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PAPER - I

UPSC
Q.NO.
2a

2b

2c

3a

S E C T I O N - A
TEST NO &
UPSC QUESTIONS
Q. NO
Puranas were innovative genre of
literature to popularize and revive
Test 1/27
vedic religion. Elaborate with
Q no: 4
examples.
Test 1
(full test)
Q no: 4 b

Discuss the factors that played an
important role in the process of
urbanization after the Later-Vedic
period.

Test 2/27
Q no: 7

Throw light on the nature of religion
and classification of gods mentioned
in the Rigveda.

Evaluate the significant political
features of the Post Mauryan
Northern India. What are the main
sources of it?

Test 1
(full test)
Q no: 3 a
Test 1
(full test)
Q no: 5 b
Test 2
(full test)
Q no: 3 a

Test 3/27
Q no: 7
3c

4a

Discuss the salient features of
cultural traditions of South India as
reflected in Sangam Literature.
‘Sanskrit literature of classical
Gupta Age set standards for the
early medieval India’. Evaluate the
statement with representative
examples.
2

QUESTION ASKED
IN TEST/TOPICS
Discuss about the
availability of various
sources to study history
Discuss the factor
responsible for
the emergence of
Mahajanapadas.
What are the factors
responsible for rise of
second urbanization in 6th
century BCE
Write a short note about
Vedic god and goddess
Highlight the significance
of foreign invasion in
Ancient India.
“The centuries between
200 B.C. and- AD. 300
constitute a landmark in
the socio-religious history
of India.” Analyse the
proposition.
Discuss the significance
of contact with foreigners
during 2nd BC to 2nd AD.

Test 3/27
Q no: 9

Write a short note on
Sangam society.

Test 2
(full test)
Q no: 2 c

Bring out the life and
times of Guptas using
literary evidences of the
contemporary period.

Test 4/27
Q no: 4
4c

5a

5b

5d

5e

Describe the evolution and
development of regional temple
Test 4/27
architecture of South India with
Q no: 7
special reference to Pallavas.
S E C T I O N - B
Critically evaluate the Muslim Nobility
during the period of Tughlaq dynasty.
Describe in detail about the foreign
travellers’ accounts which gave
information of Vijayanagar Kingdom.
Evaluate the aim and impact of the
translation of Sanskrit scriptures
into Persian language during Mughal
period.

Test 7
(full test)
Q no: 2 b
Test 6/27
Q no: 9
Test 11/27
Q no: 2
Test 8
(full test)
Q no: 3 c

Examination the sources of the
history of Chhatrapati Shivaji with
special reference to Shivabharat and
Sabhasad Bakhar.

Test 11/27
Q no: 8
Test 5/27
Q no: 3
Test 7
(full test)
Q no: 3 b

6a

Assess the causes of the defeat of
Northern Indian States against the
Turkish invasion.

Test 8
(full test)
Q no: 1 c

Test 9
(full test)
Q no: 4 c

3

Do you think that literature
reached zenith during
Guptas.
Discuss the development
of Art and Architecture
during Pallavas.
Do you think that the
heterogeneous nobility
created by Muhammad bin
Tughluq led to the process
of disintegration of Delhi
Sultanate?
Reconstruct the life of
vijayanagar society based
on account of foreigners.
Write a short note on the
development of literature
on 15th and 16th century in
India.
Shivaji was not merely
a military conqueror but
was an enlightened ruler.
Discuss?
How did Sivaji consolidate
himself and became
Chatrapathi?
Discuss how the
organizational inability of
the Rajputs helped the
Turks to invade India.
“It was the political
vacuum in the northern
India that was responsible
for Turkish invasion of
India”. Comment
“The foreign invasions
in India is a result of the
hollowness in India”.
Discuss the statement
by giving any 2 examples
from Medieval Indian
History?
Internal strife and conflict
beset with personal
ambitions was enough
of an invitation for the
Ghurids to invade India.
Discuss.

Test 7
(full test)
Q no: 3 c
Test 8
(full test)
Q no: 2 b

Highlight the
administrative policy of
Alauddin Khalji.
“Economic reforms of
Alauddin Khalji were a part
of greater reforms aimed
to control and expand
the Delhi Sultanate”.
Comment.
Discuss the development
of agriculture during Delhi
Sultanate?
Write a short note about
Nayaka System during
Vijayanagar period?

Test 5/27
Q no: 10

Highlight the impact of
bakthi and sufi movement.

Test 8
(full test)
Q no: 4 a

Sher Shah was an
innovator and an empire
builder. Comment
Discuss as to why Sher
shah suri called as a
reformer.

Test 6/27
Q no: 3

6c

Test 7
(full test)
Q no: 5 a

Elaborate upon the agrarian reforms
of Alauddin Khilji.

7a

Describe village polity and economy
of medieval Deccan.

7c

The mission of Kabir was to preach a
religion of love which would unite all
castes and creeds. Explain.

8a

Evaluate the contribution of Sher
Shah towards trade and commerce,
administration and agricultural
reforms.

8b

Make an estimate of the development
of paintings under Mughal rulers
with special reference to colours,
technique, themes and influences on
them.

Test 6/27
Q no: 11
Test 8
(full test)
Q no: 2 c
Test 12/27
Q no: 7

8c

Test 12/27
Q no: 6

Critically evaluate history of the
Eighteenth century India with
reference to culture and economy.

Test 13/27
Q no: 1
Test 13/27
Q no: 3

4

Examine the European
impact on Mughal
paintings?
The war of succession
was a plaguing factor
which doomed the fate of
Mughal Empire. Comment.
Highlight the impact of
Third battle of Panipat for
the Marathas.
What do you understand
by commercialization of
Agriculture? What were
their impacts?
Write a short note on
Carnatic wars and their
impact.

PAPER - I

UPSC
Q.NO.
1b

1d

1e

2a

2b

2c

3a

S E C T I O N - A
TEST NO &
UPSC QUESTIONS
Q. NO
“In the initial stages, when Indian
Test 5
nationalism was immature, just
(full test)
sprouting, it found expression in many
Q no: 4 a
liberal religio-reform movements.”
“The Trade Union Movement in
India not only supported the call for
Test 6
national struggle at critical junctures,
(full test)
but also impacted its course and
Q no: 1 a
character in several ways.”
“Based on his discussion with
Indian leaders, as well as his own
perception, Lord Mountbatten soon
came to the conclusion that partition
was the only practicable and feasible
solution.”
“It was Dupleix who had first showed
the way of intervening in disputes
of the Indian rulers and thereby
acquiring political control over vast
territories – a technique which was
later perfected by the English East
India Company.” Elaborate.
For long, the Revolt of 1857, has
been mistaken to be a mere mutiny
of the Indian sepoys in the Bengal
army. However, its causes need
to be searched for not only in the
dissatisfaction of the army, but in a
long drawn process of fundamental
social and economic change that
upset the peasant communities.
Do you feel that the Santhal Hool
(rebellion) 1855-56, was the most
effective tribal movement in pre-1857
India?
In its political behavior the Indian
National Congress in its early career
was never a radical organization,
besides the founders of the Congress
involved A.O. Hume in their project.
Do these facts verify that the
congress was founded as a ‘Safety
valve’ Explain.
5

Test 15/27
Q no: 4
Test 10
(full test)
Q no: 3 b

QUESTION ASKED
IN TEST/TOPICS
Why was it necessary
to mix the question of
religious reform with those
of social reform? Discuss.
Discuss the growth of
various forms of Socialist
ideologies in the Indian
National Movement?
Highlight as to why
congress accepted
partition.
Was partition of India the
result of our own making
or conscious policy of the
British in India?

Test 13/27
Q no: 3

Write a short note on
Carnatic wars and their
impact.

Test 5
(full test)
Test 14/27

Great revolt of 1857

Test 6
(full test)

Tribal movements

Test 14/27
Q no: 4

Discuss the safety valve
theory associated with
foundation of Indian
National Congress.

Test 5
(full test)
Q no: 3 a

3b

3c

4a

4b

4c

Do you agree with the fact that the
virtual failure of the Non-Cooperation
Movement and the gloom that
descended on the nationalist scene,
created conditions for revolutionary
activities? Discuss.
Planning was seen as a powerful
instrument that could be used to
remove regional inequality. Examine.
“In the divided and contestable space
of Indian politics, Gandhiji could
claim for himself a centrist position
because he alienated neither and
tactically combined the goal of the
moderates with the means of the
extremists.” Discuss.
“After Indian Independence IndiaChina relations started on a high
note, but during the course of the
coming years India had to face a
bitter experience due to the Chinese
aggression.” Elaborate.
“The Reorganisation of the States on
the basis of language was a major
aspect of national consolidation and
integration.” Comment.

Test 14/27
Q no: 10
Test 6
(full test)
Q no: 5 b

The safety valve theory
does not adequately
explain the birth of the
Indian National Congress.
Critically examine the
statement
Write a short note about
revolutionary terrorism.
Do you consider the
suspension of NonCooperation Movement a
“National calamity”?

Test 6
(full test)

Socialist ideology

Test 14/27
Q no: 6

How did Gandhi emerged
as a popular leader?

Test 6
(full test)
Q no: 2 b

Discuss the circumstances
leading to the Chinese
aggression of 1962?

Test 6
(full test)
Q no: 1 b

“States’ reorganization
did not, of course, resolve
all the problems relating
to linguistic conflicts.”
Critically examine.

S E C T I O N - A
5a

5b

5c

The principles of Enlightenment
were in some ways a continuation of
the discoveries and theories of the
Scientific Revolution.
“The causes of the French Revolution
of 1789 included both long term and
structural factors, as well as more
immediate events.”
“Industrial Revolution had far
reaching social and political
consequences with the advent of
assembly line factories, urbanization
and rise of the urban working class.”

6

Test 3
(full test)
Q no: 5 b

Discuss the development
of science, technology
and other aspects of
renaissance in the
Medieval Europe.

Test 7/27
Q no: 9

Discuss the causes of
French Revolution of 1789.

Test 3
(full test)
Q no: 4 b

Discuss the impact of
Industrial Revolution?

5d

5e

6a

“The multitude of newly independent
countries came to be known as the
“Third World”, belonging neither
to the First World of capitalist
democracies, nor the Communist
Second World.”
“The British were slated to withdraw
from Palestine in May 1948, and both
sides prepared for that day. Violence
between Arabs and Jews, already
endemic, escalated.”
“Napoleon was not a revolutionary
but he solidified many of the
revolutionary changes of 17891791 and he himself supported
most of the ideas and proposals
of Enlightenment philosophers.”
Substantiate.

Test 9/27
Q no: 5

Highlight the relevance of
NAM today.

Test 4
(full test)

Arab league and Arab
nations

Test 3
(full test)
Q no: 1 b

Do you believe that
Napoleon was the child of
the revolution?

Test 7/27
Q no: 11

Highlight the contributions
of Napoleon.

Test 7/27
Q no: 1

6b

6c

7a

“Lincoln’s main thesis was that the
Slavery issue had to be decided
one way or the other and could no
longer be evaded by compromise.”
Comment in the light of his role in the
American Civil War.

“The 1848 revolutions frightened
the crowned heads of Europe and
caused several to abdicate. Those
who remained were cognizant of
the threats posed by liberalism,
nationalism and socialism.”
Comment.
“From Bismarck’s ‘Blood and Iron’
speech and his forceful actions to
achieve German unification, Bismarck
came to the known as the Iron
Chancellor.” Critically examine.

7

Test 3
(full test)
Q no: 4 c

Discuss the causes for
American Civil War with
reference to Abraham
Lincoln and abolition of
slavery.
“If I could save the union
without freeing any slave,
I would do it; and if I could
save it by freeing all slaves,
I would do it; and if I could
save it by freeing some
and leaving other along,
I would also do that”.
Comment.

Test 3
(full test)
Q no: 2 b

“Unification of Germany
was one thing Bismarck
was determined to
prevent”. Comment

Test 8/27
Q no: 3

Highlight the role of
Bismarck in Unification of
Germany.

7b

8a

8b

8c

Do you agree with the statement that
the Second World War was history’s
most destructive war? Elaborate.

Test 4
(full test)
Q no: 4 b

How did Stalin build on Lenin’s legacy
of Bolshevik Revolution and introduce
new elements of totalitarianism to
transform USSR as a superpower?
A new configuration of power
emerged in world politics after the
end of the cold war. Analyse how
USA managed to become the sole
superpower.
Critically examine whether it was true
that after a century of dependency on
Europeans, Africans were ill prepared
for the task of nation-building.

Test 8/27 &
9/27
Test 4
(full test)

8

The consequence of World
War I and World War II
were almost the same.
Comment
Russian revolution and
cold war

Test 4
(full test)
Q no: 1 b

Account for US
ascendency in the world.

Test 10/27
Q no: 8

Discuss the factors
constraining development
of Africa after
decolonization?

