CURRENT AFFAIRS – 2019

NATIONAL

PART – 3

INDEX
S. No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Topic
SC wants panel to monitor shrines
ED to invoke fugitive offenders ordinance against Mallya
Government can return names from Collegium
Lieutenant Governor is bound by Delhi Government advice, has no
independent decision-making power
CJI is the “master of the roster”
Supreme Court has overruled an Election Commission notification
Supreme Court has proposed to make political parties accountable for
criminalising politics
Delhi High Court decriminalises begging in the national capital
SC order on MP/MLA disqualification
Adultery is not a crime, Section 497 of IPC unconstitutional
Paid news
Lottery falls within the purview of betting and gambling
Karnataka decides to challenge Cauvery water authority in SC
Uttarakhand HC declares animal kingdom a legal entity
Uttarakhand high court would henceforth act as the legal guardian
of cows in the state
Rashtra mata (mother of the nation)
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan announces the setting up of a Ministry for cows
Child Friendly Courts
Demarcating the boundary between Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
Supreme Court paves way for quota for promotion in govt jobs to SC/ST employees
Supreme Court allows women of all age groups to enter Sabarimala
Consensual unnatural sex not a crime
SC bars media from revealing identities of victims of rape, sexual assault
Plea to make poll offences cognizable
EC probe in MP bogus votes
President Ram Nath Kovind rejects his first mercy plea
India working towards becoming $ 5 trillion economy by 2025
Article 35A
948 crore lost due to lack of trained manpower at Kudankulam nuclear plant
Cannot share Aadhaar data for crime probe
PM favours wider debate on holding simultaneous polls
Allow gambling, betting on sports as regulated, taxable activities
Justice Srikrishna committee submits report on data protection
Rajiv Gauba – submits it report to curb lynching menace
Non-Resident Indians are not eligible to file Right to Information applications
Cabinet approves ordinance to make practice of instant triple talaq a penal offence

Page No.
1
1
2
2
3
4
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
7
8
8
8
9
9
10
10
11
11
12
12
13
13
14
15
16
16
17
18
18
19
19

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

Census 2021 will collect data on OBCs
Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act 1951
Strategic disinvestment of 100% Government of India‟s shares in
Dredging Corporation of India Limited
Rajasthan government scraps minimum education criteria for civic poll candidates
Special courts to try politicians
Naga political groups to suspend talks with government
Jammu and Kashmir likely to seek truce extension
Hurriyat sets conditions for talks
Governor‟s rule: Army and police to join forces now
Shillong is 100th Smart City
Bru community refugees in Tripura to be repatriated to Mizoram
Gujarat‟s Jewish community given religious minority status
West Bengal Assembly clears name change, needs Centre‟s approval
Final draft of NRC with over 2.89 crore names released in Assam
Meghalaya has made it mandatory for married people to produce
marriage certificates for all official purposes
Odisha has proposed to come up with a single revenue act
Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal awards 13.42 tmcft of river water to Karnataka
Festival on Democracy
Delhi Assembly passes a resolution to create a Delhi Public Service Commission
„Niwari‟ announced as 52nd district of the state
Jharkhand and West Bengal resolve to end the dispute over Massanjore
Dam on Mayurakshi River
Maratha Reservation Bill passed giving 16% reservations to Maratha community
NITI Aayog releases second Delta Ranking of Aspirational districts
Right To Know
India‟s tallest bridge pier built in Noney, Manipur
Madhya Pradesh to get „Spiritual Department‟
Monitoring govt. schemes in real time- DISHA dashboard
EC launches mobile app “cVIGIL”
Mission Satyanishtha
Lila Hindi Pravah
India‟s first „smart fence‟ pilot project
„cybercrime.gov.in‟ portal
NeVA to make all the Legislatures of the country paperless
Ask Disha
Self4Society app
Digi Yatra initiative
AirSewa 2.0
Paisa – Portal for Affordable Credit & Interest Subvention Access
Cabinet approves Agriculture Export Policy, 2018
Main Nahin Hum‟ portal

20
21
22
22
22
23
23
23
24
24
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
29
30
30
31
31
31
32
32
32
33
33
34
34
35
35
36
36
37

77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.

PM inaugurates the Bansagar Canal Project in Mirzapur
Public Affairs Index 2018
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has released Ease of Living Index
Multidimensional Poverty Index 2018
Global Competitiveness Index 2018
Government e-Payments Adoption Ranking (GEAR)
World Bank‟s Human Capital Index
Rajasthan, A.P., Kerala record top performances in NEET
Government opens doors to lateral entry
New norms for college teachers
Centre proposes new body to replace UGC
Paper setters to receive training from National Testing Agency
„Happiness Curriculum‟ for school students
Institutions of Eminence
NCPCR recommends 10% yearly cap on fee hike in private, unaided schools
Innovate India Platform
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)
TCIL, MEA sign MOU for pan Africa e-Network project
Puducherry bags top position in National Clean School Award given by HRD Ministry
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
MoU Signed Between ICFRE & Navoday Vidyalaya Samiti and
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
Global Skills Park (GSP)
Task force for closing skills gap in India
Satish Dhawan Center for Space Science in the Central University of Jammu
Central Tribal University in Vizianagaram approved by Cabinet
National Institute of Inter-Faith Studies in Punjab
West Bengal Green University renamed as Rani Rashmoni Green University
Eklavya Model Residential Schools
India‟s First Jean Monnet CoE Opened at Mahe
Shiksha Setu
India‟s First Railway University
Operation NISTAR
World Bank nod for 6,000 cr. groundwater recharge plan
60% work on landslide mapping over
Government teams up with Google for flood warning
Time to shift focus from land to water productivity in farming
System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting (SAFAR) inaugurated
at Chandni Chowk in Delhi
„Green Mahanadi Mission‟ plantation drive in the Mahanadi river basin
Monsoon season ends with a 9% deficit in rainfall
Maharashtra launches website, app „Maha madat‟ to analyse drought situation
Cabinet approves implementation of Shahpurkandi Dam (National Project)

37
38
38
39
39
40
41
42
42
43
43
44
45
45
46
47
47
48
49
49
50
50
51
51
51
52
52
52
53
53
54
54
54
55
55
56
56
57
57
58
58

118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.

on river Ravi in Punjab
India Water Impact Summit 2018
India‟s per capita plastic use among lowest
Democracy the antidote against IS
Centre bans affiliates of al-Qaeda, Islamic State
Social media hub idea may not take off
Human rights ignored in Smart Cities Mission
Pitch to MOVE
Secondary Data Centre of National Data Repository (NDR) inaugurated
in Bhubaneswar
Engineers‟ Day observed on birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna
M. Visvesvaraya on September 15
India Tourism Mart
International Tourism Mart
Rs 100 crore Indian Culinary Institute
Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics in New Delhi
United States returns antique statues of „Lingodhbhavamurti‟ and „Manjusri‟
Indian Railways claims success in its “Plan Bee”
Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention
Experiencing North East festival
Vayoshreshtha Samman – 2018
4th India International Science Festival-2018 in Lucknow
Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) to launch Roll on-Roll off (Ro-Ro) service
INSPIRE 2018
49th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2018 in Goa
NITI Aayog‟s Atal Innovation Mission and UNICEF present Young Champions Awards
NITI Aayog constitutes Himalayan State Regional Council‟
PM sets up National Implementation Committee (NIC)
South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference
Freight Village in Varanasi
Rajiv Kumar Committee
Train 18
National Unity Award
3 Andaman & Nicobar Islands renamed as tribute to Netaji
Restricted Area Permit (RAP) regime
States‟ Startup Ranking 2018
Home Ministry launches Twitter account @CyberDost
Delhi govt launches doorstep delivery of 40 govt services
Vigilance Awareness Week
India wins CAPAM Award, 2018
National Mission on Government e- Market (GeM)
Centre to start measuring „green GDP‟ of States
Kota in Guinness World Records for largest yoga session

58
59
59
60
60
60
61
61
62
63
63
63
64
64
65
65
66
66
67
67
68
68
69
69
69
70
70
71
71
71
72
72
73
73
73
74
74
75
75
76

158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.

Mandatory dope test of all govt. employees
Renaming of Agartala Airport as „Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore Airport
Design University for Gaming
Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018
„Paudhagiri‟ campaign
Delhi will be the first police force in the country to have an all-women SWAT team.
Transforming heritage buildings in Rajasthan into “economic assets” for the society
Digital North East Vision 2022
Well-being training programme for the 1.2 lakh State police force- Tamil Nadu
Scheme for protection of the exotic Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus kunthianus) plants
Odisha‟s 2nd airport in Jharsuguda district
LPG set to make Kerala the first smoke-free State
Meghalaya releases Mission Jackfruit document
National Dolphin Research Centre will be set up at Patna University premises
Alphonso mango from Maharashtra given Geographical Indication tag
PM unveils statue of peasant leader Sir Chhotu Ram at village Sampla in Rohtak
Sikkim wins FAOs Future Policy Gold Award
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for Himachal Pradesh
Government to set up National Sports Stadium for differently-abled in Meghalaya
Cherry Blossom
INS Viraat into a floating museum
Delhi Police launches e-learning portal „NIPUN‟
Sonepur cattle fair
Karnataka to bear educational expenses of girl students in govt. colleges
Tamil Nadu government launches 24-hour helpline „181‟ for women
Assam govt will launch Wage Compensation scheme for Pregnant Women
in tea gardens of the state
Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme
CSE awarded Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development
Skoch Award for National Significance
Kaiga Power Station-1 Creates a World Record yet again
Ban proposed on obscene depiction of women on Net
Government mulls GST hike for farmers‟ welfare fund
Green, hygienic and cheaper sanitary pads
Central package for sugar mills
Save The Children report
India most dangerous for women
An all-women expedition team has begun its journey to Mt. Manirang
India‟s first gender-neutral hostel
Home Minister launches two portal to strengthen Women Safety
Krishna Kutir
First Regional Conference on „Women in Detention and Access to Justice‟
NCW Launches E-mail ID For Sexual Harassment At Workplace Cases

76
76
76
77
77
78
78
78
79
80
80
81
81
81
82
82
83
83
84
84
84
85
85
85
85
86
86
86
87
87
88
88
88
88
89
89
90
90
90
91
91
91

200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214.
215.
216.
217.
218.
219.
220.
221.
222.
223.
224.
225.
226.
227.
228.
229.
230.
231.
232.
233.
234.
235.
236.
237.
238.

National Festival for Children of Child Care Institutions (CCIs)
SHe-Box linkage
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (IDEVAW)
Mandatory Vehicle Location Tracking Devices and Emergency Buttons
Vahan - The Integrated Solution for Vehicle Registration
Odisha now has a lexicon for rare tribal languages
„Mahila-E-Haat‟ for organic products of women entrepreneurs
No Religious Minority Tag to Lingayat/Veerashaiva Community
Guidelines to ensure safety of children in hostels
Draft National Child Protection Policy
Jagannatha Ashrams- Haryana
Jagannatha Ashrams- Haryana
Fortified rice will be distributed through PDS
Couples in live-in relations cannot adopt, says CARA
United Nations‟s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2018 report
New health scheme flawed: IMA
Social security cover extended to 50 crore people
Zero tolerance to violence against doctors and clinical establishment
Insurance regulator IRDAI has issued circular directing insurers to cover mental illness
Compensation for persons suffering disabilities in man-made calamities
Sputum sample transportation Project
Tamil Nadu govt. prohibits manufacture and sale of Electronic
Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS)
Swasth Bharat Yatra national campaign
MedWatch
National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) in Sehore district
Indian Health Fund
Heli-Clinics‟ for remote areas
Guidelines for crèches at workplaces
Global Nutrition Report (GNR)
International Conference on Women‟s Health, Wellness and
Empowerment organised in Kanpur
Sulabh founder bags Nikkei Asia Prize
Dineshwar Sharma stays as Centre‟s Special Representative for J&K
Sikkim govt announces A.R. Rahman as its Brand Ambassador
Anjolie Ela Menon wins National Kalidas Samman
Anna Rajam Malhotra
PM Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron
Atal Chowk
Vallabhbhai Patel
Nahid Afrin of Assam

92
92
93
93
94
94
94
94
95
95
96
96
96
97
97
98
98
98
99
99
99
99
100
100
100
101
101
102
103
103
103
103
104
104
104
105
105
106

1

National

SC wants panel to monitor shrines
SC‟s advice
SC directed the Centre to form an independent committee to review whether the ―management practices‖ of
shrines across the country are visitor-friendly. It also ordered a judicial enquiry into allegations of rampant
fleecing and exploitation of worshippers by staffers and sevaks at the Puri Jagannath Temple in Odisha. The
court ordered a review of the CCTV cameras. If required, more could be installed to cover blind spots. The
footage would be viewed by an independent committee and it should report to the District Judge once a
month.
SC- ―There is no doubt that proper management of pilgrimage centres of great importance is
a matter of public interest. These centres are of undoubted religious, social, historical and
architectural importance, representing the cultural heritage of our country‖.

ED to invoke fugitive offenders ordinance against Mallya
Why in news?
Enforcement Directorate to approach a special court to initiate the process for getting businessman Vijay
Mallya declared an absconder under the Fugitive Economic Offenders Ordinance. The law allows for
confiscation and even disposal of all the assets of fugitives in India and overseas.
Steps taken by ED
As part of the proceedings against Mr. Mallya and others under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, the
ED has so far attached or seized properties worth more than 9,600 crore. The agency has also zeroed in on
several assets linked to Mr. Mallya in countries like the United Kingdom, United States, France, Scotland and
South Africa. Under the Ordinance, on acceptance of the application, the court can issue a notice giving sixweek time to the accused to appear and in case the order is not complied with, the person is declared a
fugitive. The law can be invoked against only those who are involved in economic offences involving at least
100 crore.
Directorate of Enforcement is a specialized financial investigation agency under the Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance, which enforces the following laws: ● Foreign Exchange Management Act,1999 (FEMA) - A Civil Law, with officers empowered to
conduct investigations into suspected contraventions of the Foreign Exchange Laws and Regulations,
adjudicate, contraventions, and impose penalties on those adjudged to have contravened the law.
● Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) - A Criminal Law, with the officers empowered
to conduct investigations to trace assets derived out of the proceeds of crime, to provisionally attach/
confiscate the same, and to arrest and prosecute the offenders found to be involved in Money
Laundering.
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Government can return names from Collegium
Why in news?
Collegium‘s recommendation to elevate Uttarakhand High Court Chief Justice K.M. Joseph as a Supreme
Court judge was returned by the government for reconsideration.
Government‟s response for accusations against its decision
The executive can give inputs, it can even refer a recommendation back with relevant inputs for
reconsideration but is eventually bound by the recommendations - Finance Minister. Mr. Jaitley narrated past
instances of the government under Indira Gandhi turning down the recommendations of the top court.
Collegium system
Collegiums system in India is the system by which the judges are appointed by the judges
only also referred to as “Judges- selecting- Judges‖. It is the system of appointment and
transfer of judges that has evolved through judgments of the Supreme Court, and not by an
Act of Parliament or by a provision of the Constitution.
Composition of Collegium
The Supreme Court collegium is headed by the Chief Justice of India and comprises four other senior most
judges of the court. A High Court collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four other senior most judges of
that court.
Appointing Authority
The appointment of the judges in the High Courts and the Supreme Courts is done by the President of India
and the powers are given to him under Articles 124(2) and 217 of the Indian Constitution.
Historical Setting
In 1998, President K R Narayanan issued a Presidential Reference to the Supreme Court over the meaning of
the term ―consultation‖ under Article 143 of the Constitution (advisory jurisdiction). In response, the Supreme
Court laid down 9 guidelines for the functioning of the coram for appointments and transfers — this has come
to be the present form of the collegium, and has been prevalent ever since. This opinion laid down that the
recommendation should be made by the CJI and his four seniormost colleagues, instead of two. It was also
held that even if two judges gave an adverse opinion, the CJI should not send the recommendation to the
government.
Lieutenant Governor is bound by Delhi Government advice, has no independent decision-making
power
SC Judgement
Supreme Court held that Lieutenant Governor does not have independent decision-making powers, and is
bound to act on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers. Chief Justice Dipak Misra, who was heading a
five judge Constitution bench, also held that the LG cannot act as an obstructionist. The bench said, all
decisions of the Council of Ministers must be communicated to the LG but that does not mean his
concurrence is required. It said, the LG can refer issues on difference of opinion to the President.
The top court also said, except for three issues, including land and law and order, the Delhi government has
the power to legislate and govern on other issues. Lieutenant Governor should not act as an "adversary having
a hostile attitude" towards the government, but act as a facilitator, though he was not a "titular head" and
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differences of opinion between them should have a "sound rationale" without there being any "phenomenon
of an obstructionist".
LG should not act in a "mechanical manner" without due application of mind so as to refer every decision of
the Council of Ministers to the President. The LG and the council of ministers must attempt to settle any point
of difference by way of discussion and dialogue. Delhi cannot be accorded the status of a state under the
constitutional scheme. Observing that the Constitution was "constructive", it also made it clear that "there is
no room for absolutism. There is no space for anarchy."
The follow-up
Hours after the verdict, the Delhi government introduced a new system for transfers and postings of
bureaucrats, a key point in the power tussle between the AAP dispensation and the Centre, by authorising the
chief minister for such decisions. So far, these powers have been with the L-G.
How powerful is a Governor?
The power a Governor has in the state they administer is equivalent to that of the President. They can appoint
Chief Ministers, Ministers, the State Election Commissioner and judges of the District Courts. They also
serve as Chancellors of all the universitites in the state. The Governor can also dissolve the state Assembly if
they see the need, and if the Assembly is not in session, they can promulgate ordinances. Based on the
recommendation of the Election Commission, the Governor can also disqualify a legislator. Another power
the Governor holds is to rule the state in case the ruling party loses its majority in the Assembly, as in Jammu
and Kashmir now.
What about a Lieutenant Governor?
A Lieutenant Governor also has the same power as Governor. Only three Union Territories Andaman and
Nicobar, Delhi and Puducherry have Lt. Governors. These powers are in place to ensure checks and balances
for the state government and its functioning.
CJI is the “master of the roster”
SC on CJI‟s Role
Chief Justice of India' (CJI) is an individual judge and not the powerful collective of five senior-most judges
of the Supreme Court called the 'Collegium'. And it is this exclusive authority of this individual judge, who is
the "spokesperson of the court", to allocate cases to fellow judges as the 'Master of Roster'.
What the petition urges for?
The judgment is based on a petition filed by former Union Law Minister Shanti Bhushan to have a collegium
of Supreme Court judges collectively allocate cases rather than leave the entire power in the hands of the CJI
in his administrative capacity as the 'Master of Roster'. Supreme Court shall remain greater than the men and
women who temporarily occupy it as judges. The CJI is the "ultimate authority to distribute judicial work".
CJI is only 'first among equals' in his judicial functions on the Bench. The opinion of the CJI on the Bench
carries the same weight as any other member of the Bench. This way, the CJI may hold the minority view in a
case while the majority opinion on the Bench becomes the law.
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Supreme Court has overruled an Election Commission notification
SC Order
Supreme Court scrapped the use of ‗None Of The Above‘ (NOTA) option in the Rajya Sabha elections.
Why it scrapped?
NOTA option is meant only for universal adult suffrage and direct elections and not polls held by the system
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote as done in the Rajya Sabha. NOTA in
indirect elections, such as in the Rajya Sabha, would lead to horse-trading, corruption and use of extra
constitutional methods to defeat a party candidate. NOTA make the system of proportional representation by
means of single transferable vote nugatory and otiose. NOTA would be a ―recipe for corruption‖. There is a
concern that MLAs could defy party whips and invalidate their votes by opting for NOTA. The use of NOTA
cannot be sanctioned by way of the impugned circulars which has the effect of overriding the provisions of
Article 80(4), the provisions of Representation of People Act 1951 and the Conduct of Election Rules 1961.
Supreme Court has proposed to make political parties accountable for criminalising politics
SC Proposal
SC proposed to make political parties accountable for criminalising politics by welcoming in ―crooks‖ who
may later win elections on party ticket and grab power.
Suggestions
The bench suggested it could direct the Election Commission to insist that parties get new members to declare
in an affidavit their criminal antecedents and publish them so that the ―entire country knows how many
criminals there are in a party.‖ The court demonstrated that the EC could de-register a party or withdraw its
symbol if it refused to comply.
What is the Government‟s say?
A political party has a right to field its candidate. Mere charges of having committed a crime cannot be used
to prevent a person from contesting elections. He may have done excellent work for his constituency and the
people want to vote for him your suggestion amounts to prematurely disqualifying a candidate. Besides, the
court is taking on itself a matter of the legislature.
Section 29A
Section 29A requires a political party to swear to uphold the principles of socialism, secularism, democracy,
sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.
Delhi High Court decriminalises begging in the national capital
Why in news?
The PILs, by Harsh Mandar and Karnika Sawhney, have sought basic human and fundamental rights for
beggars in the national capital, apart from decriminalising begging. Criminalising begging is a wrong
approach to deal with the underlying causes of the problem, the Delhi High Court said, as it quashed
provisions in the law that made begging a punishable offence.
When was it made criminal offence?
The act of begging in the national Capital was made a criminal offence after the Bombay Prevention of
Begging Act, 1959, was extended to Delhi by a Central government amendment in 1960. The law prescribes a
penalty of three years of detention in beggar homes in case of first conviction for begging and the person can
be ordered to be detained for 10 years in subsequent conviction.
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What Supreme Court said?
The State simply cannot fail to do its duty to provide a decent life to its citizens and add insult to injury by
arresting, detaining and, if necessary, imprisoning persons who beg in search for essentials of bare survival.
City government was always at liberty to bring in alternative legislation to curb any racket of forced begging
after undertaking an empirical examination on the sociological and economic aspects of the matter.
SC order on MP/MLA disqualification
Why in news?
If an appellate court stays the conviction of a disqualified lawmaker, his or her membership of a House will
be revived. Once the conviction has been stayed, the disqualification which operates as a consequence of the
conviction in a criminal offence cannot take effect.
The Plea
NGO had alleged that the 2013 verdict of the apex court in the Lily Thomas case was being flouted by the
Members of Parliament, MLAs and MLCs, who continue to hold their membership even after their conviction
in criminal cases. It had also said that the 2013 verdict barred the appellate courts from staying the conviction
of a lawmaker. The plea had said the disqualification of a lawmaker takes place immediately after the
conviction and the membership cannot be revived with retrospective effect by an appellate court by staying
the conviction.
SC‟s Response
There is no merit in the submission that the power conferred on the appellate court under Section 389
(suspension of sentence pending the appeal; release of appellant on bail) does not include the power, in an
appropriate case, to stay the conviction.
Adultery is not a crime, Section 497 of IPC unconstitutional
Supreme Court judgement
Supreme Court struck down Section 497 of the India Penal Code that dealt with adultery overturning three
previous rulings which had stated that the adultery law was constitutional.
What is Section 497?
It states that if a man has sexual intercourse with a married woman without her husband's consent, he is
punishable by law. The man could be imprisoned for five years or more and even pay a fine.
Definition of Adultery
Adultery means "voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person who is not their
spouse". Here are the problems with Section 497 which the petitioners want to be addressed:
● Not gender-neutral: the law calls for the man to be punished in case of adultery, but no action is
suggested for the woman.
● As per Section 497, a woman whose husband has had sexual intercourse with another woman cannot
file a complaint because the law makes no such provision for her.
● Moreover, the adultery law in IPC reduces women to an object because no consent of the married
woman is required for a man to have sexual intercourse with her. As per Section 497, if the woman's
husband agrees, the act is not a crime. This is the reason many have called this law is an anti-women
law.
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What did the Supreme Court say?
● The judges called Section 497 archaic and said that it violated Articles 14 and 21 of the IPC.
● The justices said, "Adultery can be ground for civil issues including dissolution of marriage but it
cannot be a criminal offence."
● The bench said that Section 497 was 'unconstitutional' as it violated the right to equality and there was
no reason to continue this anymore.
● However, the Supreme Court held that adultery will remain a ground for divorce.
● Justice DY Chandrachud said that Section 497 destroys and deprives women of dignity.
● Women must be treated with equality with men. Any discrimination shall invite wrath of
Constitution. A woman can't be asked to think the way society desires.
● CJI Misra added that the husband is not the master of the wife.
Past Supreme Court judgements on adultery
● The adultery law had come up in court thrice in the past -- in 1954, in 1985, and in 1988.
● In 1954, the SC rejected that Section 497 violated the right to equality.
● In 1985, it said that women didn't need to be included in the law as a party which can make
complaints.
● In 1988, the Supreme Court said that the adultery law was a "shield rather than a sword".
Paid news
Why in news?
Repeated publication of propaganda lauding the achievements of a candidate in an election is nothing but
―paid news‖, the Election Commission of India has told the Supreme Court. Politicians cannot say that it is
part of their fundamental right to free speech to spew out ―motivated propaganda‖.
EC asked the court
The EC has asked the court to declare whether it amounts to ―paid news‖ if widely circulated daily
newspapers cover statements issued by, and in the name of, a candidate that are not only laudatory of his or
her record and achievements but also are a direct appeal to voters by the candidate. Candidates with a strong
network of connections and undefined relationships will exploit their sphere of influence in society and will
have the unequal advantage of encashing such silent services.
The case
The commission has moved the court in appeal against a decision of the Delhi High Court on May 18 to set
aside the disqualification of Madhya Pradesh BJP leader Narottam Mishra. The commission‘s National Level
Committee on Paid News found that five newspapers, with a wide circulation, had published 42 news items
that were ―biased and one-sided and aimed at furthering the prospects of Mr. Mishra‖. The EC on June 23 last
year disqualified Mr. Mishra for not filing the accounts for money spent as election expenses on news
items. Calling such relationships between candidates and publications an ―unholy alliance,‖ the EC said the
appeal was significant because if the court shut its eye to this case, ―the assertion of freedom of speech would
become a stock pretence or plea by the service provider and the beneficiary candidate‖.
Lottery falls within the purview of betting and gambling
Why in news?
Bombay High Court has upheld the validity of the Maharashtra Tax on Lotteries Act, 2006 and held that
lottery comes under the purview of betting and gambling.
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The Petitioners Viewpoint● Sought the Maharashtra Tax on Lotteries Act to be declared void, being ultra vires to Constitution.
● The Act is nothing but another attempt by the government to attempt to restrict/prohibit the sale of
lottery tickets of other states in the state of Maharashtra; lottery is a subject in Union List, therefore,
the state did not have the legislative competence to bring in such a law.
● Parliament already enacted the Lottery Regulation Act, 1998 to regularize the conduct of lottery
business in respect of the State Organized lotteries and with a view to offer security to the purchaser
of lottery tickets.
● The lotteries are excluded from the expression ―betting and gambling‖ in List II in Entry 34 and put
in Entry 40 of List I of Seventh Schedule
Bombay High Court
The State Government is empowered to prohibit or restrict within its State the sale of lottery tickets of any
other State. The State has invoked Entry 62 of List II while enacting the impugned legislation. This
entry specifically empowers the State to tax on betting and gambling.
Karnataka decides to challenge Cauvery water authority in SC
Why in news?
Karnataka decided to file an appeal in the Supreme Court against the setting up of the Cauvery Water
Management Authority (CWMA) on the grounds that the formation should have been discussed in
Parliament. According to the Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956, such matters should be tabled and
deliberated on in the Parliament. Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), at its first meeting in New
Delhi, directed Karnataka to release water to Tamil Nadu and other States.
SC verdict
Karnataka would get 284.75 tmcft, Tamil Nadu 404.25 tmcft and Kerala and Puducherry 30 and 7 tmcft
respectively.
Composition
CWMA will be headed by a Chairman, a senior and eminent engineer or a Secretary/Additional Secretarylevel executive with experience in handling inter-State water disputes. It will have two whole-time members
and six part-time members, including one each nominated from the riparian States. There will be a Secretary
from the Central Water Engineering Services cadre, but without voting rights. The tenure of the Chairman
will be for five years, while the tenure of other members will be three years and can be extended up to five
years.
Uttarakhand HC declares animal kingdom a legal entity
Why in news?
Uttarakhand High Court declared the ―entire animal kingdom including avian and aquatic‖ as legal entities
with a distinct persona and corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living person.
The bench
The Bench comprising Justice Rajiv Sharma and Justice Lok Pal Singh observed, ―The Corporations, Hindu
idols, holy scriptures, rivers have been declared legal entities and thus, in order to protect and promote greater
welfare of animals including avian and aquatic, animals are required to be conferred with the status of legal
entity/ legal person. The animals should be healthy, comfortable, well- nourished, safe, able to express innate
behaviour without pain, fear and distress. They are entitled to justice.‖
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Uttarakhand high court would henceforth act as the legal guardian of cows in the state
Why in news?
Uttarakhand high court has appointed itself as the legal guardian of cows in the state, issuing 31 directives to
the state, including setting up cow shelters and registering cases against those found to have abandoned their
cattle. Invoking the parens patriae doctrine, which grants the court inherent power and authority to act as
guardian for those who are unable to take care of themselves. The slaughter of cows, bulls and calves is
already banned in the state under the Uttarakhand Protection of Cow Progeny Act, which provides a jail term
of up to ten years or Rs 10,000 fine, or both.
„parens patriae‟ doctrine
Latin for "parent of his or her country." The power of the state to act as guardian for those who are unable to
care for themselves, such as children or disabled individuals. For example, under this doctrine a judge may
change custody, child support, or other rulings affecting a child's well-being, regardless of what the parents
may have agreed to.
Rashtra mata (mother of the nation)
Why in news?
Uttarakhand Assembly passed a resolution seeking the status of ―rashtra mata‖ (mother of the nation) to the
cow.
Follow-up
The resolution will be sent to the Centre.
Purpose
Giving the status of ―rashtra mata‖ to the cow will further strengthen cow-conservation efforts all over the
country. The cow is treated as an incarnation of motherhood. The cow‘s milk is scientifically considered the
best for newborn after his mother‘s milk. Earlier, Uttarakhand high court said it would act as the legal
guardian of cows in the state, by invoking the ‗parens patriae‘ doctrine; and issued 31 directions to the state
government, including setting up a cow shelter for every cluster of 25 villages and registering cases against
those who abandon their cattle.
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan announces the setting up of a Ministry for cows
Why in news?
Madhya Pradesh CM announced setting up a cow welfare ministry in the state. Chouhan also emphasised on
setting up of cow sanctuaries and gaushalas.
Structure
Cow ministry would replace the existing Gau Samvardhan Board. The board has financial constraints, but
with the ministry this would be gone. If there was a gaushala in every home, where there were 2-3 cows, it
has the potential to bring about a revolution. Madhya Pradesh set up the first cow sanctuary of the country
under the board in September 2017 at Agar Malwa district, with a capacity for housing 6,000 cows. Board
also runs 600 cow shelters across the state where there are roughly 1.4 lakh bovines. The board officials say
that both the sanctuary and shelters have been plagued by financial constraints.
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Child Friendly Courts
Why in news?
Four child friendly courts (CFC) were inaugurated in West Bengal.
Aim
Aim of this is to create a congenial atmosphere for juveniles.
Child statistics
Children constitute 40 per cent of India. The number of juvenile offenders in the country is in the region of
30,000, but that of juveniles against whom the crime has been committed is 90,000. Alleged rape of 34
children at a shelter home in Bihar's Muzaffarpur; similar incidents have occurred at a children's home at
Deoria in Uttar Pradesh. A three-year-old victim doesn't even know what is rape. The trial of such cases in a
traditional case is not possible as the children cannot express themselves owing to the legal language,
procedures and the surrounding atmosphere. Justice Lokur, who conceptualised CFCs in the country, said that
setting up of Child-Friendly Courts was recognition of child rights. Three other CFCs - one each in east
Burdwan district headquarters, Bankura district headquarters and Khatra were also inaugurated.
How it works?
In a CFC, a juvenile victim is not made to face the accused directly unlike in a conventional court and is
seated in a separate enclosure, from where the child interacts with the judge through video-conference, while
the accused is produced in another enclosure. A separate waiting room for children has been
arranged, adjacent to the court rooms, where a television, toys and story books have been kept for them and
they would be assisted by a counsellor.
Demarcating the boundary between Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
Why in news?
Supreme Court told the union government to complete the
process of demarcating the boundary at the ground level
between Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka around the iron orerich belt of the Ballari forest reserve area.
Timeframe
The top court gave six months‘ time to the Centre, even as the
Andhra Pradesh government expressed reservations on a final
report given by the Surveyor General and the Karnataka
government accepted it. SC, while expressing its strong
displeasure that the work for it had not been completed even
after passage of so much time, as the first order in this regard
was passed on March 22, 2010.
Negative Impact
The delay in demarcation has an adverse impact on the mining leases that have been granted. The operation of
the 7 leases (Category B1) located on or near the inter-State boundary is presently suspended (Order passed
by the SC in Samaj Parivartana Samudaya and Others Vs State of Karnataka and Others dated 18th April,
2013).
Legality
Since the territory belonged to the Union of India, the Centre would be responsible for demarcating it.
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Supreme Court paves way for quota for promotion in govt jobs to SC/ST employees
Why in news?
Supreme Court paved the way for grant of quota for promotions in the government jobs to SCs and STs,
holding that the states were not required to "collect quantifiable data" reflecting the backwardness among
these communities.
Implication
The verdict cleared a major hurdle that was cited by the central government in granting reservation in
promotion to its employees belonging to Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST).
Nagaraj case
States have to collect quantifiable data showing backwardness of SCs and STs was "contrary" to the ninejudge bench judgement in the Indra Sawhney verdict of 1992, popularly known as Mandal Commission case.
Doctrine of Harmonious interpretation
It said that when Articles 14 (equality before law) and 16 (equality of opportunity in matters of public
employment) were "harmoniously interpreted" along with other Articles 341 and 342, it was clear that
Parliament would have the complete freedom to include or exclude persons from the Presidential Lists based
on relevant factors. Verdict by KG Balakrishnan- 2006- 'creamy layer' principle was "inapplicable" to SCs
and STs as it was merely a principle of identification of backward class and not applied as a principle of
equality.
Supreme Court allows women of all age groups to enter Sabarimala
Why in news?
SC removed all restrictions imposed by Sabarimala Temple with regard to entry of women between the ages
of 10 to 50.
SC Observations●

Violated Constitutional principles and that women's rights cannot be subverted as they are in no way
less than men.

●

No physiological and biological factor can be given legitimacy if it doesn't pass the test of
conditionality.

●

Devotees of Lord Ayyappa are Hindus and do not constitute a separate religious denominationrestrictions put cannot be held as essential religious practice.

●

Even the deity of Sabarimala Temple has rights with respect to certain aspects, including 'Right to
Privacy', but the same has to be tested on Constitutional legitimacy.

●

Right to pray is equal for both men and women.

The petition
Pandalam Royal family challenged the petition seeking entry of women into the temple, terming it
'mischievous' on grounds of being against practices of the Hindu faith; said, the temple deity is an eternal
celibate and therefore women of menstruating ages should not be allowed in the premises.
Prescribed norms by the temple board
Women of menstruating ages were prohibited from visiting the premises- listed in the Kerala Hindu Places of
Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules of 1965. January 2018- temple authorities had made it
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mandatory for female devotees to furnish their age proof while visiting. The petition challenging the ban was
filed in the Apex Court by Indian Young Lawyers Association in 2006, alleging that the rule violates the
freedom to follow and propagate religion, listed in Article 25.
Consensual unnatural sex not a crime
Why in news?
A five-judge constitution bench of the Supreme Court unanimously decriminalised part of the 158-year-old
colonial law under Section 377 of the IPC which criminalises consensual unnatural sex, saying it violated the
rights to equality. SC set aside its 2013 verdict in the Suresh Kaushal case which had re-criminalised
consensual unnatural sex.
SC observations● The part of Section 377 of IPC which criminalises consensual unnatural sex as irrational, indefensible
and manifestly arbitrary.
● Violative of the right to equality and the right to live with dignity.
● History owes an apology to the community for denying them their rights and compelling them to live
a life of fear.
● LGBTQ community possesses same human and fundamental rights as other citizens.
● LGBTQ members were forced to live in hiding and as second class citizens, while the others used to
enjoy the right of sexual orientation. Sexual orientation as a "biological phenomenon" and held that
any discrimination on this ground was violative of fundamental rights.
● It is neither harmful nor contagious to society.
Other aspects of Section 377 of the IPC dealing with unnatural sex with animals and children remain in force.
Observing that the Constitution nurtured dissent as a "safety valve" of the society, CJI said "we cannot change
the history but can pave a way for better future."
Section 377 refers to 'unnatural offences' and says whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman or animal shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be liable to pay a
fine.
Background
The issue was first raised by the NGO, Naaz Foundation, which approached the Delhi High Court in 2001.
Delhi High Court had in 2009 decriminalised sex between consenting adults of the same gender by holding
the penal provision as "illegal". 2013 in Suresh Kaushal case, SC had re-criminalised consensual unnatural
sex.
SC bars media from revealing identities of victims of rape, sexual assault
Why in news?
The Supreme Court prohibited the media from publishing or airing the names or any material which may even
remotely reveal the identity of victims of sexual crimes.
What did the SC say?
No person can print or publish in print, electronic, social media, etc. the name of the victim or even in a
remote manner disclose any facts which can lead to the victim being identified and which should make her
identity known to the public at large. The bar extends to anything which can even remotely be used to identify
the victim. The court further held that the name and identity of a victim who was either dead or of unsound
mind should also not be disclosed even under the authorisation of the next of kin. Any exception to this rule
should be decided by the competent authority.
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It barred the police from putting in public domain FIRs under Sections 376 to 376E (the range of sexual
offences under IPC) and those under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
The documents disclosing identity of a victim should be kept in a sealed cover. Authorities to which a
victim‘s identity was disclosed by an investigating agency or the court are duty bound to keep it a secret. A
victim need not reveal her identity while filing an appeal in a criminal court.
S.228 A: Disclosure of identity of the victim of certain offences, etc
Whoever prints or publishes the name or any matter which may make known the identity of any person
against whom an offence under section 376, section 376A, section1 376AB, section 376B, section 376C,
section 376D, section 376DA, section 376DB, section 376E is alleged or found to have been committed
(hereafter in this section referred to as the victim) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description
for a term which may extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine. So SC said that the intention of the
law makers here was that the victim of such offences should not be identifiable so that they do not face any
hostile discrimination or harassment in the future.
Plea to make poll offences cognisable
What is the petition?
A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court by its advocate Ashwini Upadhyay to direct the government
to make electoral offences cognisable with a punishment of minimum two years in jail. The offences listed are
bribery, undue influence, impersonation, false statement, illegal payments and non-filing of accounts. The
petition said publishing false statements to affect the outcome of an election was punished with a fine.
Incurring expenditure for promoting the prospects of a candidate was also an offence, but punishment was a
mere 500 in fine. Similarly, failure to keep election accounts was punished with a fine of 500. These
punishments were drafted in 1920.
EC‟s recommendations
In 1992, the Election Commission proposed that punishments for these offences be enhanced to two years [in
jail], and these offences be made cognizable. Since 1992, it has reiterated the proposals many times, but the
successive governments did nothing to implement them. In 2012, the Election Commission recommended that
the Home Ministry amend the law to make bribery in elections (both cash and kind) a cognizable offence,
with two years in jail, enabling the police to arrest violators without warrant.
EC probe in MP bogus votes
Background
EC orders probe into M.P. electoral lists after Congress complains of 60 lakh bogus voters. Madhya
Pradesh has total 5 crore voters so if the Congress claims are true that makes 12 per cent of these voters
bogus. The difference in vote share between Congress and BJP in the last assembly elections was merely 8.5
per cent. The assembly elections will held in November this year. Election Commission formed two teams to
probe the allegations.
Finding
Based on the reports submitted by two teams constituted to probe the Congress‘s allegations that there were at
least 60 lakh bogus voters listed in Madhya Pradesh, the Election Commission has not found any substance in
the charges.
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About Election Commission
● permanent and an independent body
● Article 324 -power of superintendence, direction and control of elections to parliament, state
legislatures, the office of president of India and the office of vice president of India shall be vested in
the election commission
● Term of six years or until they attain 65 years, whichever is earlier.
Powers and functions are
1. To determine the territorial areas of the electoral constituencies throughout the country on the basis of
the Delimitation Commission Act of Parliament.
2. To prepare and periodically revise electoral rolls and to register all eligible voters
3. To notify the dates and schedules of elections and to scrutinise nomination papers.
4. To grant recognition to political parties and allot election symbols to them.
President Ram Nath Kovind rejects his first mercy plea
Why in news?
President rejected his first mercy petition of a death-row convict who had burned alive seven members of a
family, including five children, over a case of buffalo theft.
Case
The case pertains to gruesome killing of Vijendra Mahto and six of his family members by Jagat Rai in
Raghopur block of Bihar‘s Vaishali district in 2006. There is no other mercy petition pending with the
President‘s secretariat.
Constitution provisions
Article 72 of the Constitution empowers the President to grant pardons to persons who have been tried and
convicted of any offence in all cases where the:
1. Punishment or sentence is for an offence against a Union Law;
2. Punishment or sentence is by a court martial (military court); and
3. Sentence is a sentence of death.
The pardoning power of the President is independent of the Judiciary; it is an executive power. But, the
President while exercising this power, does not sit as a court of appeal.
India working towards becoming $ 5 trillion economy by 2025
Why in news?
India is striving to become a $ 5 trillion economy and the world‘s third largest consumer market by 2025,
President Ram Nath Kovind said on his visit to Greece. Currently India‘s economy is estimated at $ 2.5
trillion. M r. Kovind said India had a very strong position in the world with the perspective of democracy,
demographic divided and demand.
India and Greece bilateral trade
India-Greece bilateral trade stands at $ 530 million and some Indian companies are also present in the
infrastructure, pharmaceutical and steel sectors in the central European nation. Greece is home to a 12,000strong Indian diaspora.
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Article 35A
Why in news?
The Supreme Court said it will be taking an ―in-chamber‖ decision on the listing of petitions challenging the
constitutional validity of Article 35-A. In August 2017, the court indicated that it would consider the question
of whether Article 35A was violative of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.
Note
Parliament was not consulted when the President incorporated Article 35A into the Constitution through a
Presidential Order issued under Article 370. Article 368 (i) of the Constitution mandates that only the
Parliament can amend the Constitution by introducing a new article.
A Delhi based NGO ―We the Citizens‖ challenge the constitutionality of Article 35A before the Supreme
Court of India. Another petition filed by a Jammu and Kashmir native Charu Wali Khanna who challenged
the constitutionality of Article 35A which restrict the constitutional right, right to property.
Special provisions
Indian Constitution (IC) protects certain sections of the society which have faced injustice historically. IC
protects certain States to immune from the Constitution under Part XXI titled ―Temporary, Transitional and
Special Provisions‖ from Article 369 to 392. In this Part, the IC provides temporary provisos to the state of
Jammu and Kashmir (Art 370).
The IC also provides special provisions to—
● State of Maharashtra and Gujarat (Art.371),
● Nagaland (Art. 371A),
● Assam (Art. 371B),
● Manipur (Art. 371C),
● Andhra Pradesh (Art. 371D),
● Sikkim (Art. 371F),
● Mizoram (Art. 371G),
● Arunachal Pradesh (Art. 371H),
● Goa (Art. 371-I) and
● Karnataka (Art. 371 J).
Background
Article 35A was inserted in the IC by the Presidential Order of 1954. The Article 35A yields special rights
and immunities to the permanent residents of the Jammu and Kashmir from the rest of Indian citizen.
Why is it contested?
A non-permanent resident of Jammu and Kashmir cannot enjoy any Government facilities. There are two
reasons behind the contesting of Article 35A:
● first, the constitutionality of insertion of Article 35A, and
● second the conception of equality among the Indian citizens.
Article 35A is the sole provision in the IC which neither discuss in the Constituent Assembly nor in the
Parliament.
Delhi Agreement
Delhi Agreement 1952 (announced on 24 July 1954) regarding the constitutional relationship between the
Indian and Kashmir held between Prime Minister Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah- provided certain immunity to
the permanent resident and considered them as the citizen of India but regarding the special rights and
privileges to the permanent resident remains to the State legislature. In the Constitutional scheme, the
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President of India has no legislative power to amends the Constitution by bypass the democratic process.
President‘s legislative, executive and judicial power is subjective to aid and advice by the Council of Minister
(Art 74), but all these powers do not allow to the President to go beyond the spirit of the Constitution.
Article 370
Article 370 only states that the President can make any exceptions and modifications with the concurrence of
the Government of the State. Sub-clause 1 (d) of the Article 370 states that: ―Such power of the other
provisions of this Constitution shall apply in relation to that State subject to such exceptions and
modifications as the President may by order specify.‖ It is quite clear that Article 368 is the only way that
amend the Constitution by way of addition, variation or repeal any provisos of the Constitution.
Contestation
Writ petitions filed
● Challenges the validity of both Article 35A and Article 370.
● Article 370 was only a ‗temporary provision‘ to help bring normalcy in Jammu and Kashmir and
strengthen democracy in that State.
● The Constitution makers did not intend Article 370 to be a tool to bring permanent amendments, like
Article 35A, in the Constitution.
● The petition said Article 35A was against the ―very spirit of oneness of India‖ as it created a ―class
within a class of Indian citizens‖.
According to the petitioners, Article 35A if a native woman marries a man not holding a permanent resident
certificate of Jammu & Kashmir then she would restrict from her property right. The petitioner claimed that:
―Her children are denied a permanent resident certificate, thereby considering them illegitimate." Restricting
citizens from other States from getting employment or buying property within Jammu and Kashmir is a
violation of Articles 14, 19 and 21.
The learned scholar A G Noorani states in his article ―Article 35A is beyond challenge. In India the lust for
uniformity possesses communal-minded majoritarian‖ that ―The judgment delivered by Justices Muzaffar
Hussain Attar and Ali Mohammad Magrey of the High Court of Jammu & Kashmir on 16 July 2015, is of
historic significance, quite apart from its cogent analyses; especially of Articles 370 and 35A.‖ A five-judge
Bench of the Supreme Court in Puranlal Lakhanpal vs. The President of India held that of the President of
India has power to ‗modify‘ the constitution under Article 370. J & K High Court in 2002 in State of J & K v.
Dr. Susheela Sawney held that a daughter of a permanent resident marrying a non permanent resident will not
lose the status of permanent resident of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.
Conclusion
Legally the question of that the president cannot make constitutional amendments is settled but 35 A is more
than just a legal issue. It is the need of the hour to debate Article 35A because it has not only a constitutional
or legal issue, on the contrary, it has larger socioeconomic and political issue.
948 crore lost due to lack of trained manpower at Kudankulam nuclear plant
CAG report
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) suffered a loss of 947.99 crore due to lack of trained
manpower that resulted in the delay in restarting a reactor at the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in 2015, the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India. The NPCIL took 162 days more than the estimated 60 days
for restarting Unit 1. The decision to shut down and execute the refuelling work on its own without evaluating
and ensuring technical competency before the shutdown was not prudent.
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About Kudankulam NP
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP) is located 650km south of Chennai, in the Tirunelveli district of
Tamil Nadu. It is being developed by the Nuclear Power Corporation of India (NPCIL). Two 1,000MW
pressurised water reactor (PWR) units based on Russian technology were erected in phase one of the project.
An additional four units are scheduled to be added according to the agreement signed between India and
Russia in December 2008. Excavation works for the construction of units three and four started in 2016 with
the aim of making them operational by March 2021. Atomstroyexport, a subsidiary of the Russian State
Nuclear Energy Corporation Rosatom, is the supplier of equipment and fuels for the nuclear power project.
NPCIL
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) is a Public Sector Enterprise under the
administrative control of the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Government of India.
The Company was registered as a Public Limited Company under the Companies Act, 1956
in September 1987 with the objectives of operating atomic power plants and implementing
atomic power projects for generation of electricity in pursuance of the schemes and
programmes of the Government of India under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962. NPCIL also has
equity participation in BHAVINI, another PSU of Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
which implements Fast Breeder Reactors programme in the country.
Cannot share Aadhaar data for crime probe
Why in news?
A day after the National Crime Records Bureau made a case for limited Aadhaar data access for the police to
crack crimes, the UIDAI asserted that use of Aadhaar biometric data for criminal investigation is not allowed
under the Aadhaar Act.
UIDAI‟s response
Aadhaar data has never been shared with any crime investigating agency. The ―very limited‖ exception to
this, said UIDAI, is allowed under Section 33 of the Aadhaar Act, which permits use of or access to biometric
data in cases involving national security, only after pre-authorisation by an oversight committee headed by the
Cabinet Secretary.
PM favours wider debate on holding simultaneous polls
Why in news?
PM called for ―widespread‖ debate on holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
saying that it will result in financial savings and consequent better utilisation of resources. NITI Aayog
suggested synchronised, two-phase Lok Sabha and Assembly polls from 2024 so as to ensure minimum
‗campaign-mode‘ disruption to governance.
Simultaneous polls
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi has termed the Law Commission‘s consultation on holding simultaneous
polls in the country as a ―solution in search of a problem‖ and has opposed the measure. It has been
repeatedly been insisted that due to the consistent operation of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) there is a
‗policy paralysis‘ that prevents the government from making policies. It must be pointed out that, first, the
MCC does not prevent any policy making that is developmental, or routine in nature. Furthermore, it is the

© Smart Leaders IAS

www.smartleadersias.com

National

17

insistence of national party leaders to participate and campaign in various State and local elections that causes
policy paralysis and not the MCC.
Law Commission of India
Law Commission of India (Chair: Justice B.S. Chauhan) released its draft report on Simultaneous Elections in
August, 2018. The report examined legal and constitutional questions related to the conduct of simultaneous
elections.
The Commission noted that holding simultaneous elections will:
(i)
save public money,
(ii)
reduce burden on the administrative setup and security forces,
(iii)
ensure timely implementation of government policies, and
(iv)
ensure that the administrative machinery is engaged in development activities rather than
electioneering.
Commission noted that simultaneous elections cannot be held within the existing framework of the
Constitution. Simultaneous elections may be conducted to Lok Sabha and state Legislative Assemblies
through appropriate amendments to the Constitution, the Representation of the People Act 1951, and the
Rules of Procedure of Lok Sabha and state Assemblies. The Commission also suggested that at least 50% of
the states should ratify the constitutional amendments. Commission noted that a no-confidence motion, if
passed, may curtail the term of Lok Sabha/ state assembly. It recommended replacing the ‗no-confidence
motion‘ with a ‗constructive vote of no-confidence‘, through appropriate amendments. In a constructive vote
of no confidence, the government may only be removed if there is confidence in an alternate government. It
further suggested the option of limiting the number of such motions during the term of the House/ Assembly.
Allow gambling, betting on sports as regulated, taxable activities
Why in news?
Law Commission recommended that gambling and betting on sports, including cricket, be allowed as
regulated activities taxable under the direct and indirect tax regimes and used as a source for attracting foreign
direct investment (FDI).
Report
The commission's report, "Legal Framework: Gambling and Sports Betting including Cricket in India".
Other recommendations
The commission has also recommended linking Aadhar or PAN card of an individual indulging in betting and
gambling, and making the transaction cashless to regulate illegal activities such as money laundering. Also, to
amend the laws regulating forex and India's FDI policy to allow investments in the casino and online gaming
industry. The Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 and the Rules made thereunder as also the Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) Policy may suitably be amended to encourage Foreign Direct Investment in the
casino/online gaming industry, lawfully permitting technological collaborations, licensing and brand sharing
agreements, etc. The commission feels allowing FDI in the industry would "bring substantial amounts of
investment.
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Justice Srikrishna committee submits report on data protection
Why in news?
Justice Srikrishna said data privacy is a burning issue and there are
three parts to the triangle. The citizen‘s rights have to be protected, the
responsibilities of the states have to be defined but the data protection
can't be at the cost of trade and industry.
The proposals
The report has proposed penalities for violations, criminal proceedings,
setting up of a data authority, provision of withdrawal of consent and
concept of consent fatigue. The law will have jurisdiction over the
processing of personal data if such data has been used, shared,
disclosed, collected or otherwise processed in India.
What the law said?
The law will not have retrospective application and it will come into force in a structured and phased manner.
The Aadhaar Act needs to be amended to bolster data protection. The data protection law will set up a DPA
which will be an independent regulatory body responsible for the enforcement and effective implementation
of the law. The state can process data without consent of the user on ground of public welfare, law and order,
emergency situations where the individual is incapable of providing consent, employment, and Reasonable
purpose. Sensitive personal data will include passwords, financial data, health data, official identifier, sex life,
sexual orientation, biometric and genetic data, and data that reveals transgender status, intersex status, caste,
tribe, religious or political beliefs or affiliations of an individual. However, the DPA will be given the
residuary power to notify further categories in accordance with the criteria set by law.
Rajiv Gauba – submits it report to curb lynching menace
Why in news?
The inter-ministerial committee headed by home secretary
Rajiv Gauba recently submitted its report to home minister
Rajnath Singh - who heads a group of ministers (GoM)
looking into cases of lynching across various states - and
the role of fake news and internet platforms in the
episodes.
Two high level committees
Two high-level committees have been constituted by the
Central government to suggest ways and legal framework
to effectively deal with incidents of mob violence and lynching. One of the committees is being headed by
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and the other by Union Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba.
Genesis of the committees
The move came a week after the Supreme Court asked the Central government to enact a law to deal with
incidents of lynching and take action on mob violence. „Police‘ and ‗Public Order‘ are State subjects as per
the Constitutional scheme and State governments are responsible for controlling crime, maintaining law and
order, and protecting the life and property of the citizens.
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Government‟s push
The government's push to curb fake news circulating on social media platforms comes in the wake of more
killings across India in 2018 in mob lynching. Along with Assam, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tripura, and West
Bengal are also amongst the most-affected states with fake news proliferating on social media.
What committee said?
The committee has also sought the appointment of the superintendent of police (SP) in each district as the
nodal officer to deal with cases of lynching while suggesting that criminal action be initiated collectively
against the group/mob engaging in the lynching. Gauba had taken up the issue to the representatives from
Google, Facebook, and Twitter, and had urged them to take appropriate measures to filter fake and explosive
content. WhatsApp initiatives introducing 'forwarded' label and restricting an individual to only a certain
number of forwards. Although the messaging platform has now said it cannot build a software to trace the
origin of a message on its platform, it has announced to roll out radio campaign across Indian states to raise
awareness against fake news and how such information, users receive, can be verified before he/she circulates
it.
Non-Resident Indians are not eligible to file Right to Information applications
Why in news?
Non-Resident Indians cannot file Right to Information (RTI) applications to seek governance-related
information from the Central government departments. Only citizens of India have the right to seek
information under the provisions of Right to Information Act, 2005. Currently, systems of 2,200 public
authorities have been aligned to receive, process and reply to online RTIs from the applicants. Any applicant
could visit the portal — www.rtionline.gov.in — and select the desired Ministry or department under the
Central government and file an online RTI application.
What is RTI Act 2005?
Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. It is
an initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions to provide a– RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens for quick search of information on the details of
first Appellate Authorities, PIOs etc. amongst others, besides access to RTI related information / disclosures
published on the web by various Public Authorities under the government of India as well as the State
Governments.
Cabinet approves ordinance to make practice of instant triple talaq a penal offence
Why in news?
Cabinet gave its nod to re-issue the contentious Triple Talaq ordinance that makes the practice of instant triple
talaq by Muslim men a penal offence. It is among those ordinances and bills which had been passed by the
Lok Sabha but could not be taken up in the Rajya Sabha due to continuous protests by opposition parties.
Once signed by President Ram Nath Kovind, the triple talaq ordinance will come into force for the third time
in less than one year.
Government‟s Justification
It (discussion) has not been prevented because numbers were against it. Indian democracy cannot be helpless.
Extraordinary situations do call for such steps, some ordinances, including one against inter-state ponzi
scheme, are in a larger national interest.
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What is it about?
Under the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance, 2019, divorcing through instant
triple talaq will be illegal, void and would attract a jail term of three years for the husband. While the
ordinance makes it a "non-bailable" offence, an accused can approach a magistrate even before trial to seek
bail.
SC judgement
With SC judgement, triple talaq had ceased to exist from August 22, 2017. The majority judgment did not
require the government to bring the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2018, making an
already extinct triple talaq a crime. Earlier, SC striking down instant talaq as not protected by Article 25
(freedom of religion) of the Constitution and violative of Article 14 (right to equality).
Census 2021 will collect data on OBCs
Why in news?
Census 2021 will for the first time in independent India collect data on Other Backwards Castes (OBCs), a
move considered politically significant ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. The then V P Singh
government had announced 27 per cent reservation for OBCs based on the Mandal Commission
recommendation, which was broadly prepared on the basis of the country‘s last castes data collected in the
1931 census.
Latest OBC data
National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), a wing of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, had announced a sample survey report on the country‘s population in 2006 and suggested
that the OBC population in the country is around 41 per cent of the total population. The NSSO had
enumerated 79,306 households in rural areas and 45,374 in urban regions.
Other measures● Census 2021 will be finalised in three years after conducting the census instead of the current seven to
eight years period.
● The use of maps and geo-referencing at the time of house listing is also under consideration.
Singh also stressed the need for improvement in the civil registration system, especially registration of births
and deaths in remote areas, and strengthening sample registration system for estimating data such as Infant
Mortality Rate, Maternal Mortality Ratio and Fertility Rate.
Some Important Facts Related to Census
Slogan - Our census, Our Future
India's 1st Census - 1872
2011 Census is - 15th Census
Total Population - 1,21,01,93,422
India's Rank in population - 2nd with 17.5% (1st China with 19%)
Most Populous State - Uttar Pradesh
Least Populous State – Sikkim
Most Literate State - Kerala (93.9%)
Least Literate State - Bihar (63.82%)
National Sex Ratio - Female: Male (940: 1000)
Highest Sex Ratio (State) - Kerala (1084: 1000)
Lowest Sex Ratio (State) - Haryana
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Highest Sex Ratio (UT) - Puducherry
Least Sex Ratio (UT) - Daman & Diu (61: 1000)
Literacy of Male - 82.14%
Literacy of Female - 65.46%
Population Growth Rate - 17.64%
Highest fertility Rate - Meghalaya
Most literate Union Territory - Lakshadweep (92.2%)
Least literate Union Territory - Dadra Nagar & Haweli
Most Literate District - Serechhip (Mizoram)
Least Literate District - Dadra Naga & Haveli
Highest Density of Population - Bihar (1102 sq.km)
Lowest Density of Population - Arunachal Pradesh (17)
Total number of districts - 640
Highest Populous District - Thane (Mumbai)
Density of Population in India - 382 sq. km
Increase in population (during 2001-2011) - 181 million

Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act 1951
Why in news?
Some newspapers have reported that the Commission on the one hand announced the bye elections to fill the
three casual vacancies in Lok Sabha from Karnataka while the bye elections to fill five vacancies in Lok
Sabha from Andhra Pradesh have not been announced.
What is the section about?
Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 mandates the Election Commission to fill the
casual vacancies in the Houses of Parliament and State Legislatures through bye elections within six months
from the date of occurrence of the vacancy, provided that the remainder of the term of a member in relation to
a vacancy is one year or more.
Analysis
The term of sixteenth Lok Sabha is upto 3rd June, 2019. As the vacancies from Karnataka have occurred more
than one year before the expiration of the term of House, bye elections are required to be held under Section
151A of R. P. Act 1951 to fill these vacancies within six months from the date of occurrence of vacancies that
is 18th& 21st May, 2018. In the case of vacancies from Andhra Pradesh, there is no need to hold bye elections
as the remaining term of the Lok Sabha is less than one year from the date of occurrence of vacancies that is
20th June, 2018.
Section 151A- Time limit for filling vacancies referred to in sections 147, 149, 150 and
151.—Notwithstanding anything contained in section 147, section 149, section 150 and
section 151, a bye-election for filling any vacancy referred to in any of the said sections shall
be held within a period of six months from the date of the occurrence of the vacancy:
Provided that nothing contained in this section shall apply if— (a) the remainder of the term
of a member in relation to a vacancy is less than one year; or (b) the Election Commission in
consultation with the Central Government certifies that it is difficult to hold the bye-election
within the said period.
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Strategic disinvestment of 100% Government of India‟s shares in Dredging Corporation of India
Limited
Why in news?
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister has given ‗in principle‘ approval for
strategic disinvestment of 100% Government of India's shares in DCIL to consortium of four ports:
● Vishakhapatnam Port Trust,
● Paradeep Port Trust,
● Jawahar Lal Nehru Port Trust and
● Kandla Port Trust.
Government holds 73.44% shares in Dredging Corporation of India Limited.
Implication
The approval will further facilitate the linkage of dredging activities with the ports, keeping in view the role
of the DCIL in expansion of dredging activity as well as potential scope for diversification of ports into third
party dredging. The co-sharing of facilities between the company as well as ports shall lead to savings for
ports. This would further provide opportunities for larger investment in DCIL as integration with ports shall
help ineffective vertical linkage in the value chain.
Rajasthan government scraps minimum education criteria for civic poll candidates
Why in news?
Rajasthan abolished the condition of a minimum educational qualification to contest local body elections and
also decided to set up a committee to frame rules for its farm loan-waiver scheme.
Background
Candidates were required to have passed Class X for contesting municipal elections, Class VIII for contesting
panchayat polls for the post of a sarpanch, and Class X for contesting zila parishad or panchayat samiti
elections. The election of mayors and chairmans in corporations would be held through the direct system
instead of the indirect method.
Special courts to try politicians
Why in news?
Centre informed the Supreme Court that 12 special courts have been set up across 11 States exclusively to try
sitting MPs and MLAs.
Spread
Delhi has two such courts, while Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, West Bengal, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have one each. Six are sessions courts and five are
magisterial courts.
Jurisdiction
The special court in each State would have jurisdiction over the entire State while the two in Delhi would
cover cases within the precincts of Delhi or ―partly Delhi‖.
Background
Supreme Court had in December 2017 ordered that special courts be set up across the country to fast-track the
long-pending trials of lawmakers.
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Status
Centre said 1,233 cases had been transferred, 136 disposed of and 1,097 cases were pending in these special
courts. Centre accused State governments and High Courts of not parting with updated information on the
number of criminal cases pending or disposed against the MPs/MLAs.
Naga political groups to suspend talks with government
Why in news?
The working committee of the Naga National Political Groups has decided to suspend its ongoing talks with
the Centre on the Naga political issue following a raid by security personnel at its co-convener‘s residence.
Background
Centre and the NNPG‘s working committee officially began a political dialogue in 2017 to resolve the
protracted Naga political issue. Six Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) include the GPRN/NSCN, FGN,
NNC (Parent Body), NPGN/NNC (NA), NSCN (R) and the NNC/GDRN (NA)- met on December 13 2017
and signed a joint statement saying that they have on their ―own volition,‖ agreed to come together in the
interest of the Naga people as a whole and formed an interim platform by the name ‗Working Group.‘
Jammu and Kashmir likely to seek truce extension
Why in news?
Buoyed by the security agencies‘ assessment of the ‗Ramzan ceasefire or cease-ops‘, the Jammu & Kashmir
government is likely to push for a two-month extension of the Centre‘s soft pursuit in the State. Mr. Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to meet all security agencies operating in J&K and seek their inputs on the ‗cease-ops‘
impact on the ground before taking a final call on its extension.
The ceasefire
'Non-Initiation of Combat Operations (NICO)' has been announced to allow people experience what it is like
to live in a peaceful atmosphere. Army runs Goodwill schools to impart quality education to students.
Hurriyat sets conditions for talks
Why in news?
Syed Ali Geelani, who heads a faction of the Hurriyat, rejected bilateral talks with India ―unless it accepts
Kashmir as a dispute‖. The only acceptable solution to this vexed issue lies in the compliance of the United
Nations resolutions on Kashmir.
Five point formula
The five-point formula presented by the Hurriyat in 2010 ―will provide a baseline for any dialogue‖. The
points included release of prisoners, revoking Armed Forces Special Powers Act, end to rights abuses and demilitarisation. Repressive and oppressive measures are a permanent policy of India. Peoples‘ exemplary
sacrifices have not been offered for any political adjustment within the Indian constitution but for the
fulfillment of achieving right to self-determination. The rejection of talks comes just days after Union Home
Minister‘s decision to talk to all stake holders including the Hurriyat during his recent visit to Srinagar.
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Hurriyat
All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) is an alliance of 26 political, social and religious
organizations formed on March 9, 1993, as a united political front to raise the cause of
Kashmiri separatism.
Leader: Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
Founded: March 09, 1993
Founder: Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

Governor‟s rule: Army and police to join forces now
Why in news?
Kashmir is likely to witness a new wave of violence as target-specific military operations will go up in the
coming days with the State coming under Governor‘s rule.
Implication
It is a political decision, and the Army will not have any direct impact. But the police will now be more open
in giving intelligence inputs as they normally come under the State government. This will give greater
impetus to target-specific operations by the Army as the force relies on the police for local intelligence and
movement of terrorists.
2018 is the bloodiest year in a decade
250 terrorists were killed during counter-terror operations during 2018. Violence in the Valley has been
climbing since 2014, after it began to recede starting 2008.
Provision
Under Section 92 of the J&K Constitution, Governor's rule is imposed for six months, but only after the
consent of the President of India. State Assembly is either kept in suspended animation or dissolved. If it is
not possible to restore the state machinery before the expiry of the six-month period, the provision is
extended.
Historical precedent
The Governor's rule was imposed on the state for the first time in March 1977, when the Congress withdrew
support to National Conference (NC) government led by the late Sheikh Abdullah. Government can declare
emergency in Jammu and Kashmir and impose Governor's rule in certain conditions. Matters related to
defence, foreign relations, communication and finance of Jammu and Kashmir are under jurisdiction of the
Constitution of India. Article 370 states that Parliament of India and the Union Government jurisdiction
extends over limited matters with respect to State of Jammu and Kashmir, and in all other matters not
specifically vested in federal governments, actions have to be supported by state legislature.
Among notable differences with other states, till 1965, the head of state in Jammu and Kashmir was called
Sadr-e-Riyasat, whereas in other state, the title was Governor, and head of government was called Prime
Minister in place of Chief Minister in other states.
Shillong is 100th Smart City
Why in news?
As the Smart Cities Mission enters its fourth year, the Centre has finally announced the 100th and last city
which will be part of the project: Shillong.
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Target
This announcement also sets the final end date for the Mission as June 2023, as every city gets five years to
complete its projects. The first 20 cities were selected in January 2016, and they should now be at the halfway
point of their mission. The total proposed investment in the 100 cities will be 2.05 lakh crore.
Special Purpose Vehicle
Each selected city is required to set up a SPV which will actually carry out the Mission, a process that takes at
least six months. An SPV‘s first job is to prepare a detailed project report which could then take another 6-18
months. While Surat won the best city award, innovative idea awards are being given to projects in Bhopal
and Ahmedabad.
Bru community refugees in Tripura to be repatriated to Mizoram
Why in news?
As many as 32,876 displaced people belonging to the Bru community will be repatriated to Mizoram from
Tripura after two decades of being away from home. The decision was taken after a tripartite agreement was
signed by the two state governments and the Centre. Central government will provide financial assistance for
rehabilitation of Bru community members in Mizoram and address their issues of security, education,
livelihood in consultation with Mizoram and Tripura. A committee under Rina Mitra, will coordinate the
implementation of this agreement. The displaced Bru people from Mizoram have been living in various
camps in Tripura since 1997.
Provisions
Each displaced family would get a financial assistance of Rs 4 lakh in the form of a fixed deposit. The family
would get rights to the deposit after three years of continuous living in Mizoram. A cash assistance of Rs
5,000 per month would also be given to each family for two years through Direct Benefit Transfer. Apart
from this, each family would also get Rs 1.5 lakh as house building assistance, free ration for two years and
free transportation while shifting to Mizoram.
Background
Bru community once spread across Mamit and Kolasib districts of Mizoram were forced to flee their native
land in 1997 after animosity between the tribe and the Mizos turned violent. Conflict between the
communities began in 1995 when organisations representing Mizos demanded that Brus be stripped of their
voting rights as they were not indigenous to Mizoram.
Gujarat‟s Jewish community given religious minority status
Why in news?
Gujarat has granted religious minority status to the Jewish community. As religious minority members
professing the faith of Judaism, they shall get the religious minority rights envisaged in Constitution and
various acts of state; benefits of welfare schemes formulated for religious minority communities within
Gujarat. Gujarat has a small Jewish community with no more than 170 members, a majority of them located
in Ahmedabad. Maharashtra and West Bengal are the other states that have granted minority status to their
Jewish communities.
Minority communities
India has six minority communities - Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsis, and Jains.
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About Jews
When Israel was established in 1948, India was home to approximately 25,000 Jews, according to the Jewish
Agency. Between 1948 and 1979, 24,000 Indian Jews immigrated to Israel and elsewhere. In recent years,
thousands of people from northeast India claiming to be the descendants of a lost biblical Jewish tribe
emigrated to Israel after years of controversy over their connection to Judaism.
West Bengal Assembly clears name change, needs Centre‟s approval
Why in news?
West Bengal unanimously passed a resolution, recommending that the state be renamed Bangla, following up
on a two-year-old effort to move the state up the alphabetical order of India‘s states.
Suggested three names
State suggested three name Bangla (in Bengali), Bengal (English) and Bangal (Hindi). The assembly chose
Bangla. The name of the state‘s capital, which served as British India‘s seat of power until 1911, was changed
from Calcutta to Kolkata in January 2001.
Final draft of NRC with over 2.89 crore names released in Assam
Why in news?
Around 40.07 lakh applicants, however, did not find a place in the historic document, touted to be a proof of
Assamese identity.
Categories of people
Four categories of people - doubtful voters, their descendants, people whose cases were pending at Foreigners
Tribunals and their offspring - were not included in the list.
Background
Assam is the first Indian state where the NRC is being updated after 1951, with March 24, 1971 as the cut-off
date, to include names of genuine Indian citizens.
Citizenship Act
Citizenship Act, 1955 provides for compulsorily registration of every citizen of India and issuance of National
Identity Card to him/her. The Citizenship Rules, 2003 framed under the Citizenship Act, 1955 prescribe the
manner of preparation of the National Register of Citizens. There is a special provision under the Rules to
prepare National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam which is application based and distinct from the rest of
India where the process is enumeration based. The applications for preparation of NRC in Assam were invited
in May-August, 2015 and after necessary scrutiny & verification, the draft NRC has been published on
30thJuly, 2018. It was extended many a times.
What Supreme Court said?
Supreme Court said that it will not extend the July 31, 2019 deadline for publication of the final NRC in
Assam and said the NRC work and Lok Sabha polls can go on simultaneously in the state.
Meghalaya has made it mandatory for married people to produce marriage certificates for all official
purposes
Why in news?
Matrilineal Meghalaya has made it mandatory for married people to produce marriage certificates for all
official purposes. The government has denied government jobs and benefits to men who have abandoned their
families and are not providing for maintenance of their children.
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Why?
Broken marriage cases are increased and women being forced to fend for themselves and their children.
Implication
The abandonment of families by men lead to a spike in school dropouts and juvenile crimes.
Focus on social security
The government‘s order may not stop divorce, but marriage certificates will help abandoned women fight for
the maintenance of their children after their husbands abandon them. Most marriages in the Khasi society are
not registered, and this makes it difficult for abandoned women to fight for the maintenance of their children.
Odisha has proposed to come up with a single revenue act
Why in news?
Odisha has proposed to come up with a single revenue act by merging various revenue laws enacted at
different point in times.
How?
By consolidating and simplifying various revenue laws as some of the provisions of the existing laws
governing land revenue administration are unable to meet the pressing needs of changing times.
The need for a single Revenue Code
It arises out of the fact that there are many revenue Acts in vogue in Odisha governing the land revenue
administration which were enacted years back and are unable to meet the changing needs. Existence of so
many revenue Acts and Rules often create confusion among the field-level revenue functionaries in
interpretation of such laws which ultimately leads to delay in disposal of cases and sufferings for the public.
Earlier attempt
The Odisha land Revenue Administration Bill, 2007 was prepared with a view to having a single Revenue
Code by consolidating and simplifying various laws currently in force. But the same was not finalised due to
certain reasons.
Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal awards 13.42 tmcft of river water to Karnataka
Why in news?
The Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal awarded 13.42 tmcft (thousand million cubic feet) of the river water
to Karnataka as against its demand for 36.66 tmcft.
Allocation
The tribunal has allocated Karnataka 13.42 tmcft, Goa 24 tmcft and Maharashtra 1.3 tmcft in its final
decision.
Actual usage
Of the 13.42 tmcft water for Karnataka, 5.5 tmcft is meant for use within the river basin (1.5 tmcft) and for
diversion to Malaprabha reservoir (4 tmcft).
Demand
Karnataka claimed 36.558 tmcft, including 7.56 tmcft for the Kalasa-Banduri canal project to supply drinking
water to the four drought-prone districts in the state's northwest region. Karnataka has been asking Goa since
2001 to release 7.6 tmcft of the river water to meet the drinking and irrigation needs of its people in the
drought-prone districts.
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About Mahadayi river
Mahadayi or Mandovi river originates at Bhimgad in the Western Ghats in Belagavi district and flows into the
neighbouring Goa and joins the Arabian Sea off the West Coast. The river has a length of 77 kilometres (48
miles), 29 kilometres (18 miles) in Karnataka and 52 kilometres (32 miles) in Goa. However, its catchment
area is spread over 2,032km in the southern state as against 1,580km in the western state (Goa). The Mandovi
and the Zuari are the two primary rivers in the state of Goa. Mandovi joins with the Zuari at a common creek
at Cabo Aguada, forming the Mormugao harbour. Panaji, the state capital and Old Goa, the former capital of
Goa, are both situated on the left bank of the Mandovi.
Festival on Democracy
Why in news?
Government of Kerala and the Kerala Legislative Assembly have initiated a number of activities to celebrate
the Diamond Jubilee of both the founding of the State and that of Kerala Legislative Assembly. The
Secretariat of the Kerala Legislature is organizing a series of national level conferences, titled ‗Festival on
Democracy‘, setting up an ambience conductive to the exploration of diverse array of topics with democracy
as the pivotal axis. The six national level seminars will be conducted as part of the ―Festival on Democracy‖
by Kerala Legislative Assembly.
● National Legislators Conference
● National Women Legislators Conference
● National Student‘ Parliament
● National Media Conclave on Democracy
● Concensus Conclave on Kerala Develpoment
● Special conference on Assembly Proceedings
Delhi Assembly passes a resolution to create a Delhi Public Service Commission
Why in news?
Amid the recurrent tussle between the bureaucrats and the Delhi government ministers, the state legislative
assembly passed a resolution asking the government to set up its own public service commission within six
weeks to have state-cadre officials.
The resolution
It directs the government to take all necessary steps to complete the process of setting up such Commission
within a period of six weeks so that the "deficiency" in providing services - be it in education, health,
environment or other sectors - becomes a "thing of past". The unfilled vacancies are increasing year after year
due to involvement of multiplicity of agencies in recruitment process and huge workload and set priorities of
recruiting agencies such as UPSC.
Constitutional provisions
The same set of Articles (i.e., 315 to 323 in Part XIV) deal with the composition, appointment and removal of
members, power and functions and independence of UPSC and SPSC. The chairman and members of the
Commission hold office for a term of six years or until they attain the age of 62 years, whichever is earlier (in
the case of UPSC, the age limit is 65 years). They are appointed by the governor and could submit their
resignation to the Governor.
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„Niwari‟ announced as 52nd district of the state
Niwari will become the 52nd district of Madhya
Pradesh, with effect from October 1. 52nd district
of MP would include three tehsils of the present
Tikamgarh district - Niwari, Orchha and Prithvipur.

Jharkhand and West Bengal resolve to end the dispute over Massanjore Dam on Mayurakshi River
Why in news?
The impasse between West Bengal and Jharkhand over the
Massanjore dam in Dumka.
About Massanjore Dam
Popularly known as Canada Dam, was constructed across
Mayurakshi river in 1955. West Bengal had built the dam and the
state's irrigation department maintains it. The dam is maintained
by West Bengal as per a 1955 tripartite agreement between the
Centre, Bengal and Bihar governments when the dam was built. It
caters to Birbhum, Burdwan and Murshidabad districts of WB.
Issue
A furore broke out last week over the decision to paint the reservoir in blue and white — the colours of the
TMC government in West Bengal. The Biswa Bangla logo of West Bengal was also allegedly removed by the
locals.
Maratha Reservation Bill passed giving 16% reservations to Maratha community
Why in news?
Maharashtra assembly has unanimously passed bill giving 16 per cent reservation for Marathas under the
socially and educationally backward category.
Maratha community
It constitutes over 30 per cent of Maharashtra, has been demanding reservation in government jobs and
education for a long time.
Status of Marathas
37.28 per cent Marathas are below poverty line, higher than the 25 per cent base. 62.78 per cent Marathas
have small or marginal land holding, which is again much higher than the base of 48 per cent. Almost 60 per
cent of Marathas live in mud houses double than the norm to be determined as socially backward. The
community also lags behind others in the national average literacy index.
Implication
The reservation to the Marathas will increase the quota to 68 per cent in the state, 18 per cent more than the
limit fixed by the Supreme Court.
NITI Aayog releases second Delta Ranking of Aspirational districts
Why in news?
NITI Aayog released the Second Delta ranking for the Aspirational Districts which measures the incremental
progress made by them between June 1, 2018 and October 31, 2018.
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ParametersSix developmental areas of Health and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and Water Resources, Financial
Inclusion, Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure. Ranking includes, for the first time, validated data
from Household Surveys.
In the overall ranking, the most improved districts are as follows:
Rank

District

State

1

Virudhunagar

Tamil Nadu

2

Nuapada

Odisha

3

Siddharthnagar

Uttar Pradesh

4

Aurangabad

Bihar

5

Koraput

Odisha

49 key performance indicators have been chosen to measure progress of the districts.
Right To Know
Why in news?
Residents of Maharashtra can now inspect government records in district-level offices and local bodies under
the Right to Information (RTI) Act for two hours every Monday. A government resolution (GR) to this effect
was issued by the General Administration Department (GAD). GR would not be applicable to Mantralaya, the
state secretariat.
Objective
Increasing transparency and to cut down the number of RTI applications and appeals in the government
offices.
How it works?
Residents can inspect government records in district level offices and local bodies such as municipal
corporations and councils between 3 pm to 5 pm every Monday. In case of a public holiday on Monday, the
inspection will be allowed on the next working day.
India‟s tallest bridge pier built in Noney, Manipur
Why in news?
Northeast Frontier Railway Construction Org has put in place the pier near Manipur‘s Noney for the tallest
railway bridge in the world.
About the bridge
The bridge, across the valley of river Ijai, is part of the 111-km Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal project. Once
completed, it will have a pier height of 141 metres. The total length of the bridge is pegged at 703 metres.
This 111 km railway line when complete would also boast of 45 tunnels one of which will be 10.28 km long longest in the Northeast. The project is expected to be completed by 2022. This bridge when complete would
link Manipur‘s capital Imphal with a broad gauge line connecting it to Jiribam and Tupul. This has been
classified as a national project and passes through the steep rolling hills of the Patkai ranges.
Current tallest pier
Mala-Rijeka viaduct on Belgrade-Bar railway line in Europe is the tallest where the height of pillars is 139
meters.
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Madhya Pradesh to get „Spiritual Department‟
Why in news?
Madhya Pradesh is going to create an Adhyatmik Vibhag (spiritual department) by merging several existing
departments. The 'Anand Vibhag' (Department of Happiness) set up earlier, a first in the country, would be
incorporated into the new department.
Spiritual Department
Spiritual Department- to be formed by merging Dharmik Nyas Evam Dharmasv Department (Religious Trust
and Endowment Department), Anand Vibhag (Happiness Department) in addition to the Directorate of
Religious Trust and Endowment, Madhya Pradesh Teerth Evam Mela Pradhikaran and Rajya Anand
Sansthan.
Monitoring govt. schemes in real time- DISHA dashboard
Why in news?
In a bid to make ―data-driven decision making‖ more than a mere buzzword, the Ministry of Rural
Development launched the DISHA dashboard, a nifty tool that will make it easier to monitor governance by
geography in real time.
Application
The application, which is now available to all members of Parliament and State Assemblies as well district
officials, allows the user to track the progress of multiple and diverse schemes in a certain district, block, or
even a gram panchayat. Currently, 18 schemes are covered; the ultimate plan is to integrate all 42 Central
schemes representing a total outlay of 3 lakh crore which are already monitored by DISHA or District
Development Coordination and Monitoring Committees.
Currently, geographic mismatches make it difficult to unite data; for instance, while the Rural Development
Ministry tracks its schemes by gram panchayat, the Health Ministry tracks it by anganwadis, which are
mapped by population, while crime data uses different boundaries. This is an outstanding tool for monitoring
specific geographies. It will help MPs, MLAs and District Magistrates to make data-driven decisions.
EC launches mobile app “cVIGIL”
Why in news?
Chief Election Commissioner Shri. O.P. Rawat, along with the Election Commissioners Shri Sunil Arora and
Shri Ashok Lavasa launched a mobile app, called ‗Cvigil,‘ for citizens to report any violation of the model
code of conduct during elections.
The App
―cVIGIL" is a user-friendly and easy to operate Android application. It will be operational only where
elections are announced. ―cVIGIL‖ will allow anyone in the election-bound state to report violations of
Model Code of Conduct (MCC) that comes into effect from the date of announcement of elections and goes
on till a day after the polls. The app has inbuilt features to prevent its misuse. It will receive complaints only
about Model Code of Conduct violations. The user will get 5 minutes to report an incident after having
clicked a picture or a video.
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Mission Satyanishtha
What is this Mission and who launched it?
Indian Railways organized a programme on Ethics in Public Governance and Launched ―Mission
Satyanishtha‖ at a daylong event held at National Rail Museum, New Delhi.
Objectives
1. To train every employee to understand the need and value of ethics in Personal and Public life.
2. To deal with ethical dilemmas in life and Public Governance.
3. To help understand the policies of Indian Railways on ethics and integrity and the employee‘s role in
upholding the same.
4. To develop inner governance through tapping inner resources.
Lila Hindi Pravah
Why in news?
Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh chaired first review meeting of the Department of Official Language of
MHA to discuss the functioning and issues related to implementation of Hindi language in official work.
Minster was informed that the department has developed computer software called ―Kanthasth‖ for translating
the all kinds of official files from English to Hindi and vice versa to make the translation work simpler and
quicker.
Lila Mobile App
What is it for?
For making the learning of Hindi language easier
Pravah
An E-learning platform called the ―Pravah‖ also being developed by the department for use in 16 Indian
languages including English. Anybody can learn Hindi through his mother tongue with the help of this Elearning platform.
The Department has also started a virtual video conferencing for teaching Hindi in all
the Indian language.
India‟s first „smart fence‟ pilot project
Why in news?
Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated two pilot projects of smart fencing along the Indo-Pak
International Border in Jammu. Centre has been making maximum use of technology to make the security
system at the borders stronger and effective.
What is Smart Fencing?
Smart fencing at the borders is a technological solution devised to address the security issues in the Border
States and the two projects in five kilometres areas each have been installed along the Indo-Pak International
Border in Jammu on a pilot basis. Around a total of 2,026 km border is vulnerable and that the digital fencing
technology would be utilised along such long stretches of the borders. The smart border fencing projects built
under the Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (CIBMS) programme is the first of its kind
in the country.
Hitech surveillance system
Hitech surveillance system would create an invisible electronic barrier on land, water and even in air and
underground and would help the BSF detect and foil infiltration bids in most difficult terrains. The CIBMS is
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designed to guard stretches where physical surveillance is not possible either due to inhospitable terrain or
riverine borders.
Sensors
Sensors like Thermal Imager, UGS, Fiber Optical Sensors, Radar, and Sonar have been mounted on different
platforms like Aerostat, tower, poles etc. A comprehensive integration of such sensors and other technical
systems of communication and data processing has been achieved in the CIBMS project. The signals reach
the Unified Command and Control Centre where the BSF can monitor the border on real-time basis.
Benefits
With this smart fencing, the number of casualties of our jawans on borders would get minimised and the
stress level among the jawans would also reduce to a large extent.
„cybercrime.gov.in‟ portal
Why in news?
Centre launched a portal where citizens can file complaints about circulation of child pornography, sexually
explicit materials and online sexual abuse, leading to automatic registration of FIR and action against the
offenders.
Purpose
This will not only help the victims and complainants but also civil society organisations and responsible
citizens to anonymously report complaints pertaining to child pornography, child sexual abuse material or
sexually explicit material such as rape and gang rape.
CCPWC Portal
The cybercrime prevention against women and children (CCPWC) portal is convenient and user-friendly. It
will enable complainants to report cases without disclosing their identity. National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) will proactively identify such objectionable content and ask the intermediaries to remove it. For this,
the NCRB has already been notified as the government agency to issue notices under Section 79(3)b of the IT
Act. Option for anonymous reporting of CP/RGR content has been provided on this portal as per the direction
of Hon'ble Supreme Court under the matter of Suo Motu Writ Petition.
NeVA to make all the Legislatures of the country paperless
National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA)
Paperless Assembly or e-Assembly is a concept involving of electronic means to facilitate the work of
Assembly. It enables automation of entire law making process, tracking of decisions and documents, sharing
of information.
Aim of NeVA
Aim is to bring all the legislatures of the country together, in one platform thereby creating a massive data
depository without having the complexity of multiple applications.
All about NeVA
NeVA is a device neutral and member centric application created to equip them to handle diverse House
Business smartly by putting entire information regarding member contact details, rules of procedure, list of
business, notices, bulletins, bills, starred/unstarred questions and answers, papers laid, committee reports etc.
in their hand held devices/ tablets and equip all Legislatures/ Departments to handle it efficiently. Citizens
would also gain access to this information at their fingertips.
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Cloud technology
Through the cloud technology (Meghraj), data deployed can be accessed anywhere at any time. Further, live
webcasting of Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TVs is also available on this application.
e-Vidhan
e-Vidhan is a Mission Mode Project (MMP) included in Digital India Programme and Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA) is the ‗Nodal Ministry‘ for its implementation in all the 31 States/ UTs with
Legislatures.
Funding pattern
NeVA is on the pattern of Central Sponsored Scheme i.e. 60:40; and 90:10 for North East & hilly States and
100% for UTs. The funding for e-Vidhan is provided by the MoPA and technical support by Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). Central Project Monitoring Unit (CPMU) under MoPA will
be responsible for reviewing the financial and technical progress of the project. The State will prepare detailed
project report (DPR) and gap analysis report.
Ask Disha
Why in news?
Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) recently launched a chatbot to help its users
answer various queries.
The AI chatbot
Ask Disha- is powered by artificial intelligence (AI) and it is aimed at facilitating accessibility by answering
users' queries pertaining to various services offered by IRCTC.
How it works?
Users can ask questions to the AI chatbot by visiting the IRCTC website. As soon as the users start typing
their queries, the AI chatbot automatically starts showing some options based on the typed phrases.
Developers
Ask Disha chatbot has jointly been developed by IRCTC and CoRover Private Limited, which is a Bengalurubased startup.
Self4Society app
Why in news?
'Self4Society' is the first of its kind mobile based platform that has been imagined with the idea of
streamlining the government identified domains, the social activities of the corporates and their employees.
Function
'Self4Society' empowers employees to participate in initiatives as per their preference under broad areas
identified by the government, and the corporates aimed at giving back to the society.
The unique features offered by the app are:
1. INITIATIVES: Employees can easily see the initiatives that their company has created, browse
through all the details of the same, see who else is going and then they can choose to volunteer to the
social cause physically.
2. NETWORKING & GAMIFICATION: for employees at the company level with features like leader
board, story creation, activity feed, etc.
3. FOLLOW: employees can follow their colleagues and see how they are contributing.
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4. QR-CODE ATTENDANCE: QR-code driven initiative level attendance and unique concept of predefined tasks to streamline on-site activities, goodness points to be earned by employees for every
man-hour contributed.
5. COVERAGE: template-based event-level coverage which can be shared by employees with pride.
Digi Yatra initiative
Air passengers can soon use facial recognition technology to enter any airport in the country under the
recently unveiled Digi Yatra initiative by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. The initiative seeks to promote
paperless and hassle-free air travel. There would be one-time verification at the departure airport while
travelling for the first time using the ID. After successful verification, facial recognition biometric would be
captured and stored in the Digi Yatra ID. With this initiative, the civil aviation ministry is looking to make
ticket booking, airport entry and boarding pass security check-in digital. The technology will soon be
operational at Bengaluru and Hyderabad airports. The Airports Authority of India (AAI) plans to roll out the
initiative at Kolkata, Varanasi, Pune and Vijayawada airports by April next year.
Key features of the initiative and how it works
1. Centralised registration system for passengers and each of them would get a unique ID on booking
the tickets Advertising.
2. ID can be created by sharing name, e-mail id, mobile number and details of any identity proof,
including Aadhaar.
3. The airline would share the passenger data and the ID with the airport from where the passenger
would be flying out.
4. Optionally linking of Aadhaar to airlines at the time of booking for faster airport entry and automated
check-ins without requiring any paper-based interventions.
5. A biometrics-based digital processing system for passenger entry and related requirements at the
airport.
6. Voluntary for passengers on whether to opt for facial recognition biometric for air travel.
7. The Digi Yatra platform would be operational by February 2019.
8. Will be available at major airports in the country.
9. Real-time notifications about congestion and delays of flights.
10. Passengers would be notified when their luggage reaches the baggage claim belt.
AirSewa 2.0
Why in news?
Launch of an upgraded version of AirSewa 2.0 web portal and mobile app.
Need for an upgraded version of AirSewa
To provide a superior user experience with enhanced functionalities.
Major improvements
Features such as secure sign-up and log-in with social media, chatbot for travellers support, improved
grievance management including social media grievances, real-time flight status and details flight schedule.
How it works?
It operates through an interactive web portal as well as through a mobile app for both android and iOS
platforms and will offer passengers a convenient and hassle-free air travel experience. It will help to capture
air travellers‘ feedback for policy interventions. Today five crore passengers are travelling every year and will
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grow exponentially in the near future. Air passengers face issues like flight delays, problem in refunds, long
queues, inadequate facilities at airports and complaints of lost baggage. Ministry of Civil Aviation launched
AirSewa web portal and mobile app in November 2016 to address this need.
Paisa – Portal for Affordable Credit & Interest Subvention Access
Why in news?
A centralized electronic platform for processing interest subvention on bank loans to beneficiaries under
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) named ―PAiSA – Portal
for Affordable Credit and Interest Subvention Access‖ was launched. The web platform was developed by
Allahabad Bank which is the Nodal bank. DBT of subvention on monthly basis under DAY-NULM will give
the necessary financial support to small entrepreneurs in a timely manner.All 35 states / UTs & all scheduled
commercial banks, RRBs and Cooperative Banks are expected to be on board the PAiSA portal the year end.
About NULM
National Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM) was launched by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Poverty Alleviation (MHUPA) in 2013 by replacing the existing Swarna Jayanti
Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY). NULM is renamed as DAY-NULM and in Hindi as Rashtriya Shahri Aajeevika Mission. Under the scheme urban areas extends the coverage to
all the 4041 statutory cities and towns, there by covering almost the entire urban population.

Cabinet approves Agriculture Export Policy, 2018
Why in news?
Cabinet has approved the Agriculture Export Policy, 2018. Cabinet approved setting up of Monitoring
Framework at Centre with Commerce as the nodal Department with representation from various line
Ministries/Departments to oversee the implementation of Agriculture Export Policy.
Government‟s target
To double farmers‘ income by 2022, Exports of agricultural products would play a pivotal role in achieving
this goal.
Aim of the policy
Doubling the agricultural exports and integrating Indian farmers and agricultural products with the global
value chains are the aim of this project.
Objectives of the Agriculture Export Policy are as under
● To double agricultural exports from present ~US$ 30+ Billion to ~US$ 60+ Billion by 2022 and
reach US$ 100 Billion in the next few years thereafter, with a stable trade policy regime.
● To diversify our export basket, destinations and boost high value and value added agricultural exports
including focus on perishables.
● To promote novel, indigenous, organic, ethnic, traditional and non-traditional Agri products exports.
● To provide an institutional mechanism for pursuing market access, tackling barriers and deal with
sanitary and phyto-sanitary issues.
● To strive to double India‘s share in world agri exports by integrating with global value chain at the
earliest.
● Enable farmers to get benefit of export opportunities in overseas market.
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The recommendations in the Agriculture Export Policy have been organised in two categories – Strategic and
Operational – as detailed below:
Policy measures
Strategic

Infrastructure and logistics support
Holistic approach to boost exports
Greater involvement of State Governments in agri exports
Focus on Clusters
Promoting value-added exports
Marketing and promotion of ―Brand India

Operational

Attract private investments into production and processing
Establishment of strong quality regimen
Research & Development
Miscellaneous

Main Nahin Hum‟ portal
About the portal
The portal works on the theme ―Self4Society‖- will enable IT professionals and organizations to bring
together their efforts towards social causes, and service to society, on one platform. The platform has been
developed by MyGov.
For Social cause
The portal is expected to help catalyse greater collaboration towards the service of the weaker sections of
society, especially by leveraging the benefits of technology. It is also expected to generate wider participation
of interested people who are motivated to work for the benefit of society.
Active role of PM
Prime Minister will meet with key industry leaders. He will address a gathering consisting of IT professionals,
and employees of IT and electronic manufacturing organizations. He will interact with the gathering in a
townhall style format. IT and electronic manufacturing professionals from about 100 locations across India,
are expected to join the event via video-conference.
PM inaugurates the Bansagar Canal Project in Mirzapur
Why in news?
Prime Minister dedicated the Bansagar Canal Project to the Nation in
Mirzapur.
Beneficiaries
Beneficiaries are farmers of Mirzapur and Allahabad of Uttar Pradesh.
Bansagar project had been first conceptualized about four decades
ago, and the Foundation Stone was laid in 1978, but the project was
unduly delayed.
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Public Affairs Index 2018
Why in news?
Kerala stands as the best-governed state in the country followed by Tamil Nadu, according to the Public
Affairs Index 2018.
By whom?
Released by the think tank Public Affairs Centre (PAC)
Ranks
Telangana, Karnataka and Gujarat are ranked third, fourth and fifth among the top five states delivering good
governance. Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Bihar ranked the lowest on the PAI, indicating higher social and
economic inequalities in the states.
Kerala- for the third consecutive year since 2016 among large states
Released annually since 2016, the index examines governance performance in the states through a data-based
framework, ranking them on social and economic development they are able to provide. This year‘s PAI also
included a separate index on the children of India, giving a measure of how child-friendly each of the states
are Kerala, Himachal Pradesh and Mizoram topped the index on being the states to provide better living
conditions for all children.
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has released Ease of Living Index
Why in news?
Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among States in terms of ―Ease of Living Index‖. It was followed by
Odisha and Madhya Pradesh.
Who releases the Index?
Launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
Ease of Living Index
Ease of Living Index is a transformative initiative of the Ministry to help the cities assess their liveability visà-vis national and global benchmarks. Ease of Living Index will encourage all cities to move towards an
‗outcome-based‘ approach to urban planning and management and promote healthy competition among cities.
‗Ease of Living‘ Index seeks to assist cities in undertaking a 360-degree assessment of their strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.
MoHUA released the first ever ‗Ease of Living Index‘ covering 111 Indian cities on 13 August, 2018, which
serves as a litmus test to help assess the progress made in cities through various initiatives. All cities were
evaluated out of 100.
The 'physical' pillar (infrastructure) was given the highest weightage of 45, while institutional (governance)
and social were weighted 25 each. Economy was weighted 5.
Of the 17 SDG goals, 8 goals are directly linked to India‘s ease of living assessment framework
Top ten cities
1. Pune

6. Thane

2. Navi Mumbai

7. Raipur

3. Greater Mumbai

8. Indore

4. Tirupati

9. Vijaywada

5. Chandigarh
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Multidimensional Poverty Index 2018
Who prepares the Index?
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development
Initiative (OPHI) release 2018 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).
Observations
India has nearly halved its number of multidimensional poor – a massive gain. The incidence of
multidimensional poverty has almost halved between 2005/6 and 2015/16, climbing down to 27.5 percent
from 54.7 percent. Among South Asian countries, only Maldives has a lower headcount ratio than India at 1.9
percent. Though the traditionally disadvantaged groups – across states, castes, religions, and ages –are still the
poorest, they have also experienced the biggest reductions in MPI through the decade, showing that they have
been ―catching up‖.
How it measures?
It identifies how people are being left behind across three key dimensions: health, education and living
standards, and 10 indicators – nutrition, child mortality, years of schooling, school attendance, sanitation,
cooking fuel, drinking water, electricity, housing and assets.
Who are multidimensionally poor?
Those who are deprived in at least a third of the MPI‘s components, since 1990, life expectancy increased by
almost 4 years in South Asia (almost 11 years in India). Pockets of poverty are found across India, but
multidimensional poverty is particularly acute – and significant – in the four states of Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. These accounted for 196 million MPI poor people – more than half of all MPI
poor in India. Delhi, Kerala and Goa have the lowest incidence of multidimensional poverty. Across nearly
every state, poor nutrition is the largest contributor to multidimensional poverty. Not having a household
member with at least six years of education is the second largest contributor.
Global Competitiveness Index 2018
Why in news?
Global competitiveness index for 2018 was released, which was topped by the US.
Released by
World Economic Forum
Leaders
On the list of 140 economies, the US is followed by Singapore and Germany at the second and the third
positions respectively.
India
India was ranked 58th with a score of 62.0 in the latest Global Competitiveness Report. This is the largest
gain among all G20 economies. India‘s greatest competitive advantages include its market size, innovation (in
particular the quality of its research establishments and business dynamism (including the number of
disruptive businesses). While the areas that the country needs to improve include, labour market (in particular
workers rights), product market (in particular trade tariffs) and skills (in particular pupil-teacher ratio).
China
China was ranked at the 28th position in the overall list.
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BRICS economies
China topped the list at 28th place with a score of 72.6, ahead of the Russian Federation (65.6, 43rd), India
(62.0, 58th), South Africa (60.8, 67th), and Brazil (59.5, 72nd). India, however, remained the ―South Asia‘s
main driving force.‖
Important observations by the report
The top performers in the ―upper and lower middle-income brackets‖, such as China and India, are catching
up with or even outperforming the average among high-income economies, China, is already more advanced
when it comes to investing in research and development sub-pillar than the average high-income economy,
while India is not far behind and let down only by its less-efficient bureaucracy for business creation and
insolvency.
Globally
Globally, the median score is 60.0. Between the US (85.6, 1st) and Chad (35.5, 140th) there is a wide range of
performance across regions and countries. Competitiveness is not a zero-sum game between countries—it is
achievable for all countries.
GCI 4.0 framework
It is built around 12 main drivers of productivity -- Institutions, Infrastructure; Technological readiness;
Macroeconomic context; Health; Education and skills; Product market; Labour market; Financial system;
Market size; Business dynamism; and Innovation. The GCI 4.0 introduces a new progress score ranging from
0 to 100. The frontier (100) corresponds to the goal post for each indicator and typically represents a policy
target.
Government e-Payments Adoption Ranking (GEAR)
Why in news?
Visa, a global leader in payments technology, on Wednesday announced that India ranked 28th among 73
countries in the 2018 Government E-Payments Adoption Ranking (GEAR) study.
What is 2018 GEAR?
An Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) global Index and benchmarking study commissioned by Visa, ranks
governments by quantifying their e-payment capabilities based on various indicators.
Observations
India ranked 28th, up from 36th rank in 2011, reinforcing the country‘s progress towards digital
transformation. This is the third edition of the study after those in 2007 and 2011.
India leads
India leads the Business to Government category, along with Australia, Singapore and South Korea. The
category refers to the ease with which businesses can calculate and make their tax payments, register and
renew their registrations online and digitally calculate their pension fund contributions, thereby making those
payments on a periodic basis.
At the same time, by simplifying refund and loan application processes, wherein businesses can track status
digitally, coupled with dedicated digital portals to submit proposals for government procurement services,
India leads the Government to Business category as well.
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World Bank‟s Human Capital Index
Why in news?
Broader theme of the World Development Report (WDR) is ―The Changing Nature of Work‖. As part of this
report, World Bank has launched a Human Capital Project (HCP).
HCP program
It is a program of advocacy, measurement, and analytical work to raise awareness and increase demand for
interventions to build human capital. There are three components of HCP- a cross-country human capital
measurement metric called the Human Capital Index (HCI), a programme of measurement and research to
inform policy action, and a programme of support for country strategies to accelerate investment in human
capital.
The HCI has been constructed for 157 countries- to measure the amount of human capital that a child born
today can expect to attain by age 18. The HCI index values are contended to convey the productivity of the
next generation of workers, compared to a benchmark of complete standard education and full health.
The HCI has three components:
1. Survival, as measured by under-5 mortality rates;
2. Expected years of Quality-Adjusted School which combines information on the quantity and quality
of education (quality is measured by harmonizing test scores from major international student
achievement testing programs and quantity from number of years of school that a child can expect to
obtain by age 18 given the prevailing pattern of enrolment rates across grades in respective countries);
3. Health environment using two proxies of (a) adult survival rates and (b) the rate of stunting for
children under age 5.
HDI vs HCI
UNDP constructs Human Development Index (HDI). The HCI uses survival rates and stunting rate instead of
life expectancy as measure of health, and quality-adjusted learning instead of merely years of schooling as
measure of education. HCI also excludes per capita income whereas the HDI uses it. Two significant changes
from HDI are exclusion of income component and introduction of quality adjustment in learning.
First HCI published
For 56% of the world‘s population the HCI is at or below 0.50; and for 92% it is at or below 0.75. Hence only
8% of the population can expect to be 75% as productive as they could be.
The key observations regarding HCI for India in the Report are as under
Human Capital Index: A child born in India today will be only 44 per cent as productive when she grows up
as she could be if she enjoyed complete education and full health.
The HCI in India for females is marginally better than that for males.
Further, there has been marked improvement in the HCI components in India over the last five years.
Probability of Survival to Age 5: 96 out of 100 children born in India survive to age 5.
Expected Years of School
In India, a child who starts school at age 4 can expect to complete 10.2 years of school by her 18th birthday.
Harmonized Test Scores
Students in India score 355 on a scale where 625 represents advanced attainment and 300 represents
minimum attainment.
Learning-adjusted Years of School
Factoring in what children actually learn, expected years of school is only 5.8 years.
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Adult Survival Rate
Across India, 83 per cent of 15-year olds will survive until age 60.
Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate)
62 out of 100 children are not stunted. 38 out of 100 children are stunted, and so at risk of cognitive and
physical limitations that can last a lifetime.
Gender Differences
In India, HCI for girls is marginally higher than for boys.
HCI score for India does not reflect the key initiatives that are being taken for developing human capital● The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan- to focus on access and quality of education for the benefit of 197
million school children.
● Ayushman Bharat Programme, world‘s largest Health Insurance initiative providing 500 million
citizens with adequate health coverage, and transforming 150,000 Health Centres into Wellness
Centres
● Sanitation coverage has expanded from 38% in 2014 to 83% in 2018 under the Swachh Bharat
Mission.
● Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana improved the health of about 38 million women by providing them
with LPG connection to replace firewood and coke based cooking stoves.
● Pradhan Mantri Jandhan Yojana- access to formal banking services to over 328 million persons. The
share of account ownership among rural adults has more than doubled from 33% in 2011 to 79% in
2017.
● Direct cash transfer of about US$ 64 billion to citizens, thus improving governance and social
protection.
Government therefore, has decided to ignore the HCI and will continue to undertake its path breaking
programme for human capital development.
Rajasthan, A.P., Kerala record top performances in NEET
Why in news?
Tamil Nadu fares poorly with only one candidate in the top 50;
Kalpana Kumari from Bihar comes first. Candidates for admission
to all medical programmes in private and government medical
colleges, barring AIIMS and JIPMER, Puducherry, are selected
through NEET.
Cut-off percentile
The cut-off percentile a method of knowing what percentage of
candidates a particular candidate has done better than for the
general category is the 50th percentile and that for OBC, SC and
ST candidates is the 40th percentile.
Government opens doors to lateral entry
Government invites applicants at Joint Secretary-level posts
In an apparent bid to bring in expertise from the private sector individuals and infuse talent into the country‘s
bureaucracy, the government has invited ―outstanding individuals‖ to join the government at the joint
secretary level at the Centre. For starters, the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has invited
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applications for 10 senior level positions. The departments for which applicants are sought include Revenue,
Financial Services, Economic Affairs, Commerce and Civil Aviation, Agriculture and Cooperation, Highways
and Shipping and Environment and Climate Change.
Eligibility Criteria
The notification specifies a minimum age of 40 years and minimum qualification of graduation from a
recognized university or institute while higher qualification will be an added advantage. As per the
notification, the eligibility criteria includes ―Individuals working at comparable levels in Private Sector
Companies, Consultancy Organisations, International/Multinational Organisations with a minimum of 15
years‘ experience‖ other than those working in central public sector undertakings, autonomous bodies,
statutory organizations, research bodies and universities. According to the DoPT, the recruitment will be
on contract basis for three to five years.
New norms for college teachers
Why in news?
The University Grants Commission (UGC) has brought out a new set of regulations to alter the conditions for
recruitment and promotion of college and university teachers, so as to make universities more focussed on
research and colleges on the teaching-learning process.
New norms
Research will no longer be mandatory for college teachers for promotion. However, university promotions
will offer weightage to research done. College teachers will be graded on teaching rather than research.
College teachers can still do research and earn higher grades for it. Other than research, college teachers can
earn grades for other activities too — like social work, helping in adoption of a village, helping students in
extra-curricular activities, contributing teaching material to Swayam, the MOOCS platform for online
material. College teachers can become professors now. Till now, a college teacher could not rise above the
rank of associate professor, the professor post being limited to university departments. To become an assistant
professor in a college, the requirement remains the same: Ph.D or NET plus a master‘s degree. However, for
promotion to the post of associate professor, a Ph.D will be mandatory even at the college level. Indians who
had been awarded a doctoral degree from any of the top 500 global universities would be eligible to teach in
Indian universities without the requirement of any equivalence certificate or NET as soon as the regulations
are notified.

●
●

University Grants Commission (UGC)
The University Grants Commission of India (UGC India) is a statutory body set up in
accordance to the UGC Act 1956 under Ministry of Human Resource Development.
It is charged with coordination, determination, and maintenance of standards of higher
education. It provides recognition to universities in India and disburses funds to such
recognized universities and colleges.

Centre proposes new body to replace UGC
Why in news?
The Centre has placed in the public domain a draft Bill for a Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) –
aimed at replacing the University Grants Commission – for eliciting suggestions from educationists.
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Draft Higher Education Commission of India – a Regulator
HECI is tasked with the mandate of improving academic standards with specific focus on learning outcomes,
evaluation of academic performance by institutions, mentoring of institutions, training of teachers, promote
use of educational technology. The draft HECI India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act) Act,
2018, takes away funding powers from the proposed regulator and gives it powers to ensure academic quality
and even close down bogus institutions.
HECI will be in charge of ensuring academic quality in universities and colleges, the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) – or another mechanism that will be put in place later – will be responsible
for funding universities and colleges. Once UGC is replaced by HECI, the technical education regulator
AICTE and the teachers‘ education regulator NCTE will also be reformed on similar lines. The new regime
separates the academic and funding aspects of higher education.
Shutting Bogus Institutions
The Regulator will have powers to enforce compliance to the academic quality standards and will have the
power to order closure of sub-standard and bogus institutions. It will develop norms for setting standards for
opening and closure of institutions, provide for greater flexibility and autonomy to institutions, lay standards
for appointments to critical leadership positions at the institutional level irrespective of university started
under any law (including state list). Non-compliance could result in fines or even a jail sentence. Till now, the
UGC had no such powers. All it could do was to release a list of bogus institutions and not recognise their
degrees.
Who will be the new staff?
UGC staff would be retrained to adapt to the HECI regime, which will be fully digital and would do away
with file work. The HECI will have a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and 12 other members, including exofficio members, eminent academics and a doyen of industry.
Paper setters to receive training from National Testing Agency
Why in news?
The National Testing Agency, which is being set up to relieve the Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) of the burden of conducting multiple examinations, will also train paper setters to set better question
papers and provide better model answers.
Background
In view of the need to have a specialized body in India like the most advanced countries, the Finance Minister
in the Budget speech of 2017-18 had announced setting up of a National Testing Agency (NTA) as an
autonomous and self-sustained premier testing organization to conduct all entrance examinations for higher
educational institutions.
Features of National Testing Agency (NTA)
National Testing Agency (NTA) will be created as a Society registered under the Indian Societies Registration
Act, 1860. It will be an autonomous and self-sustained premier testing organization to conduct entrance
examinations for higher educational institutions. The agency‘s mandate is to put in place a robust system for
the conduct of examinations.
Functions of NTA
The NTA would initially conduct those entrance examinations which are currently being conducted by the
CBSE. Eventually, the new body will take over all examinations from the CBSE, except the 10th and 12th
board examinations. Other examinations will be taken up gradually after NTA is fully geared up. Among the
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examinations that will be transferred to the NTA is the prestigious Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) for
admission to engineering colleges like the IITs and NITs and the National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test
(NEET) for admission to all medical colleges in the country, except AIIMS and JIPMER, Puducherry. NTA
will also train paper setters to set better question papers and provide better model answers. There is no system
for paper-setter training till now.
Mode of examination
The entrance examinations will be conducted in online mode at least twice a year, thereby giving adequate
opportunity to candidates to bring out their best. In order to serve the requirements of the rural students, it
would locate the centres at sub-district/district level and as far as possible would undertake hands-on training
to the students.
Constitution
NTA will be chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by MHRD. The CEO will be the Director General
to be appointed by the Government. There will be a Board of Governors comprising members from user
institutions. The Director General will be assisted by 9 verticals headed by academicians/ experts.
Finances
NTA will be given a one-time grant of Rs.25 crore from the Government of India to start its operation in the
first year. Thereafter, it will be financially self-sustainable.
Impacts
Establishment of NTA will benefit about 40 lakh students appearing in various entrance examinations. It will
relieve CBSE, AICTE and other agencies from responsibility of conducting these entrance examinations. It
will also bring in high reliability, standardized difficulty level for assessing the aptitude, intelligence and
problem solving abilities of the students.
„Happiness Curriculum‟ for school students
Why in news?
The Delhi government launched ‗Happiness Curriculum‘ which includes meditation, moral values and mental
exercises for its school students. It was launched by Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the presence of
the Dalai Lama.
Happiness Curriculum
The Happiness Curriculum focuses on holistic education by including meditation, value education, and
mental exercises in conventional education curriculum. It was designed and prepared by a team of 40 Delhi
government teachers, educators and volunteers over period of six months. It involves ‗Happiness‘ period of
45 minutes for all students studying in nursery up to class VIII at all Delhi government schools. Each class
will begin with 5 minute meditation practice. The curriculum focuses on meditation, moral teachings, and
mental exercises, with the aim of turning students into good human being.
Institutions of Eminence
Why in news?
The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has granted Institution of Eminence (IoE)
status to six educational institutions. It includes 3 Institutions from Public Sector and 3 from Private Sector.
They were selected by Empowered Expert Committee headed by former Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
N Gopalaswami.
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Selected Institutions
Selected institutions are Public Sector: Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru (Karnataka); Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay (Maharashtra) and IIT, Delhi. Private Sector: Birla Institute of
Technology & Sciences, Pilani (Rajashtan); Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal (Karnataka) and
proposed Jio Institute of Reliance Foundation in Pune (Maharashtra) under Green Field Project.
Institutions of Eminence (IoE)
The scheme of IoE was rolled out by University Grants Commission (UGC). It aims to help 20 higher
education (10 public and 10 private) institutions from country break into top 500 global rankings in 10 years,
and then eventually break into top 100 over time.
Benefits
These selected institutions will have greater autonomy compared to other higher education institutions. They
will be free to decide their fee for domestic and foreign students and have flexible course duration and
structure. They will be exempted from approvals of government or UGC for academic collaborations with
foreign institutions, except institutions in MEA and MHA‘s list of negative countries. 10 government
institutions selected will also get Rs 1,000 crore each from HRD Ministry to achieve world-class status. There
will be no financial assistance to the private institutions.
Performance
Once identified, IoE are targeted must target break into top 100 bracket in one internationally reputed ranking
framework in 10 years.
Eligibility
Only higher education institutions, currently placed in the top 500 of global rankings or top 50 of National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), are eligible to apply for eminence tag. The private IoE can also
come up as greenfield ventures provided sponsoring organisation submits convincing perspective plan for 15
years.
NCPCR recommends 10% yearly cap on fee hike in private, unaided schools
Why in news?
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has drafted fee regulations to put in place
uniform fee framework to check frequent and arbitrary increases in school fees by unaided private schools.
NCPCR is country‘s apex child rights body. It will recommend these draft regulations to Union Ministry of
Human Resource Development (HRD).
Draft regulations
It proposes 10% yearly cap on the fee hike permissible by private, unaided schools. It suggests setting up
district fee regulatory authority in states to monitor school fee increases. It suggests formula for determining
fees, based on school‘s location, costs incurred, revenue earned, student strength and other parameters.
It proposes fines on schools if they violates uniform fee framework. These schools will be fined 1% of
revenue it generates for first instance of violation of these rules and it will increase to 2 % and 5% for second
and third violation. For any subsequent violation, it proposes to place school in no admission category and bar
it from admitting new students.
Note
The regulation of education-related matters is domain of HRD ministry, but NCPCR has stepped in to draft
fee regulations for unaided schools, citing Section 13 of Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR)
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Act, 2005 and Section 32 of Right to Education (RTE) Act, which gives it authority to review safeguards
under law to protect of child rights and recommend measures.
Background
There are around 3,50,000 private, unaided schools (24% of all schools) where 75 million children or 38% of
all students, study. Such schools do not receive any grant from government and have to generate their own
revenue for sustenance. Many cities across India have of late seen parents protest arbitrary fee hikes by such
schools. In Mumbai and Delhi, for instance, arbitrary fee hike in such schools in last year varied between 10
% and 40 %. National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) NCPCR is a statutory body set
up in 2007 under Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. Its objective is to protect, promote
and defend child rights in India including rights adopted in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Children, 1989, ratified by India in 1992. (This convention denes child as a human being below 18 years of
age)
Innovate India Platform
Why in news?
It was launched by Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog & MyGov. Through the portal, users can view,
comment, share, and rate the innovations crowd sourced on the #InnovateIndia platform. #InnovateIndia
MyGov-AIM portal creates the much-needed innovations platform for registering both grassroots and deeptech innovators at a national level.
Atal Innovation Mission
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a flagship initiative set up by the NITI Aayog to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship. AIM is also envisaged as an umbrella innovation organization that would play an
instrumental role in alignment of innovation policies between central, state and sectoral innovation schemes
incentivizing the establishment and promotion of an ecosystem of innovation and entrepreneurship at various
levels - higher secondary schools, science, engineering and higher academic institutions, and SME/MSME
industry, corporate and NGO levels.
At the school level, AIM is setting up state of the art Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) in schools across all districts.
To date, 2441 schools have already been selected for ATL Grants and by the end of 2018 over 5000
schools are expected to be operational with Atal Tinkering Labs. At the university, NGO, SME and Corporate
industry levels, AIM is setting up world-class Atal Incubators (AICs) that would trigger and enable successful
growth of sustainable startups in every sector /state of the country. AIM is providing a grant of upto Rs 10
crores to successful applicants for setting up greenfield incubators or scaling up existing ones. To promote
specific product innovations with social / economic impact, AIM will be launching Atal New India
Challenges / Atal Grand Challenges in specific areas and sectors of national importance - such as Renewable
Energies, Energy Storage, Climate-smart precision agriculture, Universal drinking water, Swaach Bharat,
Transportation, Education, Healthcare using Robotic, IOT technologies, Artificial Intelligence, Block-chain,
Augmented and Virtual reality, Battery Technologies etc.
Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)
Why in news?
Innovation cell is MHRD‘s initiative and has been established at AICTE premises with a purpose
to systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the
country. The primary mandate of Innovation Cell is to encourage, inspire and nurture young students by
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exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative activities in their formative years fostered
through Network of Innovation clubs in Higher Educational Institutions.
Decade of Innovation
21st century is century of Innovation, and the Prime Minister of India has called the decade 2010-20 as the
‗Decade of Innovation‘, to unleash the creative potential of every Indian. India has already been improving on
global stage in terms of Innovation ranking from 86th place, 5 years ago, to 57th place this year. ARIIA will
encourage healthy competiveness among Higher Educational Institutions.
Major Programs
1. Network of Innovation Clubs (NIC)
2. Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)
3. Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2019
4. National Student Startup Policy (NSSP)
The third edition of World‘s Biggest Open Innovation Model - Smart India Hackathon - 2019 launched
August, 2018 at the hand of Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon‘ble Minister for HRD, New Delhi. Smart India
Hackathon 2019 would also have 2 sub-editions – Software edition (a 36-hour software product development
competition) and Hardware edition (a 5 days long hardware product development competition).
National Student Startup Policy
National Student Startup Policy aims at identifying the innovative and entrepreneurial potential of students
and transforming them into start-up entrepreneurs. This can be done by developing an ideal entrepreneurial
ecosystem and promoting strong inter-institutional partnerships among technical institutions, other ecosystem
enablers, different stakeholders, programs, market and society.
TCIL, MEA sign MOU for pan Africa e-Network project
Why in news?
Telecommunications Consultants India Ltd. (TCIL) signed an agreement with Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) for the implementation of e-VBAB Network Project. The two separate platforms, will link various
educational institutions and hospitals in India and the participating African countries.
E-VBAB Network Project
E-VBAB Network Project is primarily a technological upgrade and extension of the Pan-African e-Network
Project (Phase 1) which was implemented in 48 partner countries across Africa from 2009 till 2017. The
Phase 1 of the Project successfully imparted tele-education and tele-medicine by linking educational
institutions and hospitals in India with those from the participating African countries. The flagship e-VBAB
project is a step towards capacity building in the field of education and medical science for all the 54 African
Nations. It is fully funded by MEA, GoI and is envisaged to be implemented in 9 months followed by 5 years
of operations and maintenance. The project aims to provide an opportunity for local employment and opens
the door for access to education and medical expertise from India to African students, doctors, nurses and
paramedical staff. It will also give an opportunity for Global acceptance of Indian University Education
system and Indian medical Health services.
About Pan-African e-Network project
Pan African e-Network project is an ICT project between India and the African Union that seeks to connect
the 55 member states of the Union through a satellite and fibre-optic network to India and It is aimed to
enable access and sharing of expertise between India and African states in the areas of tele-education,
telemedicine, Voice over IP, infotainment, resource mapping, meteorological services, e-governance and e-
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commerce services. The e-network is made up of a large undersea cable network and satellite connectivity
provided through C-Band transponders of the INTELSAT-904 or RASCOM satellites. The project is often
described as Africa‘s biggest ever in the ICT sector and is expected to extend ICT infrastructure to rural and
previously underserved areas. The idea for the project came from the then President A P J Abdul Kalam who
proposed such a network during his address to the Pan-African Parliament in Johannesburg in 2004. The
project is seen as an example of India furthering its economic and strategic interests in Africa through the use
of soft diplomacy and has been acclaimed as an instance of South-South cooperation, helping to overcome the
digital divide in Africa.
Puducherry bags top position in National Clean School Award given by HRD Ministry
Why in news?
Chief Minister V. Narayanasamy announced 1 lakh award for the Government Primary School, Kunichampet,
in appreciation of the school bagging the top rank at the national-level in implementation of the Swachh
Vidyalaya initiative.
Swachh Bharat Swachh Vidyalaya
The Swachh Bharat Swachh Vidyalaya initiative was launched in 2014 by the Union Government to ensure
that all schools in India provide access to separate toilets for boys and girls. As many as 721 schools
competed and 52 were shortlisted by the Centre for the award. The Department of School Education
nominated the 20 schools based on the number of toilets constructed, provision of running water and
maintenance of hygiene, supply of drinking water, greenery and wash programmes.
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
Why in news?
The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a triennial international survey which aims to
evaluate education systems worldwide by testing the skills and knowledge of 15-year-old students. India
would be participating in the PISA assessment in 2021.
What is PISA?
PISA coordinated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) is a two-hour
long test. PISA measures the 15-year old students reading, mathematics, and science literacy. PISA does not
test a student‘s memory and curriculum-based knowledge rather PISA emphasizes functional skills that
students have acquired as they near the end of compulsory schooling. PISA measures the student‘s ability to
use their ability to tackle the real-life challenge. Students who are 15-year-old and have completed or are near
the end of their compulsory education and those have completed at least six years of formal schooling would
be assessed. PISA is criticised for the fact that it is obsessed with standardised testing relying heavily on
quantitative measures.
India and PISA
India had participated in PISA 2009. The performance of Indian students was abysmally poor and India was
ranked 72nd rank among 74 participating countries. Then government of India boycotted PISA, blaming ―out
of context‖ questions for India‘s dismal performance. India would be taking part in the 2021 test. Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Navodaya Vidyalayas, and all schools, private and government, in Chandigarh will participate in
the 2021 test. OECD would also be conducting PISA-like assessment for students of Kendriya Vidyalayas
(KVs) and Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs) annually from 2019 to familiarise themselves with their testing
pattern in the run-up to the grand assessment in 2021. Also to address the socio-cultural disconnect between
the test questions and students, OECD would add an Indian touch to the questions like replacing the word
avocado with more popular Indian fruit such as mango.

© Smart Leaders IAS

www.smartleadersias.com

50

Prelims Current Affairs - 2019

MoU Signed Between ICFRE & Navoday Vidyalaya Samiti and Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
Why in news?
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Dehradun has signed two Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) to
launch ‗Prakriti‘ programme. The two MoUs have been signed for a period of 10 years.
MoUs signed
These MoUs aim to make Indian youth more sensitive towards national and global issues of environment and
help them become responsible citizens. It also seeks to mobilise cadre of youth for raising a peoples‘
movement, which is committed to the conservation of forest and environment. The collaboration forged
through these MoUs will enable transfer of knowledge to students and teachers of KVS and NVS on
environment, forest, environmental services and contemporary areas of forestry research through lectures and
interactive sessions by ICFRE scientists.
Prakriti programme
The main objective of Prakriti programme is to provide platform for school children to learn practical skills
towards sustainable use of resources. It also aims to promote awareness about forests and environment and
stimulate interest among students of KVS and NVS in maintaining balanced environment. It also seeks to
provide students with skills that reflect care and protection towards forests, environment and society.
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
It is autonomous organization under Ministry of Environment and Forests. It is headquartered
in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. Its functions are to conduct and promote forestry research, transfer
technologies developed to states of India and other user agencies and to impart forestry
education. It has 9 research institutes and 4 advanced centres to cater to research needs of
different biogeographical regions.
Global Skills Park (GSP)
Why in news?
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India signed a $150 million LoanAgreement to
establish a Global Skills Park (GSP) in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
Significance
The First Multi-Skills Park in India, to enhance the quality of Technical and Vocational Education And
Training (TVET) System in the State and create a more skilled workforce.
Purpose
To improve the quality and relevance of the State‘s TVET programs and will help impart advanced job-ready
skills training of international standards that can meet the employment needs of the State‘s emerging sectors.
Benefits
Help modernize 10 industrial training institutes across the state by renovating training infrastructure and
upgrading skills courses to align with industry and market needs. It will consist of core Advanced Training
Institutes including the Center for Occupational Skills Acquisition and the Center for Advanced Agricultural
Training as well as other support services focusing on entrepreneurship, training of trainers, and skill-related
research.
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Task force for closing skills gap in India
Why in news?
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas & Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
launched a Task Force for Closing the Skills Gap in India, in collaboration with the World Economic Forum.
Purpose
To accelerate the future-proofing of education and training systems; to develop an action plan to address skills
gaps in India and make the Indian workforce ready for jobs of future. The task force will bring together
leaders from business, Government, civil society, and the education and training sectors.
Chair and Co-chair
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan will co-chair the task force along with Shri Salil Parekh, Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director, Infosys. More than half of our population are working age. Task Force is the second
country-led public-private collaboration of the World Economic Forum‘s Closing the Skills Gap Project after
South Africa.
Satish Dhawan Center for Space Science in the Central University of Jammu
Why in news?
ISRO signs MoU with University for setting up of the Center for Space Science.
Purpose
It will help in tapping potential of Space Applications for the region of J&K in various fields like disaster
management, health, education, communication, weather forecasting, land use planning, etc; opportunity to
the youth of the region to contribute to the field of space science as well as to the nation. It will have facilities
for Geospatial Data analysis that will help in sustainable use of natural resources and planning land-use
pattern.
ISRO is dedicated to the mission of utilizing space sciences for the benefit of mankind as envisaged by Dr.
Vikram Sarabhai and Prof Satish Dhawan, the founding fathers of ISRO.
Other activities of ISRO
Setting up of Regional Academic Centers (RAC), Space Technology Incubation Centers (S-TIC), setting up
of ISRO Chairs and Space Technology Cells in various parts of the country.
About Space Sciences
Multidisciplinary subject which involves basic sciences such as physics, chemistry, biology, astronomy,
geology, planetary science, mathematics, atmospheric sciences, geography, space engineering and even space
law.
Central Tribal University in Vizianagaram approved by Cabinet
Why in news?
Cabinet approved setting up of a Central Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh.
Place
It will be set up in Relli village of Vizianagaram District.
Background
It is provided under the Thirteenth Schedule to the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. Cabinet has
also approved the provision of funds of Rs. 420 crore for the first phase expenditure towards its
establishment.
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National Institute of Inter-Faith Studies in Punjab
Why in news?
Centre will set up a first-of-its-kind institute of Inter-Faith Studies in Punjab as part of the year-long activities
to commemorate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak.
Purpose
To promote brotherhood and diversity
Other activities
To develop Sultanpur Lodhi in Punjab where Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, is believed to have spent
most of his life. The area will be developed as a heritage city incorporating 'Pind Babe Nanak Da'. A high
powered telescope will be installed in Indian territory to view Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan where the first Sikh
guru spent his last days. Institute for inter-faith studies in Punjab—to run on the lines of the teachings of Guru
Nanak Dev ji who preached the qualities of brotherhood, diversity and the concept of unity in diversity.
West Bengal Green University renamed as Rani Rashmoni Green University
Why in news?
The state Assembly passed a bill to rename the West Bengal Green University in Hooghly as Rani Rashmoni
Green University.
Purpose
To commemorate the 225th birth anniversary of Lokmata Rani Rashmoni
Plan
It would be developed as a centre of excellence for learning and research in various branches of studies
related to environmental studies, surface management studies and bio-diversity management. There will be
courses in UG and PG levels and job oriented training as well.
Rashmoni, Rani (1793–1861)
Rashmoni, the founder of the Dakshineswar Kali Temple, was born in 1793 in Kona, a small village near
Kolkata. By birth she belonged to a shudra or ‗untouchable‘ caste. Her father was Harekrishna Das, a
labourer. When she was 11, Rajachandra Das, a very rich man, was struck by her beauty and married her. In
1817, Rajachandra inherited the large family fortune from his father, but he died at 48, leaving Rashmoni and
her three married daughters. consummate skill and the help of her son-in-law Mohandas Biswas she managed
the assets and prosperity of the house, and also contributed generously to charity.
The turning point in Rashmoni‘s life came in 1847 when, guided by a vision of the goddess Kali, she started
the construction of the temple at Dakshineshwar, four miles north of Kolkata. In 1855 an auspicious day was
fixed for the installation of the deity at the temple. When Puja processions were stopped by the British on the
charge that they disturbed the peace, she defied the orders.
Eklavya Model Residential Schools
Why in news?
Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) for STs are set up in States / UTs with provisioning of funds
through ―Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution‖. The establishing of EMRSs are based on demand
of the concerned States/UTs with availability of land as an essential attribute. As per the budget 2018-19,
every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons, will have an Eklavya
Model Residential School by the year 2022.
Status
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As per census 2011, there are 564 sub-districts, i.e. blocks/taluka/tehsils, having more than 50% ST
population and at least 20,000 tribal persons. Out of these sub-districts, at present 102 sub-districts have
EMRSs and the rest 462 sub-districts do not have an EMRS.
Objective of EMRS
To provide quality middle and high level education to Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in remote areas, not only
to enable them to avail of reservation in high and professional educational courses and as jobs in government
and public and private sectors but also to have access to the best opportunities in education at par with the non
ST population.
Provisions
The number of seats for boys and girls will be equal; education will be entirely free. Every class can have
maximum 60 students preferably in 2 sections of 30 students each and the total sanctioned strength of the
school will be 480 students. EMRSs may be affiliated either to the State or Central Boards of Secondary
Education as desired fit by the State Governments/UT Administration. The capital cost for the school
complex, including hostels and staff quarters will now be Rs.12.00 crore with a provision to go up to Rs.16.00
crore in hill areas, deserts and islands.
India‟s First Jean Monnet CoE Opened at Mahe
Why in news?
India's first Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence established by the European Union was inaugurated at the
Department of European Studies (DES) at Manipal Academy of Higher Education. The award comes with a
grant of €1,00,000 to pursue India-EU interdisciplinary studies in culture, literature, education and society.
This is the fifth time that MAHE has been awarded grants under the Erasmus Jean Monnet initiative.
Aim
To strengthen and enhance the educational connect between India and EU. The CoE will host open-to-public
workshops on European literature, winter schools for students around the world, and an India-EU Higher
Education Meet. The teaching activities refer to the open elective courses that will be open for students from
all disciplines at the MAHE campus.
● Watching‘ Europe – Understanding European Culture and Society through Cinema
● European Literature in Indian Regional Languages
● Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) in the Indian Context
● Ethics and Epics – Understanding Philosophies of Life in India and Europe
Shiksha Setu
● Haryana launched a mobile app to provide students information on attendance, fee, online admission
and scholarships of all government colleges of the state
● would bring transparency in the department and college administration, while ensuring better
connectivity between students, parents, teachers and officials.
● will provide instant updates of important notices, circulars and other programmes to students and
teachers, while allowing the former to pay their fee online
● During admissions, the students would be able to check the status of seats or course in every college
in the state and will also get access to information such as details of scholarships and eligibility
conditions among others
● Students will also get instant information on assignments and notifications.
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India‟s First Railway University
Why in news?
National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI), a university in Vadodara, Gujarat is the third in the world
after Russia and China.
Courses
The university had started two under-graduate programmes -- BSc in Transportation Technology and BBA
programme in Transportation Management in September 2018.
The student body in Rail University is highly diverse with 17 girls and 86 boys coming from 20 states.
● 41 students: BBA (Transportation Management)
● 62 students: B Sc (Transportation Technology)
The idea of a rail university was mooted by PM in 2014, as it is needed for the research and modernization of
the country's archaic railway system.
Operation NISTAR
Why in news?
NAVY had diverted its ship INS Sunayna from the Gulf of Aden to Socotra as part of the operation 'NISTAR'
to rescue the Indians.
Formed: May 21, 2018
Damage: $1.5 billion (2018 USD)
Areas affected: Yemen, Oman, Saudi Arabia
Mekunu, the cyclone which hit the Yemini Island of Socotra, causing severe flooding and damage, is named
by Maldivies. It means ''mullet'' in Dhivehli, the lanugage of Maldivians.
World Bank nod for 6,000 cr. groundwater recharge plan
Why in news?
Government has joined hands with the World Bank to execute a 6,000-crore scheme called the Atal Bhujal
Yojana (ABHY).
Aim
To improve water management through community participation. To address concerns about depleting
groundwater reserves in India.
Priority areas
The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, which represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited,
critical and semi-critical blocks in terms of ground water in India.
2011 sample assessment
As per 2011 sample assessment, groundwater in 19 of India‘s 71 districts — about 26% were critical or
exploited, meaning that nearly as much or more water was being pulled out than their reservoirs‘ natural
recharge ability. In another assessment in 2013, they included groundwater blocks in districts that had gone
saline, and this percentage was up to 31%.
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60% work on landslide mapping over
Why in news?
Geological Survey of India [GSI] has completed 60% of its flagship landslide mapping programme.
Scheduled completion
It scheduled to complete within two more years.
The project, once completed, offer seamless landslide susceptibility maps of all the potentially-affected areas
which would help the district level administration. Nearly one-third of the area mapped has been uploaded for
public use. By 2020, the GSI plans to map out the landslide-prone hilly terrains of 18 States. More than 12 per
cent of the land area in the country is susceptible to landslides.
The major landslide prone areas in India include the Western Ghats and Konkan Hills (Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra), Eastern Ghats (Araku region in Andhra Pradesh), North-East Himalayas
(Darjeeling and Sikkim) and North West Himalayas (Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir).
Landslides are the third most deadly natural disasters on earth with $400 billion being spent annually on
landslide disaster management. Claiming to have deployed the world‘s first wireless sensor network system
for detection and early warning of landslides in Munnar, Kerala.
Region

Incidences of Landslides

Himalayas

High to very high

North-eastern Hills

High

Western Ghats and the Nilgiris

Modern to high

Cattle lost

Low

Vindhayachal

Low

Causes of Landslides
Landslides can be caused by
1. Poor ground conditions
2. Geomorphic phenomena
3. Natural physical forces
4. Quite often due to heavy spells of rainfall coupled with impeded drainage.
Government teams up with Google for flood warning
Why in news?
Water Resources Ministry teamed up with Google to generate flood warnings.
What is it?
If there are signs of an imminent flood, a Google Maps user will be able to see what regions are likely to see
water logging first and if their neighbourhood is under threat. Currently, the Central Water Commission
(CWC) warns of floods based on the rising water levels in reservoirs and if these are nearing a dam‘s ‗danger
marks.‘ CWC and Google will share technical expertise in the fields of artificial intelligence. Google Earth
Engine help visualise and improve flood management.
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Time to shift focus from land to water productivity in farming
Why in news?
Titled Water Productivity Mapping of Major Indian
Crops, the report by NABARD with ICRIER, mapping a
water atlas for ten major crops — rice, wheat, maize, red
gram or tur, chickpea or channa, sugarcane, cotton,
groundnut, rapeseed-mustard and potato. These together
occupy more than 60% of the country‘s gross cropped
area.
Indian agriculture uses almost 80% of country‘s water
resources, which are increasingly under stress, changing
the objective of agriculture development to increasing
productivity per unit of water, especially irrigation water.
Punjab
Punjab reports the highest land productivity for rice, producing four tonnes per hectare. However, it only
produces 0.22 kg of rice for every meter cube of irrigation water. Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, on the other
hand, produce 0.75 and 0.68 kg for the same amount of water.
For sugarcane
Another water-guzzling crop, Tamil Nadu reports the highest land productivity, producing 105 tonnes per
hectare. Karnataka, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh also have high rates of land productivity. However, all
four States in the water-stressed sub-tropical belt have an irrigation water productivity of less than 5 kg/m3.
Income policy approach
With water and power subsidies skewing cropping patterns, it also recommends reform in these areas, with a
shift from the price policy approach of heavily subsidising inputs to an income policy approach of directly
giving money farmers on per hectare basis.
System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting (SAFAR) inaugurated at Chandni Chowk in Delhi
Why in news?
"System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research" known as "SAFAR" was started at Chandni
Chowk.
LED display
LED display gives out real-time air quality index on 24x7 basis with colour coding along with 72-hour
advance forecast; to provide location specific information on air quality in near real time and its forecast 1-3
days in advance for the first time in India.
SAFAR is implemented in four cities– Delhi, Pune, Mumbai and Ahmedabad. Estimation- If 5% of people
suffering from air-pollution related diseases take advantage of the advisories, in Delhi alone, it would result in
a saving of nearly Rs. 2,500 crores in terms of health-related cost benefit.
Monitoring
In addition to regular air quality parameters like PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides,
Carbon Monoxide, the system will also monitor the existence of Benzene, Toluene and Xylene. The SAFAR
system is developed by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, along with ESSO partner institutions.
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„Green Mahanadi Mission‟ plantation drive in the Mahanadi river basin
Why in news?
Naveen Patnaik launched the 'Green Mahanadi Mission', a
plantation drive under which five crore saplings will be
planted in the Mahanadi river basin.
Mission plan
More than five crore saplings will be planted over an area of
41,000 hectares. The plantation will be done on either side
of major rivers of Odisha as well along roadside length of
about 5,000 km over a period of five years at an expenditure
of around Rs 5,000 crore.
Objective
To stop soil erosion on river banks and recharge the groundwater reserve.
Mahanadi basin
● extends over an area of 141,589 sq. km.
● bounded on the north by the Central India Hills, on the south and east by the Eastern Ghats and on the
west by the Maikala range.
● The basin lies in the States of Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Bihar and Maharashtra.
● rises from Raipur district of Chhatisgarh and flows for about 851 km before its outfall into the Bay of
Bengal.
● Its main tributaries are the Seonath, the Jonk, the Hasdeo, the Mand, the ib, the Ong and the Tel.
Projects
Two important projects completed during pre-plan period in the basin are the Mahanadi main canal and
Tandula reservoir in Chhattisgarh. During the plan period many projects were taken up and completed.
Important among them are the Hirakud dam, Mahanadi delta project, Hasdeo Bango, Mahanadi Reservoir
Project.
Monsoon season ends with a 9% deficit in rainfall
Why in news?
India Meteorological Department said that the southwest monsoon season has ended with ―below normal‖
rainfall. This is the second consecutive year when the monsoon was deficient. The country-wide rainfall
deficit was around 9%
The southwest monsoon brings rain from June to September. The northeastern states received scanty rainfall.
Three of them – Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Meghalaya – received deficit rain every week of the monsoon
season from June to September.
In the North East, there is no heavy dependence on agriculture, so no major impact on agriculture.
Groundwater levels will of course be affected in the North East. 95% of the Long Period Average rainfall for
June was received, while the figure for July was 94% and for August 92%. However, in September, the
country received just 76% of the Long Period Average rainfall.
The department calls a monsoon season normal when the total amount of rainfall in the country between June
and September is within 10 per cent (plus or minus) of the average rain over a long period. 'Deficit rainfall' is
when it drops below the margin of 10 per cent of the average. 'Excess rainfall' is when it exceeds the average
by more than 10 per cent. Kerala receiving an unprecedented rain during the Monsoon triggering one of the
worst flooding in a century in which scores of people were killed.
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Maharashtra launches website, app „Maha madat‟ to analyse drought situation
Why in news?
Maharashtra launched a website and a mobile application for collectively analyzing the rainfall, crop
situation, and underground water level using modern technology.
Purpose
To accurately analyze the drought-like situation in villages of the state. If there's no rain for 21 days
continuously and considering the study of humidity of soil, crop situation, level of groundwater, drought is
declared. When the rainfall deficiency is more than 10% and when 20 to 40% of the country is under drought
conditions, then the year is termed as All India Drought Year.
Cabinet approves implementation of Shahpurkandi Dam (National Project) on river Ravi in Punjab
Why in news?
Cabinet approved implementation of Shahpurkandi Dam Project, Punjab on river Ravi. For this, Central
Assistance of Rs. 485.38 cr (for irrigation component) would be provided over five years from 2018-19 to
2022-23. Implementation of this project would help minimising some of the water of the River Ravi which at
present is going waste through the MadhopurHeadworks downstream to Pakistan. On completion of the
project an Irrigation Potential of 5,000 ha in Punjab State and 32,173 ha in J&K State would be created. On
completion, Punjab would also be able to generate 206 MW of hydropower.
Funding for Central Assistance to Shahpurkandi Dam project shall be made through NABARD under existing
system for funding of 99 PMKSY-AIBP projects under LTIF. The project would be implemented by Govt. of
Punjab with Central Assistance of Rs. 485.38 crore The project would be completed by June 2022. The
implementation of scheme would generate 6.2 lakh man-days employment for unskilled workers, 6.2 lakh
man-days employment for semi-skilled andl 1.67 lakh man-days employment for skilled workers.
Indus Waters Treaty was signed between India and Pakistan in 1960 for sharing of Indus waters. According to
the Treaty, India got the full rights for utilization of waters of the three Eastern Rivers namely Ravi, Beas and
Satluj. A Bilateral agreement was signed between Punjab and J&K in Jan, 1979. As per the agreement,
construction of RanjitSagar Dam (Thein Dam) and Shahpurkandi Dam was to be taken up by Punjab Govt.
RanjitSagar Dam was commissioned in Aug, 2000.
India Water Impact Summit 2018
Why in news?
India Water Impact Summit 2018, being jointly organized by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
and the Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and Studies (cGanga) from 5-7 December 2018 in New
Delhi. India Water Impact Summit is an annual event where stakeholders get together to discuss, debate and
develop model solutions for some of the biggest water related problems in the country. The discussions this
year will be on rejuvenation of the Ganga River Basin.
The Summit will focus on three key aspects:
● Spotlight on 5 states: Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Delhi and Bihar-- to showcase the
efforts and works going on within the respective states.
● Ganga Financing Forum: The 2018 Summit also introduces the inaugural Ganga Financing Forum
that will bring a number of institutions to a common knowledge, information and partnership
platform. The Hybrid Annuity Model has redefined the economic landscape of water and waste-water
treatment in India. All tenders have been successfully bid out and financial closures being achieved.
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Additionally, the Government is also now encouraging development of smaller decentralised waste
water treatment projects. The Financing Forum will bring together financial institutions and investors
interested in Namami Gange programmes.
Technology and Innovation: Implementation of the pilot/demonstration programme known as the
Environment Technology Verification (ETV) process. This will provide an opportunity to technology
and innovation companies from around the world to showcase their solutions for addressing the
problems prevalent in the river basin.

India‟s per capita plastic use among lowest
Why in news?
India has among the lowest per capita consumption of plastic in the world, ―much lower‖ than that of many
developed countries, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the World Environment Day celebrations. India
was committed to reducing the use of plastic and would join the Clean Seas programme a Sweden-led
initiative to reduce littering of marine ecosystems.
World Environment Day – June 5 of every year
The theme for this year‘s Environment Day, organised in partnership with the United Nations Environmental
Programme, is ―Beat plastic pollution‖. India is the global host nation for the 43rd edition of this event.
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)- India was committed to reducing 33-35% of emission intensity
of its GDP during 2005-2030.
According to the Central Pollution Control Board, India generates about 15,000 tonnes of plastic waste every
day, of which about 40% remains uncollected. About 70% of the plastic packaging products become ―waste‖
in a short span of time. While plastics have a wide variety of applications, the global rally is against the socalled ―single use‖ or disposable plastic used in bottles, cups, wrapping paper and bags. Together, they
account for over half the plastic produced. Environment Ministry, two years ago, notified plastic waste
management rules that sought to control the manufacture of the particular kind of plastics, particularly the
provision that bans the use of bags less than 50 microns thick.
Democracy the antidote against IS
Why in news?
India‘s secular democracy has ensured that pan-Islamic ideologies, like those professed by terror groups like
Al Qaeda and Islamic State, don‘t attract minorities in the country, said Minister of State for external affairs
M.J. Akbar, in a conference on ―Tackling Insurgent Ideologies‖ in New Delhi.
Indian Muslims
Indian Muslims are the only Muslims in the world, who as such a large community, have enjoyed seven
decades of continued democracy. Several surveys including a British study of the Islamic State on social
media platforms like Facebook called ―Spiders of the Caliphate‖ have found that Indians have a negligible
presence on the Jihadist network online. The studies have concluded that ―India‘s Muslim population is
largely resistant to both al-Qaeda and IS recruitment,‖ although it faced elements of the ―virtual caliphate‖ on
its borders with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Those who believe religion could be the basis of
nationalism or creation of a state, actually deny the logic of nation-state. If Islam was the basis for a state,
why would there be 22 Arab states, where they all share one religion and speak one language (Arabic)?
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Centre bans affiliates of al-Qaeda, Islamic State
Why in news?
The Home Ministry has banned the Al Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and the Islamic State in
Khorasan Province (ISKP) under the anti-terror law, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA).
Notification
The Ministry issued a notification that the AQIS, an affiliate of the Al Qaeda and ISKP, the Afghanistan wing
of the Islamic State are ―terrorist organisations.‖ AQ and IS are already banned under the UAPA.
AQIS
AQIS is a terrorist organisation, which has committed acts of terrorism in the neighbouring
countries, has been promoting and encouraging terrorist acts on the Indian interests in the
Indian sub-continent and has been attempting radicalisation and recruitment of youth from
India. Mainly comprising defectors from the Tehrik-i-Taliban (TTP), the ISKP came into
existence in 2015. Twenty- one men, women and children from Kerala are said to have
travelled to Afghanistan in 2016 to live in the IS-controlled territory.
Social media hub idea may not take off
Why in news?
The Centre‘s controversial proposal to set up a social
media communication hub appears to be headed for a
quiet burial. Public sector firm Broadcast Engineering
Consultants India Ltd., which is supposed to be handling
the project, has extended the last date for tenders. This is
the fourth time the date has been extended.
The proposal and the apprehensions
The proposal to set up such a hub had turned
controversial, as many called it an indirect measure to
―snoop‖ on and influence voters. The hub proposes to
monitor social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
even email) handles at the very local level in multiple
languages to carry out ―sentiment analysis‖, track down
the influence-making social media users and to categorise the conversations on social media into positive,
negative and neutral sections. It also aimed to track real time the way social media receives news on
government‘s schemes and announcements and also political events. Under the project, media persons would
be employed on a contractual basis in each district to be the ―eyes and ears‖ of the government.
The proposal also said the hub requires tools to be able to ―listen to email‖ and assist the government in
tailoring campaigns to promote ―positive opinions and neutralise negative sentiments‖ about government
schemes.
Human rights ignored in Smart Cities Mission
Why in news?
In 2017, forced evictions and demolitions of homes have been documented in 32 of the cities participating in
the Smart Cities Mission, according to an analysis of the government‘s flagship project by the Housing and
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Land Rights Network (HRLN). Some of these evictions were directly linked to Smart City projects, while
others were carried out for reasons ranging from ―city beautification‖ to ―slum clearance‖.
Report
The report, titled India‘s Smart Cities Mission: Smart For Whom? Cities For Whom? argues that the Mission
demonstrated a restrictive approach to urban development. Of the total proposed investment of 2.04 lakh
crore, 80% will be spent on area-based development, which covers less than 5% of the area in at least half the
cities of the Mission. ―It‘s a lot of money being spent on very few places,‖ The choice of areas for
development is often exclusionary. For example, where is investment desperately needed in Delhi? It is not in
the NDMC area [which has been chosen as a Smart City]. It is areas on the margins. It is migrants who build
our city, so why doesn‘t the city focus on benefits and amenities for them.
Special Purpose Vehicles being set up to implement the Smart City projects are not elected bodies. In many
cities, they are being run by State bureaucrats, sidelining elected urban bodies, and local interests. ―A city
without the power to take its own decisions is not very smart.‖
Pitch to MOVE
What is it?
―Pitch to MOVE‖ - a mobility pitch competition that aims to provide budding entrepreneurs of India a unique
opportunity to pitch their business ideas to a distinguished jury.
Startups working in the various fields of mobility can pitch their ideas to industry leaders and
Venture Capitalists for raising investments.
The Purpose
Pitch to MOVE aims to identify and incentivise the startups, which will help the Government realize its vision
of Shared, Connected, Intermodal and Environment Friendly Mobility for India. The objective is to harness
the latest disruption for generating employment and growth in our country.
Who organized it?
―Pitch to MOVE‖ is organised by NITI Aayog in collaboration with Invest India and Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM).
Secondary Data Centre of National Data Repository (NDR) inaugurated in Bhubaneswar
Why in news?
Union Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad inaugurated the
Secondary Data Centre of National Data Repository (NDR) and new facility of Software Technology Parks of
India (STPI) in Bhubaneswar. The NDR is a first of its kind in eastern India.
About NDR
NDR will provide an e-platform for investors to access, visualize and purchase exploration and production
data. While we had a primary data centre at our Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH), Noida
premises, there was always a need of a secondary data centre as part of disaster recovery and business
continuity plan for the primary data centre. STPI centre inaugurated in Bhubaneswar is the biggest Software
Technology Park of eastern India. He said these initiatives will boost digital development of Odisha.
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Government of India in envisaging on an ambitious project to set up a National Knowledge Hub (NKH)
alternatively called as National Knowledge Centre (NKC) in E&P area in coming few years. The components
of NKH/NKC will be
▪ National Data Repository
▪ National Processing Centre
▪ National Visualization & Application Centre
▪ National Training Centre
▪ National E&P Knowledge Portal
NDR is a turnkey project on Build, Populate and Operate basis. Below are the data classes of NDR:
▪ Seismic Data
▪ Well & Log Data
▪ Spatial Data
▪ Other G&G data like Drilling, Reservoir, Production, Geological, Gravity & Magnetic
▪ Reports and Documents
NDR will store and maintain hydrocarbon exploration & production data in a safe and reusable manner, in
perpetuity.
DGH now envisions a move beyond the NELP, towards ―Open Acreage‖ approach with OALP.
Engineers‟ Day observed on birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna M. Visvesvaraya on September 15
Who is he?
Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya, who was fondly called Sir MV, was literally the builder of India, the builder of
dams and water systems, to be precise, which not only boosted irrigation facilities but also saved a large
number of people from floods. He was an engineering pioneer of India whose genius reflected in harnessing
of water resources and building and consolidation of dams across the country. Every year India celebrates
Engineer's Day on September 15, the birth anniversary of Visvesvaraya.
About Visvesvaraya
When Visvesvaraya was the Diwan of Mysore from 1912 to 1918, he transformed the state into what was
then known as a 'model state'. For his numerous industrial, economic and social projects, he was called
"Father of Modern Mysore". Visvesvaraya was also the chief engineer responsible for the construction of the
Krishna Raja Sagara Dam in Mysore, the biggest in Asia at that time. In 1909, when the city of Hyderabad
was in danger of getting flooded, Visvesvaraya was appointed as special consultant engineer to make the city
flood-proof. His inventive engineering work saved the Visakhapatnam port from sea erosion.
Contribution to the building of India
Visvesvaraya is credited with inventing the block system, automated doors that close the water overflows. He
designed and patented the floodgates which were first installed at the Khadakwasla reservoir in Pune in 1903.
Visvesvaraya established Government Engineering College in 1917 in Bengaluru which was later named
University Visvesvaraya College of Engineering in his honour. Due to his outstanding contribution to the
building of India, the government conferred 'Bharat Ratna' on him in 1955. He was also awarded the British
knighthood by King George V, which put the honorific 'sir' before his name.
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India Tourism Mart
Why in news?
To increase tourist footfalls, India will organise its first-ever India Tourism Mart (ITM) for three days from
September 16.
Venue
To be held at Vigyan Bhawan in NewDelhi
Who organised it?
Organised by Ministry of Tourism
Why is it conducted?
It is expected to provide a platform for all stakeholders in the tourism and hospitality industry to interact and
create business opportunities. With this event, the government‘s aim to increase the tourist footfall to double
in the next three years shall be fulfilled. India can showcase its many of its little-known destinations to the
world, especially to emerging tourism markets like China, Latin America, and Japan. Till now only few states
like Kerala, Rajasthan were conducting the Tourism Marts and only a few states have participated in
International Marts.
International Tourism Mart
Why in news?
―International Tourism Mart‖ in Agartala, Tripura from the 22nd to 24th November 2018.
Organizer
Ministry of Tourism, in association with the Department of Tourism, Government of Tripura and the North
Eastern States
This is the 7th edition of the International Tourism Mart, an annual event with the objective of highlighting the
tourism potential of the region in the domestic and international markets.
Purpose
It brings together the tourism business fraternity and entrepreneurs from the eight North Eastern States. The
event has been planned and scheduled to facilitate interaction between buyers, sellers, media, Government
agencies and other stakeholders. They will be engaging in business-to-business meetings with sellers from the
North East; promoting tourism to the region. ITMs are organised in the North Eastern States on rotation
basis.
Rs 100 crore Indian Culinary Institute
Why in news?
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated a Rs 100 crore Indian Culinary Institute, built by the Ministry
of Tourism, close to Renigunta airport. India is moving forward speedily on all sectors, including the
economy and if this continued, the country would become the third largest economy in the world in 10 years.
Tourism sector
Tourism sector has become a mass industry in the last two decades and is considered to be a significant sector
for regional development. Government will also provide financial assistance for roping in International
faculty for the institute if necessary, so that ICI could be one among the premier culinary institutes.
Culinary Institute
Culinary Institute at Tirupati is set up by the Ministry of Tourism as an autonomous society under Societies
Registration Act, 1860, as an educational research Institute, headquartered at Tirupati with another Campus
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created at Sector 62, Noida. ICI commences its program with 3 year BBA in Culinary Arts program in
collaboration with Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, Amarkantak.
Main Purpose of Indian Culinary Institute (ICI)
Main purpose is to institutionalize a mechanism to support efforts intended to preserve, document, promote
and disseminate Indian Cuisine, meet the sectoral requirement of specialists specific to Indian Cuisine, as also
of promoting Cuisine as a Niche Tourism product.
Main thrust area
The main thrust area of ICI is to, not only create internationally recognized culinary experts, but also preserve
the Indian cuisine, regional cuisine, document them and showcase them internationally. Indian Culinary
Institute would provide the appropriate training platform at par with the elite ―Chef Schools‖ functioning in
different parts of the developed world.
Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics in New Delhi
Why in news?
Minister of Electronics & IT inaugurated Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics (CEDA) in New Delhi. The
technology backbone of the government – the National Informatics Centre (NIC), in a joint initiative with
National Informatics Centre Services Incorporated (NICSI) has set up CEDA. Today is the age of Data, and
Data is power and information highway is equally important as national highways. India has emerged as a big
centre of data analytics.
Data analysis
Data analysis has been traditionally done since the time of Kautaliya for effective decision making, but today
with great capabilities achieved in Information and communication technologies Data analysis can help in
effective and efficient governance.
Purpose of CEDA
Purpose of CEDA- CEDA will aid in fast-tracking the adoption of advanced analytics in government. In the
era of rapid digitization of various government functions and services under Government of India‘s flagship
Digital India program, the centre aims to strengthen citizen service delivery through data-driven governance.
CEDA has been created to support government departments to unlock the hidden potential of the data.
United States returns antique statues of „Lingodhbhavamurti‟ and „Manjusri‟
Why in news?
Two antique statues worth hundreds of thousands of dollars
stolen from India and displayed at two American museums
have been repatriated to India by the US.
About Statues
● The first statue, ‗Lingodhbhavamurti‘, a 12th century
granite sculpture depicting an iconic representation of
Lord Shiva, dates back to the Chola dynasty.
Currently valued at about $225,000, it was stolen
from Tamil Nadu and was on display at the
Birmingham Museum in Alabama.
● The second phyllite sculpture depicts the bodhisattva of wisdom, ‗Manjusri‘, holding a sword and
painted in gold leaf. Dating back to the 12th century, the statue was stolen from a temple near the
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Bodh Gaya Temple in Bihar in the late 1980s and has a current approximate value of $275,000. It was
repatriated from Ackland Art Museum of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North
Carolina.
Both items were forfeited once the owners were presented with evidence that the artifacts were previously
stolen from India.
Indian Railways claims success in its “Plan Bee”
What is Plan Bee?
In a bid to keep elephants at a distance from railway tracks, Indian
Railways has launched "Plan Bee", an initiative to help stop
elephants from being hit by trains. Under the initiative, a device has
been installed near the railway tracks in Guwahati, which mimics the
humming of a swarm of bees to keep elephants off the tracks to avert
accidents.
How it works?
As elephants don‘t like the buzz of swarming honeybees, they move away from tracks. Through this device,
the buzzing sound of bees is audible from a distance of 600 metres. These life-saving devices cost Indian
Railways only Rs 2,000 per device.
When and where was it launched?
The ―Plan Bee‖ was launched in November 2017 to stop elephants from being hit by speeding trains in the
Northeast Frontier Railways (NFR). The initiative has been a great success as the number of casualties has
gone down drastically.
Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention
Why in news?
President of India inaugurated the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention in New Delhi.
President said that achieving universal access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene by 2030 is a
major challeng. Drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene are central to SDG6, especially targets 6.1, 6.2 and
6.3. Target 6.2 calls for countries to end open defecation, ensure everyone has access to a basic toilet and put
in place systems for safe management of excreta.
Importance of Swachh Bharat
Swachh Bharat is critical to securing our human capital and our demographic dividend – and to giving our
children a better future. No young girl should have to give up school only because a girls‘ toilet is not
available. Such an occurrence would be a scar on our collective conscience. Swachh Bharat is a revolution
playing out in real time.
Target
India is striving to eliminate open defecation in its entirety by October 2, 2019. The President suggested five
important themes that countries may choose to adopt while meeting the problem of insufficient sanitation.
These are –
1. ensure people lead the planning, implementation and management of sanitation programmes;
2. use smart and affordable technologies for effective and efficient service delivery;
3. eliminate all forms of inequalities in service delivery;
4. create innovative financing instruments to fund and sustain the sanitation movement; and
5. develop capacities within the government to plan, implement and monitor sanitation programmes.
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Organisers
The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention is being organised by the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation to mark the beginning of the 150th birth anniversary celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi.
Experiencing North East festival
The event
The ‗Experiencing North East‘ festival depicting the uniqueness of North Eastern culture is being organised at
India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi from 27th-31st October, 2018.
Organized by
The festival, a part of Destination North East series, is being organised by North Eastern Council (NEC),
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) in collaboration with India International Centre.
Features
The festival will showcase the vibrant strengths of North East India and display its art, handicraft, handlooms,
tourism, food, culture etc. Weavers from across the North East Region who will display their skill and
wonderful creations. Handlooms of the region which has caught the attention of many will be displayed along
with the exotic and organic local produce, processed food, multi-cultural and diverse cuisine of the region.
There will be special performances daily by eminent cultural troupes, bands and artistes from North East,
including Nise Meruno, classical pianist and vocalist. The literary event called ―These hills we come
from‘… Voices from North East India‖, will focus on the linguistic and literary world of North East India.
Vayoshreshtha Samman – 2018
Why in news?
Venkaiah Naidu conferred the ―Vayoshreshtha Samman-2018‖ on the eminent senior citizens and institutions
in recognition of their services towards the cause of the elderly persons on the occasion of ‗International Day
of older Persons‘.
International Year of Older Persons
United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution to observe 1st October, 1999 as the International Year
of Older Persons and to promote the theme "A society for All Ages". Ever since every year, 1st October is
celebrated as International Day of Older Persons. He suggested that the ―Old Age Homes‖ should be renamed
as ―Elderly Home‖ and Old Persons should be called Elderly Persons.
Geriatric care
The Vice President said every society teaches its new generations to respect and revere elders. This finer link
must be sustained from generation to generation. Geriatric care should be a separate medical, nursing and
physiotherapy discipline. He suggested that our Hospitals should have separate Geriatric Departments and
Wards with specialists and paramedical staff trained in geriatric care.
The Government is assisting in setting up Old age homes, Day care Homes for Alzheimer‘s and dementia
patients, physiotherapy clinics and Mobile Health Clinics for remote areas and villages. "Rashtriya Vayoshri
Yojana" has been launched since 2017, for free distribution of physical aids and devices to senior citizens
belonging to the BPL category.
Two important programmes
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment organizes two important programmes on ―International Day of
Older Persons‖ – (a) Walkthan for Senior citizens; and (b) Conferrment of ‗Vayoshreshtha Samman‘ on
senior citizens and institutions in recognition of their services towards the cause of the elderly persons. India
has an age old rich tradition of respecting and caring for elderly. Under Joint Family system, Older persons
enjoy a place of reverence and influence, guiding and advising the younger generations.
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4th India International Science Festival-2018 in Lucknow
Why in news?
IISF 2018 at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan, Lucknow during 5-8 October, 2018. Theme- ―Science for
Transformation‖
Organisers
Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Earth Sciences in association with Vijnana Bharati
History of IISF
● The 1st IISF was held at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) New Delhi in 2015.
● The 2nd IISF was held at CSIR-National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi in 2016.
● The 3rd IISF was held in 2017, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Nav Bharat Nirman
Nav Bharat Nirman‖/Creation of new India a concept focused on the innovative methods and solutions to
overcome India‘s historical and social disadvantages along with problems created in the 21st century, saw
innovators getting an opportunity to expose their ideas and share the knowledge among them and coming up
with the innovative and creative solutions through exploring the emerging fields of science and
technology. IISF is conceivably the biggest platform in India that brings together students, researchers, artists
and general public to celebrate our nation‘s achievements in science and technology. All stakeholders have
assembled to collectively work towards ―Vigyan se Vikas‖- contributing to the Making of a New India.
Major attention
A World Record attempt to ―isolate DNA‖ by 500 students from class 8th to 10th standard
Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) to launch Roll on-Roll off (Ro-Ro) service
Why in news?
Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) will be starting a new Roll on-Roll off (Ro-Ro) facility in
collaboration with the Government of Assam to provide the much-needed connectivity for Majuli Island.
Benefit
This Ro-Ro facility will cut down the circuitous road route of 423 KMs that trucks take from Neamati to
Majuli Island via Tezpur Road Bridge, by limiting the distance to only 12.7 KM with the use of river route.
IWAI has procured a new vessel MV Bhupen Hazarika at a cost of Rs 9.46 Crore for the new service and is
providing the needed terminal infrastructure too.
About Majuli
One of the biggest riverine islands in the world located on river Brahmaputra and faces serious challenges of
connectivity. It has 144 villages with a population of over 1,50,000. There are only four road bridges across
river Brahmaputra - at Jogighopa, Guwahati, Tezpur and Sadiya for connectivity between southern and
northern parts of Assam. People residing on either side of the river need to cross the river using conventional
ferry service at various locations for their day to day needs. Earlier, IWAI had started a similar Ro-Ro service
between Dhubri and Hatsingimari which reduced the travel distance by 190 KMs.

●
●
●
●

About Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI)came into existence in 1986
for development and regulation of inland waterways for shipping and navigation.
primarily undertakes projects for development and maintenance of IWT infrastructure on
national waterways through grant received from Ministry of Shipping.
The head office of the Authority is at Noida.
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Current State of India
India has about 14,500 km of navigable waterways which comprise of rivers, canals, backwaters, creeks, etc.
About 55 million tonnes of cargo is being moved annually by Inland Water Transport (IWT), a fuel - efficient
and environment -friendly mode. Its operations are currently restricted to a few stretches in the GangaBhagirathi-Hooghly rivers, the Brahmaputra, the Barak river, the rivers in Goa, the backwaters in Kerala,
inland waters in Mumbai and the deltaic regions of the Godavari - Krishna rivers. Besides these organized
operations by mechanized vessels, country boats of various capacities also operate in various rivers and canals
and substantial quantum of cargo and passengers are transported in this unorganized sector as well.
INSPIRE 2018
International Symposium to Promote Innovation & Research in Energy Efficiency (INSPIRE 2018).This is
the second edition of INSPIRE.
Organised by
Organised by Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) and World Bank.
Focus
The three-day symposium will focus on enhancing grid management, e-Mobility, financial instruments and
technologies for energy efficiency in India.
Awards
Awards were given to four pathbreaking innovations in clean energy and energy efficiency as part
of #InnovateToINSPIRE, a first-of-its-kind energy innovation challenge.
About #InnovateToINSPIRE challenge
It was organized by EESL and World resources Institute (WRI) in the run-up to INSPIRE 2018- invited
participants to submit sustainable and scalable solutions to seven specific challenges spanning grid
management, e-Mobility, energy efficient technologies and financial instruments.
EESL and ADB
EESL and Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed an agreement for a Global Environment Facility (GEF)
grant of USD 13 million to establish an Energy Efficiency Revolving Fund (EERF). EERF aims to expand
and sustain investments in the energy efficiency market in India, build market diversification, and scale up
existing technologies.
About EESL
It is a joint venture of four national Public-Sector Undertakings – NTPC Limited, Power Finance Corporation
Limited, Rural Electrification Corporation Limited and POWERGRID Corporation of India Limited.
49th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2018 in Goa
Why in news?
49th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2018 was held in Goa from 20th to 28th November, 2018.
49th edition of the festival will showcase 212 films from over 68 countries which reflects diversity of taste.
International Competition section has 15 films out of which 3 are Indian.
State of focus
Jharkhand has been selected as State of Focus and Jharkhand Day will be celebrated on 24th November,2018
as part of the festival.
Country of focus
Every year IFFI features a Country of Focus that brings out the cinematic excellence and contributions of that
particular Country- Israel.
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NITI Aayog‟s Atal Innovation Mission and UNICEF present Young Champions Awards
Why in news?
Celebrating innovation on the occasion of the National Children‘s Day, the UNICEF – Atal Tinkering Labs
Young Champions Awards were announced- provided an open platform to young children of India, to
contribute towards sustainable development.
Atal Tinkering Marathon
On October 2, 2017, AIM‘s Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) had launched a six month long nationwide challenge
across six different thematic areas, namely, clean energy, water resources, waste management, healthcare,
smart mobility and agri-technology.
Objective
To encourage students to observe community problems and develop innovative solutions and over 650
innovations received, Top 30 innovations were identified from 20 different States and Union territories. These
Top 30 teams were awarded with several prizes including a three month-long ATL Student Innovator
Program in partnership with industry and start-up incubators, where students were trained on business and
entrepreneurship skills.
NITI Aayog constitutes Himalayan State Regional Council‟
Why in news?
NITI Aayog has constituted the ‗Himalayan State Regional Council‘
Purpose
To ensure sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan region. It shall monitor the implementation of
action points for Central Ministries, Institutions and 12 Himalayan State Governments.
Working Groups
Five Working Groups were constituted by NITI Aayog in 2017- tasked with preparing a roadmap for action
across five thematic areas namely,
1. Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water Security,
2. Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region,
3. Shifting Cultivation: Towards Transformation Approach,
4. Strengthening Skill & Entrepreneurship (E&S) Landscape in Himalayas, and
5. Data/Information for Informed Decision Making.
The Himalayan State Regional Council will be chaired by the Dr VK Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog and
will consist of the Chief Secretaries of the Himalayan States as well as the Secretaries of key Central
Ministries, senior officers of NITI Aayog as well as special invitees.
It will be the nodal agency for the Sustainable development in the Himalayan Region which consists of the
twelve States namely Jammu &Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, two districts of Assam namely Dima Hasao and
KarbiAnglong and Darjeeling and Kalimpong in West Bengal.
PM sets up National Implementation Committee (NIC)
Why in news?
PM on November 19 constituted a National Implementation Committee (NIC), under Union Home Minister
with Finance Minister and Minister of State for Culture as Members, to commemorate the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak in the country and abroad.
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The Bounteous Lord heard the anguished cries (of humanity),
and so, Guru Nanak, He sent to this world of woe." - Bhai Gurdas Ji
Sultanpur Lodhi, where Guru Nanak spent much of his life, will be developed as a heritage city. A National
Institute of Inter-Faith Studies will also be set up by Ministry of Human Resource Development in Punjab for
which the state will provide land for free of cost. Besides, a high powered telescope in India for the devotees
to view Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan has also been planned to install by the Ministry of Electronic and IT.
South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference
Why in news?
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS), functioning under Ministry of Culture will be organising a 3 day
‗South Asia Regional Youth Peace Conference‘ in partnership with UNESCO- MGIEP and Standing
Together to Enable Peace from November 28-30, 2018.
Place
Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat, Delhi. The conference is being organized to mark the beginning of celebration of
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. This conference focuses on building a network for young leaders
from South Asian countries working on various social issues, to identify avenues for partnership and
collaboration, support and show solidarity towards each other‘s initiatives, nurture relationships and promote
global citizenship to work towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Thematic thrust areas
The thematic thrust areas include Gender; Interfaith issues; Food Security in the context of Gandhian vision
of village economy; Digital Media; Arts, Democracy and Dialogue. An action plan in the form of Declaration
will be developed at the end of the three-day conference. Youth from different South Asian countries and
various parts of India participate in the Event.
Freight Village in Varanasi
Why in news?
Ministry of Shipping has approved the development of Rs 156 crore freight village in Varanasi adjoining the
Inland Waterways Terminal on River Ganga- developed by the Inland Waterways Authority of India. It will
serve as a cargo hub, and a centre for aggregation and value addition. It will also provide support to stimulate
development of a professional logistics industry in Varanasi.
What is a freight village?
● A freight village is a designated area where facilities for various modes of transportation, distribution
of goods and other logistics are available in a synchronized manner on a large scale.
● The main function of freight villages is management and utilization of various modes of transport,
synergizing them and decongesting the existing mode of transportation.
● Freight villages are basically cargo aggregators which offer various logistic choices to a shipper/
cargo owner; i.e. choice of rail-road; rail-waterway; road-waterway.
● The choice is based on the optimal/ lowest logistic cost that can be derived by the shipper/ cargo
owner.
● ensures ease of doing business and makes it possible to realize high truck capacity
Is Varanasi suitable site for the freight village?
The city is located strategically and is a focal point in the logistics chain of Eastern Transport Corridor of
India where the National Waterways-1, Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC), National Highway-7 and
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National Highway-2 pass through. The volume of traffic on inland waterway to Varanasi is expected to
increase with the commissioning of the multi modal terminal being built under the Jal Marg Vikas project.
The estimated volume of traffic for Varanasi multi modal terminal is 3.55 MMT by 2020; 3.82 MMT by
2025; 10.12 MMT by 2035; and 10.32 MMT by 2045. Vessels with capacity of up to 2000 DWT would be
able to berth at the IWT multi modal terminal. IWAI will own the land of the freight village, but part of it
will be leased to logistics companies and waterways related manufacturing and trading companies at prices to
be fixed as per market conditions.
Rajiv Kumar Committee
Why in news?
The government has constituted a six-member committee to look at selling as many as 149 small and
marginal oil and gas fields of state-owned ONGC and OIL to private and foreign companies to boost
domestic output. The panel is headed by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar.
Target
To cut dependence on oil imports by 10 per cent by 2022 from the over 77 per cent dependence in 2014-15
but the dependence has only increased and is now over 83 per cent.
An objective step
149 smaller fields of Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), Oil India Ltd (OIL) and other explorers accounted
for just 5 per cent of the domestic crude oil production.
Way forward
ONGC should concentrate on the large fields, where it could rope in technology partners through production
enhancement contracts (PEC) or technical service arrangements. as they contribute to 95 per cent of its
production and leave out the rest for private firms.
Train 18
Why in news?
The semi-high speed train is scheduled to be flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
About Train 18
It was developed indigenously by the Integral Coach Factory (ICF), will make its first journey between New
Delhi and Varanasi, via Kanpur and Prayagraj. It is a self-propelled on electric traction like metro trains, and
will start replacing the existing train fleet of the Shatabdi Express.
Cost
Train 18 or Vande Bharat Express was built at cost of Rs 100 crore.
National Unity Award
Why in news?
Prime Minister has announced the institution of a new award named after Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel for
outstanding efforts in the field of furthering national integration. The annual award would be given to any
Indian who has contributed to national unity in any manner. The announcement was made at the annual
conference of Director Generals of Police and Inspector Generals of Police at Gujarat.
Cyber Coordination Centre
Vallabhbhai Patel had inaugurated the first conference of Inspector Generals of Police in Delhi in 1948 and
for this reason, Patel's message of national unity was the underlying theme of this year's conference. PM
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launched the website of the Cyber Coordination Centre, which will be a one-stop shop on all cyber related
issues, be it cyber crime or cyber security. It would also act as a bridge between law enforcement agencies on
one hand, and academia and private cyber security professionals on the other.
3 Andaman & Nicobar Islands renamed as tribute to Netaji
Why in news?
Prime Minister announced renaming of three islands of Andaman and Nicobar archipelago as a tribute to
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
New Names
Ross Island was renamed as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep, Neil Island as Shaheed Dweep and
Havelock Island as Swaraj Dweep. The three islands are major tourist spots.
History
In 1943, Bose had suggested that Andaman and Nicobar Islands be renamed as Shahid and Swaraj Dweep,
respectively. During World War II, the Japanese had captured the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Netaji
came here as the Azad Hind Fauj led by him was an ally of the Japanese force. The historical event of
December 30, 1943 has been completed today after 75 years. Donning the Azad Hind Fauj (Indian National
Army) cap, PM addressed a public meeting at Netaji Stadium on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the
hoisting of the Tricolour by Bose.
He also announced setting up of a deemed university named after Bose. The cells of the Cellular Jail where
great freedom fighters such as Veer Savarkar, Baba Bhan Singh, Indu Bhushan Roy were tortured for years by
the British are no less than temples. Cellular Jail- also known as Kala Pani, was constructed between 1896
and 1906.
Restricted Area Permit (RAP) regime
Why in news?
Government has excluded 29 inhabited islands in the Union Territory from the Restricted Area Permit (RAP)
regime till December 31, 2022.
List of Islands removed from Restricted Area Permit
1. East Island; 2. North Andaman; 3. Smith Island; 4. Curfew Island; 5. Stewart Island; 6. Land Fall Island; 7.
Ayes Island; 8. Middle Andaman; 9. Long Island; 10. Strait Island; 11. North Passage; 12. Baratang; 13.
South Andaman; 14. Havelock; 15. Neil Island; 16. Flat Bay; 17. North Sentinel Island; 18. Little Andaman;
19. Chowra; 20. Tillang Chong Island; 21. Teressa; 22. Katchal; 23. Nancowry; 24. Kamorta; 25. Pulomilo;
26. Great Nicobar; 27. Little Nicobar; 28. Narcondam Island; 29. Interview island.
Implication
The lifting of RAP means that foreigners will now be allowed to visit these islands without prior permission
from the government. Government will not be extending this concession to citizens of Afghanistan, China and
Pakistan and foreign nationals having their origin in these countries. RAP regime was notified under the
Foreigners (Restricted Areas) Order, 1963 till 31.12.2022.
Tourism as the key
Home Ministry officials said the decision has been taken in the interest of promoting tourism and overall
development of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Besides the 29 islands, where the RAP has been lifted,
foreigners have also been allowed to visit 11 other uninhibited islands notified by the UT administration only
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for ―day visits‖. Further, the government is taking steps to ensure preservation of natural and marine resources
(including marine parks and environment) of the islands without affecting tourism and business.
States‟ Startup Ranking 2018
Why in news?
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) announced results of the first ever States‘ Start-up
Ranking 2018. DIPP began this exercise from January, 2016.
Categories
States have been identified as leaders across various categories such as Start-up policy leaders, incubation
hubs, seeding innovation, scaling innovation, regulatory change champions, procurement leaders,
communication champions, North-Eastern leader, and hill state leader. States have been recognised as the
Best Performer, Top Performers, Leaders, Aspiring Leaders, Emerging States and Beginners, as follows:
● Best Performer- Gujarat
● Top Performers- Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, and Rajasthan
● Leaders- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana
● Aspiring Leaders- Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal
● Emerging States- Assam, Delhi, Goa, Jammu & Kashmir, Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and
Uttarakhand
● Beginners- Chandigarh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Puducherry, Sikkim, and Tripura
Fifty-one officers from States and Union Territories have been identified as ―Champions‖, who contributed
towards developing their State‘s Start-up ecosystem. The entire exercise was conducted for capacity
development and to further the spirit of cooperative federalism. Centre and States work together as Team
India.
Home Ministry launches Twitter account @CyberDost
What is @CyberDost?
It is a Cyber-safety and Cybersecurity awareness handle
maintained by Ministry of Home Affairs.
Purpose
Home Ministry has launched a Twitter account to spread
awareness about cybercrimes and normal precautions to be taken.
The Twitter handles- aimed at enhancing people's basic knowledge
about cybercrimes and precautions to be taken for prevention.
Progressive steps towards creating an ecosystem to prevent and control cyber crimes to mitigate the
possibility of disruption in normal business activities or losses due to cybercrimes. It said capacity building
and public awareness are critical components for obviating impact of cybercrimes and creating a suitable
climate for trust-based transactions.
Delhi govt launches doorstep delivery of 40 govt services
Why in news?
Residents of Delhi can now renew their driving licences or get their marriage registration done from home
with Delhi government launching the ambitious scheme for doorstep delivery of public services.
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Scope
In the first phase, 40 public services, including the issuance and renewal of driving licences, registration of
marriage, new water connection, birth, death and caste certificates will be available. The government plans to
include 150 services in this scheme in a phased manner.
How it works?
You just need to call 1076 and a government official will visit your house. You can set an appointment for up
to 10 pm. The form will also be delivered to your house. All for Rs.50. The government appointed executives
will have all the equipment required for the process, including biometric devices, camera and printer. They
will also be responsible for delivering documents. The scheme will also help curb corruption.
Vigilance Awareness Week
Why in news?
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) observes the Vigilance Awareness Week every year during the week in
which the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (31st October) falls. This week, through its various outreach
activities, it seeks to motivate stakeholders to collectively participate in the fight against corruption and also
aims at raising public awareness regarding the detrimental consequences of corruption.
Vigilance Awareness Week is being observed from 29th October to 3rd November, 2018 on the theme
―Eradicate Corruption-Build a New India (
)‖. A new feature is the
establishment of ‗Integrity Clubs‘ in schools and colleges to cultivate ethical values in the leaders of
tomorrow. ―Awareness Gram Sabhas‖ are also organized for dissemination of awareness in Gram Panchayats
(in rural and semi-urban areas) to sensitize the rural citizens about the ill-effects of corruption.
Activities
Organizations also conduct activities with high visibility and public appeal such as walkathons, marathons,
cycle rallies, human chains, street plays and other public functions in various cities and towns across the
country. Many organizations would be extensively using social media platforms, bulk SMS/E-mail,
Whatsapp, electronic and print media etc. for spreading awareness. Taking of the online ―Integrity Pledge‖
developed by the Commission.
India wins CAPAM Award, 2018
Why in news?
India wins Commonwealth Association for Public Administration and Management Award, 2018.
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions is an institutional member of Commonwealth Association for Public Administration
and Management (CAPAM).
About CAPAM
It is a non-profit association representing an international network of over 1100 senior public servants, Heads
of Government, leading academics and researchers located in over 50 different countries across the
Commonwealth. CAPAM has been announcing its International Innovations Awards (IIA) Programme biannually, since 1998. The initiative entitled ―Unnayan Banka- Reinventing Education Using Technology‖ of
Banka District, State of Bihar has been awarded under the Category ―Innovation Incubation‖. It envisages
―Quality education for all‘ especially for those at the bottom of the Pyramid, using latest technologies. It‘s a
holistic model of overall development of youths from Education to Employability. Education‖ is the great
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social Mobiliser & must be everyone‘s Birthright and it is Government of India‘s endeavour to provide this to
all its children.
Another initiative entitled ―Unified Agriculture Markets‖ of Co-operation Department of Karnataka has also
been selected under the Category ‗Innovation in Public Service Management‘. This initiative has also been
awarded the overall Gold Award for CAPAM Awards, 2018.
National Mission on Government e- Market (GeM)
Why in news?
Mission was launched in September 2018 till 17th October 2018.
Objective
Objective of the Mission was to accelerate the adoption and use of Procurement by Major Central Ministries,
States and UTs and their agencies (including CPSUs/PSUs, Local Bodies) on the GeM platform. The
objectives of the NMG were to:
● Promote inclusiveness
● Highlight and communicate ‗value add‘ by way of transparency and efficiency in public procurement,
including corruption free governance.
● Achieve cashless, contactless and paperless transaction, in line with Digital India objectives.
● Increase overall efficiency leading to significant cost saving on government expenditure in
Procurement.
● Maximizing ease in availability of all types of products and services bought by Government buyers.
The portal was launched on 9th August 2016 as a pilot and gradually scaled up. During the last 2 years and 4
months (till 2nd December 2018),
● Number of orders placed-1,015,519
● Value of orders placed - Rs. 14,959 Crore
Advantages
GeM has brought transparency, efficiency, and inclusiveness in public procurement. It has reduced the time of
procurements, reduced the process and enabled ease of doing business for both buyers and vendors. There is
huge savings in the cost of procurement, ranging from a minimum of 10% to 45% in different categories. The
average saving based on the MRP/Listed price is about 28%.
Centre to start measuring „green GDP‟ of States
Why in news?
Government will begin a five-year exercise to compute district-level data of the country‘s environmental
wealth. The numbers will eventually be used to calculate every State‘s ‗green‘ Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).
Advantage
The metric will help with a range of policy decisions, such as compensation to be paid during land
acquisition, calculation of funds required for climate mitigation, and so on.
Green Skills
The government has also launched a ‗green skilling‘ programme under which youth, particularly school
dropouts, would be trained in a range of ‗green jobs‘— as operators of scientific instruments used to measure
environmental quality, as field staff in nature parks, and as tourist guides. Some of the labour required for the
survey would also be sourced from the green-skilled workforce.
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Kota in Guinness World Records for largest yoga session
Why in news?
Rajasthan‘s Kota city- more than 1.05 lakh people performed yoga to mark International Yoga Day.
Other activities
―yoga parks‖ would be established at each district headquarters in the State to promote a healthy lifestyle
among the people. 177 countries of the world, including 43 Muslim countries, had adopted yoga for the
benefit of their citizens.
Mandatory dope test of all govt. employees
Why in news?
Punjab Chief Minister ordered mandatory dope test of all government employees, including police personnel,
from the time of their recruitment through every stage of their service.
Dope test
Dope test would be made mandatory for all recruitment as well as promotions to be made by various Punjab
government departments. Further, dope test would also be made a mandatory part of the annual medical
examination of all civilian/police employees of the Punjab government.
Proposal
Chief Minister communicated his Cabinet's recommendation to the Centre, seeking amendment to the NDPS
Act to provide death penalty for first-time offenders too.
Renaming of Agartala Airport as „Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore Airport
Why in news?
Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, gave its approval to rename the Agartala Airport in Tripura as
‗Maharaja Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore Airport, Agartala.
History
The airport was constructed in 1942 on the land donated by the maharaja. ―As a visionary ruler, who had
travelled across the globe, he took several steps for the all-round development of Tripura‖.
The maharaja, who ascended the throne of the erstwhile Tripura princely state in 1923, was an ―enlightened
and benevolent ruler.‖ The airport is the second busiest airport in the north east and provides crucial air
connectivity to Tripura.
Design University for Gaming
Why in news?
UNESCO will be setting up a 'Design University for Gaming' in Visakhapatnam. UNESCO entered into an
agreement with Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board (APEDB) for the establishment of 'Gaming
Digital Learning Hub'. 100 acres of land in Visakhapatnam for developing the city as 'International Gaming
and Digital Learning Hub'.
Benefit
They will develop edutech gaming in the state, with the target of providing 50,000 jobs in 10 years. Gaming
Technology will be the best source of income in future and IT giants like UBSoft, Samsung, Microsoft etc are
ready to establish their centres in Visakhapatnam.
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Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018
Why in news?
PM gave awards to top Ranked State, District and State with maximum citizen participation based on the
National Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018, commissioned by Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
Haryana was ranked as the best State while Satara District of Maharashtra was ranked as the best district as
per the ranking undertaken by Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018. Uttar Pradesh was rewarded for maximum
citizens participation.
Overall Ranking
● Top 3 States-1) Haryana, 2) Gujarat 3) Maharashtra
● Top 3 Districts 1) Satara, Maharashtra 2) Rewari, Haryana 3) Pedapalli, Telangana
● States with maximum citizen participation 1) Uttar Pradesh 2) Gujarat 3) Maharashtra
● Districts with maximum citizens‘ participation 1) Nashik, Maharashtra 2) Solapur, Maharashtra 3)
Chittorgarh, Rajasthan.
TOP 3 STATES – ZONAL AND UT LEVEL
Zones/UT

State Rank-1

State Rank-2

State Rank-3

Northern

Haryana

Rajasthan

Himachal Pradesh

Southern

Andhra Pradesh

Telangana

Karnataka

Eastern

Chhattisgarh

West Bengal

Jharkhand

Western

Gujarat

Maharashtra

Madhya Pradesh

North-East

Sikkim

Mizoram

Meghalaya

Union Territories

D & N Haveli

Daman & Diu

Chandigarh

TOP 3 DISTRICTS – ZONAL AND UT LEVEL
Zones/UT

District Rank-1

District Rank-2

District Rank-3

Northern

Rewari, Haryana

Gurgaon, Haryana

Karnal, Haryana

Southern

Peddapalli, Telangana

Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu

Warangal, Telangana

Eastern

Surajpur, Chhattisgarh

Surguja, Chhattisgarh

Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

Western

Satara, Maharashtra

Patan, Gujarat

Nashik, Maharashtra

North-East

Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh

Aizawl, Mizoram

East Sikkim, Sikkim

Union Territories

D & N Haveli

Daman

Diu

„Paudhagiri‟ campaign
Why in news?
Haryana Chief Minister launched ‗Paudhagiri Campaign‘ to increase the green cover in the state.
About the campaign
22 lakh students studying in Class 6th to 12th of all government and private schools will plant a sapling each,
during these three months of monsoon July, August and September.
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Delhi will be the first police force in the country to have an all-women SWAT team.
Why in news?
Trained by specialists from India and abroad, 36 women constables from northeastern states have been
inducted into the squad after rigorous, 15-month training.
Genesis
Brainchild of police commissioner Amulya Patnaik
Training
They are trained in the Israeli Krav Maga, an unarmed combat style, and equipped with MP5 submachine
guns and Glock 21 pistols. They are experts at unarmed combat, ambush and counter ambush, jungle
operation, urban operation which includes building interventions, vehicle/bus intervention and VVIP security.
They have also been imparted basic knowledge of explosives and IEDs apart from being trained to use a wide
array of weapons.
Transforming heritage buildings in Rajasthan into “economic assets” for the society
Why in news?
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) has called for transforming heritage buildings
in Rajasthan into ―economic assets‖ for the society.
Idea
Economic benefits could be derived from these properties as an alternative to paying for their upkeep on a
regular basis.
About INTACH
A non-profit charitable organisation registered under the Societies‘ Registration Act, 1860. It was founded in
1984 with the vision to create a membership organisation to stimulate and spearhead heritage awareness and
conservation in India. Since 1984, INTACH has pioneered the conservation and protection of India‘s natural
and cultural heritage and is today the largest membership organisation in the country dedicated to
conservation. In 2007, the United Nations awarded INTACH a special consultative status with United Nations
Economic and Social Council.
Digital North East Vision 2022
Why in news?
Minister for Electronics & Information Technology and Law & Justice released the document ‗Digital North
East Vision 2022‘.
Vision
Vision Document emphasizes leveraging digital technologies to transform lives of people of the north east
and enhance the ease of living.
Objectives
The objectives of Digital North East Vision 2022 are:
a) to provide high speed broadband connectivity and mobile connectivity in all the uncovered villages in
the north-eastern region.
b) to create a Cloud-hub at Guwahati with Disaster Recovery Center for the NER.
c) to expand Common Service Centers to all Gram Panchayats in North East States
d) to provide better access to quality health, educational and agricultural services using Digital
Technology
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e) to promote local tourism, art and culture, handicraft, handloom
f) to establish Start-ups and innovation hub for the North-east
g) to provide safe and secure cyberspace for digital north east by setting up specialized cyber security
labs and by providing skill development through special trainings and IEC
h) eight Thrust Areas have been identified by this Vision document for the empowerment of the people
of the north-eastern region.
The Eight thrust areas
i.
Digital Infrastructure,
ii.
Digital Services,
iii.
Digital Empowerment,
iv.
Promotion of Electronics Manufacturing,
v.
Promotion of IT and ITES (IT enabled services) & BPO Industries,
vi.
Promotion of Digital Payments,
vii.
Digital Innovation and Start-ups, and
viii.
Cyber security.
Cloud-hub
Under ‗Digital North East: Vision 2022‘ a cloud hub for the North-east will be created in Guwahati and
capacity building for 50,000 government stuff will be taken up in using digital technologies, including goods
and service tax and payment platforms.
Things to be done
The number of seats planned for business process outsourcing (BOP) in north-eastern states will be doubled
from 5,000 to 10,000 while the network of common service centres will be expanded to cover all villages. The
document said high speed broadband connectivity in all the uncovered villages in the North-eastern region
shall be provided.
Well-being training programme for the 1.2 lakh State police force- Tamil Nadu
Why in news?
TN Chief Minister inaugurated a comprehensive wellness programme called the ‗Police well-being training‘.
The programme is being rolled out with the assistance of experts from the National Institute of Mental Health
and Neuro Sciences (Nimhans), Bengaluru.
Aim
● to bring down the stress level of police personnel in the State
● to ensure the mental health of the police personnel and the welfare of their families.
Who is covered?
● both police personnel and their families.
● From top-level officers to the last-rung constable, everyone will be trained.
Master trainers
As many as 358 master trainers have been chosen from all districts and they will train others. The master
trainers, who will be given diploma certificates, will impart training to others for two years. A separate
programme will be conducted for those who have deep depression. Counselling sessions will be held for
personnel on how to run their families peacefully.
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Amount allocated
Government had sanctioned 10 crore for the purpose. Over 1.2 lakh police personnel and 3.6 lakh family
members will benefit from the programme.
Scheme for protection of the exotic Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus kunthianus) plants
Why in news?
Tamil Nadu has announced a novel scheme for the protection of the exotic Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus
kunthianus) plants that flower only once in 12 years.
Background
Following complaints that these rare and ecologically unique flowers are being packaged and sold on the
commercial basis, the state department has warned that strict fines will be imposed in offenders.
About Neela Kurinju
Native to the Western Ghats is a major tourist attraction and one of the prime foreign exchange earners from
tourism.
Among plants, there are annuals and perennials. Annual plants complete their life cycle in one year. They
grow from the seed, bloom, produce seeds and die in one growing season. Perennials live for more than two
years and usually flower every year and set seeds.
Some perennials flower only once in their lifetime, set seeds and die. The next generation of the plants are
established from these seeds and the cycle is repeated. Such plants are known as monocarpic, opposed to
polycarpic plants that flower and set seeds many times during its lifetime. Monocarpic plants flower only
after attaining maturity. The time taken by different species may differ in this respect.
Bamboos are monocarpic plants taking more than 40 years to mature and flower. These will flower
gregariously in a single season. This happens in the case of bamboos and Kurinjis. The term ‗plietesials‟ is
used to refer to such plants. The time taken to mature varies in different species of Kurinjis. So different
species of Kurinjis have different intervals of flowering. Neelakurinji matures in 12 years time and flowers
gregariously every 12 years.
Odisha‟s 2nd airport in Jharsuguda district
Why in news?
Modi inaugurated a new airport at Jharsuguda, which he said will attract investors to the mineral-rich area and
act as a lifeline in the western region of the state.
Benefits
The second airport in the state would act as a lifeline in western region of Odisha. It would act as a junction
for neighbouring Raipur and Ranchi and strengthen connectivity. Development of eastern Indian states,
including Odisha, West Bengal and Assam, was essential for achieving balanced development of the country.
The new airport has been named after freedom fighter Veer Surendra Sai.
About Surendra Sai
Surendra Sai was born in 1809 in a small town Khinda near Sambalpur. He was a direct descendant from
Madhukar Sai and was legally entitled to be crowned as king of Sambalpur after demise of king Maharaja Sai
in 1827. But he was not acceptable to the British power.
His revolution against the British commenced from 1827 when he was only eighteen years of age and
continued till 1862 when he surrendered and even after that, until he was finally arrested in 1864 – a total
period of 37 years. He suffered imprisonment in Hazaribagh Jail for 17 years in course of his revolutionary
career and after his final arrest for another term of 20 years including his detention of 19 years in the remote
Asirgarh hill fort till he breathed his last there. The airport has been developed under the Centre‘s UDAN
scheme.
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LPG set to make Kerala the first smoke-free State
Why in news?
Kerala is now set to become the first smoke-free State in the country with public sector oil companies eyeing
100% LPG penetration.
LPG consumption
933.3 TMT (thousand tonnes) in the State in 2017-18. ―It is estimated that one crore tonnes of emissions,
from poisonous gases like firewood cooking, have been contained and 25 lakh trees have been saved with the
introduction of LPG in villages.‖
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana initiated by the Ministry of Petroleum in May 2016 aimed at providing 50
million free LPG connections to women in poor households. Aim of this yojana is to provide LPG
connections to 8 crore households before March 31, 2020. LPG has now reached close to 90 per cent, rising
from about 55 per cent in 2014. Rapid increase in population combined with LPG penetration in rural areas is
the driving factors.
Estimation of LPG consumption
To grow to 30.3 million tonnes by 2025 and 40.6 million tonnes by 2040
Status of India
India is the second-largest consumer of LPG in the world at 22.5 million tonnes. India stands as world's
second largest importer of LPG (above 12 million metric tonnes), after China.
How it worked?
Rather than supplying LPG cylinders at subsidised rates, the government now supplies cylinders at market
prices and transfers the subsidy amount into bank accounts.
Result
This has cut subsidy leakages by curbing diversion of subsidised LPG. This scheme has generated savings of
about Rs 50,000 crore.
Meghalaya releases Mission Jackfruit document
Why in news?
Meghalaya released the Mission Jackfruit document, aimed at improving value addition to the fruit to
economically benefit thousand of farmers in rural areas.
Mission Jackfruit
five year mission which aims to generate employment opportunities for over 60,580 farmers, creating over 70
SMEs impacting over 2300 entrepreneurs and 300 nano enterprises among others in the chain of beneficiaries.
Takeaway
It presents an opportunity for us to turn it into a high value product with minimum work and investment.
National Dolphin Research Centre will be set up at Patna University premises
Why in news?
NDRC is to be set up on the banks of Ganga in Patna University premises.
Role
Strengthening conservation efforts and research to save the endangered mammal
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Current Status
The water level has been decreasing and the flow has slowed down. Besides, siltation is increasing in the
river. All this is not favourable for dolphins.
Gangetic river dolphin
India's national aquatic animal. Dolphins prefer water that is at least 5-8 feet deep. Gangetic dolphins prefer
deep water with adjoining shallow water. They live in a zone where there is little or no current that helps them
save energy. If they sense danger, they can go into deep waters. The dolphins swim from the no-current zone
to the edges to hunt for fish and return.
Found in India, Bangladesh and Nepal -- is almost completely blind. It finds its way and prey using echoes -with sound being everything for them to navigate, feed, escape danger, find mates, breed, nurse babies and
play. Fall under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act and have been declared an endangered by
IUCN, one of the four freshwater dolphin species in the world. The other three are found in the Yangtze river,
the Indus river in Pakistan and the Amazon river.
Poaching
For their flesh, fat and oil and is sometimes killed inadvertently after being trapped in plastic fishing nets and
hit by mechanised boats.
Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary
Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary, India's only dolphin sanctuary, spread over 50 km along the
Ganges and is located in Bihar's Bhagalpur district. Bihar is home to around half of the country's estimated
3,000 dolphin population.
Alphonso mango from Maharashtra given Geographical Indication tag
Why in news?
The government has granted Geographical Indication (GI) tag to the Alphonso Mango from Ratnagiri,
Sindhudurg and other adjoining areas in Maharashtra, a move that will help identify the authenticity of this
variety of fruit.
Alphonso Mango
Alphonso mango, popularly known in Western India as ‗Hapus‘, is often given the epithet ‗The King of
Mangoes, is in demand in domestic and international markets.
What is GI?
A GI is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation
that are due to that origin.
PM unveils statue of peasant leader Sir Chhotu Ram at village Sampla in Rohtak
Why in news?
64-foot-tall statue of peasant leader Sir Chhotu Ram unveiled at his native village Sampla in Haryana's
Rohtak district.
About Sir Chhotu Ram
Born in 1881, regarded as a messiah of peasants and was instrumental in empowering farmers in the preIndependence era and getting pro-farmers law enacted. Ram Vanji Sutar sculpted the 64-foot-tall statue. As
many as 5,500 farmers of the state donated iron metal, ranging from from half-a-kg to two kgs for the
construction of the statue.
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Sikkim wins FAOs Future Policy Gold Award
Why in news?
Sikkim has won the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation's (FAO) Future Policy Gold Award.
Category
For its achievement in becoming the world's first totally organic agriculture state
About the award
Nicknamed the "Oscar for best policies", the award is co-organised with the FAO by The World Future
Council (WFC) and IFOAM -- Organics International, and recognises "the world's best laws and policies
promoting agroecology". Uniquely, the state has totally banned the sale and use of chemical pesticides.
Sikkim's organic farming policies went beyond agriculture and embraced "socioeconomic aspects such as
consumption and market expansion, cultural aspects as well as health, education, rural development and
sustainable tourism".
Tourism sector
The tourism sector has benefited greatly from the state's transition to organic farming with the number of
visitors increasing by over 50 per cent between 2014 and 2017.
Background
Starting with a political commitment to support organic farming in 2003, Sikkim designed in 2010 the Sikkim
Organic Mission which was a road map that clearly detailed all the measures necessary to achieve the target
of becoming a fully organic state by 2015.
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for Himachal Pradesh
Why in news?
Home Minister launched Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for Himachal Pradesh. Himachal
Pradesh is the first state to launch pan-India single emergency number ‗112‘ under ERSS.
112-single emergency number
India mobile app and ERSS website and for providing financial assistance of Rs. 4.71 Crore for the project,
single number based 112 emergency services which will connect to Police, Fire, Health and other helplines
through an Emergency Response Centre in the State.
Under this project, one Emergency Response Centre (ERC) has been established in Shimla along with 12
District Command Centers (DCCs) covering entire State. Emergency Response Centre has been integrated
with Police (100), Fire (101), Health (108) and Women helpline (1090) Services to provide emergency
services via single emergency number - 112. The service also includes a ‗112 India‘ mobile app integrated
with Panic Button of smartphones and ERSS State website for ease of citizen in availing immediate
assistance.
To ensure safety of women, a SHOUT feature has been introduced in ‗112 India‘ mobile app to seek
immediate assistance from registered volunteers in the vicinity apart from the immediate assistance from
Emergency Response Centre. The SHOUT feature is exclusively available to women.
‗112 India‘ mobile app will be subsequently rolled out in all States & Union Territories to help people across
the country access the unified emergency services. Central Government has allocated 321.69 Crore under
Nirbhaya Fund for implementation of ERSS project across the country.
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Government to set up National Sports Stadium for differently-abled in Meghalaya
Why in news?
The government plans to construct an international standard stadium for the differently-abled sportpersons in
Meghalaya by 2022. The cost of the construct of the stadium is estimated to be Rs 200 crore. The ministry
aims to build a similar national sports stadium for differently-abled sportspersons in five different states.
Stadium
The stadium is expected to be completed prior to the National Games 2022. Union Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister said his ministry will set up a Composite regional centre in Meghalaya. Talking
about the Samajik Adhikarita Shivir, aids and assistive devices distribution camp, the Union Minister said that
it is biggest camp in the North East and the message is that the public should know about the scheme and get
to see and know about the quality of products they are getting.
Cherry Blossom
Why in news?
Third India International Cherry Blossom Festival 2018 will celebrate the unique autumn flowering of
Himalayan Cherry Blossoms at Shillong, Meghalaya.
Cherry blossoms
Cherry blossoms—or Prunus cerasoides, as they are called—span across the east and west Khasi Hills. While
the trees grow in the wild, they have been planted in avenues too.
Festival
The festival also aims to highlight the art and culture of northeast India through handicraft, local cuisine and
wines. This year though Japanese culture is the star attraction: expect traditional cuisine, tea ceremonies and
performances by drummers from the country.
INS Viraat into a floating museum
Why in news?
Former Indian Navy aircraft carrier, the INS Viraat, will be reincarnated as a floating museum at an estimated
cost of Rs 852 crore.
INS Viraat
INS Viraat, was decommissioned in March 2017 and since then has been laid up at the Naval Dockyard in
Mumbai.
The project will be implemented on a public-private partnership mode.
Place
'Viraat' will be housed on a concrete foundation near the Arabian Sea at the Golden Rocks on Nivati Beach in
Sindhudurg district, around 535 km south of Mumbai, near the Goa border.
Viraat complex
'Viraat' complex- would include other facilities such as adventures, sailing, skydiving and marine training for
merchant sailors.
Viraat museum
Viraat museum will feature facilities related to the marine world, audio-visual programmes, a virtual hall
displaying marine history and other attractions.
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Background
Commissioned in 1959 as the Britain's Royal Navy's HMS Hermes, it was bought by India and then
commissioned into the Navy as 'INS Viraat' in 1987. The 226.50 metres long, 28,700 tonnes (fully loaded).
India's maiden aircraft carrier, the 'INS Vikrant' which was decommissioned in January 1997, served as a
museum ship in south Mumbai till 2012.
Delhi Police launches e-learning portal „NIPUN‟
Why in news?
Delhi Police has launched an e-learning portal NIPUN to impart training and provide up to date information
to police officers.
NIPUN
NIPUN- an e-learning portal aiming to give online training and information to police personnel through
specialised courses designed by experts in the field. Through NIPUN, Delhi Police officers can now access
information by just logging on the portal. They can take course from anywhere at any time. With resources
such as law, standing orders, investigation checklists, forms for case files, latest High Court and Supreme
Court rulings being made available online through the e-learning portal, it is envisioned that the investigating
officers will be able to take the benefit of this information during the course of their duty. The website will
not only provide information but also act as a tool for feedback mechanism and bridge communication gap.
Sonepur cattle fair
Why in news?
Sonepur cattle fair, considered as Asia's largest such event, began in Bihar.
Cattle fair
The cattle fair is held annually at Sonepur in Saran district, about 30 km from Patna, near the confluence of
the Ganga and Gandak rivers. It will be held for 32 days this year. Items that are traded at the fair- Cows,
buffaloes, oxen, goats, horses, donkeys, monkeys, rabbits, bears, cats and guinea pigs. Boat rides and free
elephant rides at the fair have over the years become immensely popular among the visitors.
Karnataka to bear educational expenses of girl students in govt. colleges
Why in news?
Karnataka decided to bear the education expenses of girl students pursuing pre-university, graduation and
post-graduate courses in colleges run by it.
Benefits
Benefits 3.7 lakh girls in the state would cost Rs 95 crore to the state exchequer annually.
Tamil Nadu government launches 24-hour helpline „181‟ for women
Why in news?
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister launched a new helpline -181- for women in distress. He launched it while
inaugurating integrated help centres for women, that was set up at a budget of Rs 51.51 lakhs.
Who can avail?
Women who face troubles in public places, homes or workplaces can call the number to get legal or police aid
and medical services.

© Smart Leaders IAS

www.smartleadersias.com

86

Prelims Current Affairs - 2019

Purpose
To provide assistance to women who face physical, mental, sexual, emotional or financial abuse. A similar
helpline already exists in few other States including Gujarat. He also distributed 8 grams of gold and Rs
50,000 to seven women each under the Thalikku Thangam scheme and gave Rs 50,000 to five transwomen
encouraging them to start their own business.
Assam govt will launch Wage Compensation scheme for Pregnant Women in tea gardens of the state
Beneficiaries
All temporary, permanent or non-workers living within the tea garden areas will be eligible for the scheme.
Purpose
Each pregnant woman in tea gardens will get a sum of Rs 12,000 so that she can take better care of herself
and her unborn baby without compromising the livelihood of her family; to considerably bring down the
mortality rate among the pregnant women of the tea community.
MMR
In tea garden areas MMR is still 404. MMR of all-India average being 130 as per 2014-16 data.
How it works?
First instalment of Rs 2,000 will be provided during the Ante-Natal Check-up (ANC) registration within the
first trimester, second instalment of Rs 4000 during the sixth month of the pregnancy, the third instalment of
Rs 3000 during delivery at a government-approved health institution and the fourth installment of Rs 3,000
during the sixth week post-delivery.
Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme
Why in news?
India and France have signed an implementation agreement on ―MOBILISE YOUR CITY‖ (MYC).
Mobilise Your City (MYC)
It is part of an international initiative supported by the French and the German Governments and was
launched at 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) in 2015. The MYC aims at supporting three pilot cities viz.
Nagpur, Kochi and Ahmedabad in their efforts to reduce their GHG emissions related to urban transport by
implementing urban mobility plans at local level to improve their sustainable transport policy. The three pilot
cities selected under the programme as well as MoHUA will benefit from the Technical Assistance activities.
The main components of the proposed assistance are:
1) to support planning and implementation of sustainable urban transport projects,
2) strengthening institutional capacity for regulating, steering and planning urban mobility, and
3) learning and exchange formats with other cities across India for exchanges on best practices.
CSE awarded Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development
Why in news?
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), the New Delhi-based independent research and advocacy think
tank, has been named the recipient of the prestigious Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and
Development for the year 2018.
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Why CSE?
for ―its pioneering work over almost four decades in environmental education and protection, for its steadfast
advocacy of measures to combat environmental deterioration, for its success in influencing public policies and
programmes that have benefitted social and economic development in India.
“The iron lady of India provided us the institutional and legislative foundation for environmental protection
in the country. But most importantly, she understood the environmentalism of the poor, which is based on
principles of minimal impact and builds sustainable livelihoods for the most marginalised,” said Sunita
Narain, director general, CSE
About the award
It accorded annually by Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust to individuals or organisations in recognition of
creative efforts toward promoting international peace, development and a new international economic order;
ensuring that scientific discoveries are used for the larger good of humanity, and enlarging the scope of
freedom. The prize carries a cash award of 2.5 million Indian rupees and a citation. A written work, in order
to be eligible for consideration, should have been published.
Skoch Award for National Significance
Why in news?
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has been conferred the Skoch Award for National Significance.
Why?
Critical role played in installing about 73 GW renewable energy capacity in the country. With 21 per cent of
total installed capacity, within the year renewable energy grossed a magic figure of providing one billion units
of electricity in the country. Today, India ranks 4 in wind energy capacity and 5th in solar & total renewable
energy capacity installed in the world. India has played a critical role in setting up of international solar
alliance. Further, India moved a resolution during the first meeting for making it a global initiative.
Skoch Group
● It is a think tank dealing with socio-economic issues with a focus on inclusive growth since 1997.
● It has instituted India‘s highest independent civilian honours in the field of governance, finance,
technology, economics and social sector.
Kaiga Power Station-1 Creates a World Record yet again
Why in news?
Karnataka‘s Kaiga Nuclear plant, world recorded for the longest uninterrupted operation for 941 days.
Earlier record
Heysham-2 Unit-8 of the U.K. had held the earlier record of the longest uninterrupted operation (940 days)
among all nuclear power reactors (of all technologies) in the world. While KGS-1 is a Pressurised Heavy
Water Reactor (PHWR), Heysham-2 Unit-8 is an Advanced Gas Cooled Reactor (AGR). It proved the
excellence of India in design, construction, safety, quality and operation and maintenance practices of NPCIL.
KGS-1 had broken the earlier world record for longest uninterrupted operation among PWRS held by
Pickering-7 (Ontario) in Canada which operated for 894 days and few hours. Pickering-7‘s record created on
October 7, 1994 was broken by KGS-1 after 24 years.
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About KGS-1
Kaiga has been generating electricity continuously since May 13, 2016. It is an indigenously-built PHWR run
by domestic fuel (uranium). It began commercial operations on November, 2000, and has produced 500 cr.
units of power so far. In June, KGS-1 had set a national record for continuous operation of 766 days.
Ban proposed on obscene depiction of women on Net
Why in news?
Ministry of Women and Child Development has proposed to ban obscene depiction of women on the Internet
and on SMS/MMS by amending the Indecent Representation of Women Act, 1986. Ministry has also
suggested that stricter punishments be awarded for such crimes on par with those recommended under the IT
Act, 2008.
Central authority
It has also proposed setting up a central authority under the National Commission of Women, which will
include representatives from Advertising Standards Council of India, Press Council of India, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting and one member with experience of working on women‘s issues. Sections 67
and 67A of the IT Act lay down a punishment of three to five years for circulating obscene material and five
to seven years for circulating sexually explicit material, respectively.
Government mulls GST hike for farmers‟ welfare fund
Why in news?
1% uniform raise proposed; Centre, States to share revenue. Goods and Services Tax (GST) rates could rise
by 1% to finance a Farmer Welfare Fund, according to a proposal under consideration of a Group of Ministers
(GoM) set up by the GST Council.
Why this hike?
The hike is seen as an alternative to a sugar cess that had been proposed by the government to alleviate
distress among sugar cane farmers. The proposal to hike GST rates entails sharing of the additional revenue
between the Centre and States to finance a farmer welfare fund to benefit all farmers not just sugar cane
farmers. At present, the GST rate slabs are pegged at 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%, while certain goods are zerorated.
Green, hygienic and cheaper sanitary pads
Biodegradable napkins at 10 for a pack of four, Union government launched biodegradable sanitary napkins
to mark World Environment Day. The eco friendly sanitary napkin, priced at 10 for a pack of four, has an
additive that makes it biodegradable when it comes in contact with oxygen after being discarded. Every year,
12.3 million pads are discarded, amounting to 1.13 lakh tonnes of waste. This agent in the new pad ensures
that it decomposes in three to six months.
Central package for sugar mills
Why in news?
With sugar mills facing a liquidity crisis, the government has decided to fix the minimum price of refined
sugar at 29/kg, create a buffer stock, and facilitate a 4,440 crore loan scheme to help mills produce ethanol
from surplus cane. These decisions were taken by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs.
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Aim
It aims to help sugar mills start paying off their pending dues to cane farmers. Arrears have now crossed
22,000 crore on the back of record sugar production and a resultant crash in prices this season. The
government expects to spend 1,175 crore on the creation of a buffer stock of 30 lakh tonnes for one year,
subject to review based on the market price and availability of the commodity. The reimbursement will be
paid directly into farmers‘ bank accounts every quarter, on behalf of mills against their pending dues.
Government order
The government intends to control sugar prices by notifying an order under the Essential Commodities Act,
1955 and imposing stockholding limits on mills. Ethanol production capacity will be enhanced by facilitating
a 4,440 crore bank loan, with the government bearing an interest subvention of 1,332 crore over a period of
five years.
Save The Children report
Why in news?
Girls living both in urban and rural areas of the country fear harassment while encountering public spaces,
states a recent report released by leading child rights organisation ―Save the Children‖ titled Wings 2018:
World of India Girls, A Study on perception of girls safety in public spaces.
Report
The report states that one in every three adolescent girls surveyed were ―scared of traversing the narrow bylanes of their locality, as well as the road to go to school or the local market‖. In rural areas one in four
adolescent girls felt unsafe when using open spaces/agricultural fields for open defecation. Nearly three in
five girls reported feeling unsafe in situations where the public place was overcrowded. Among other factors,
which determined perception of adolescent girls about their safety in public spaces, limited family support
systems turned out to an important factor.
Over 50 % parents agreed that they will probably end up scolding their daughters for letting this happen; and
42 % feel that they are likely to regulate their daughters‘ movement in public spaces if they came to know of
any incidence of harassment experienced by their daughters. 60% of adolescent girls expressed feeling unsafe
in streets or other public spaces with inadequate lighting.
Apprehension about using public transport, particularly using over-crowded buses, trains, metros, local trains
was recorded among these girls and parents. Over one in every four adolescent girls perceived the threat of
being physically assaulted, including getting raped, while venturing into public spaces, while one in three
expected to be inappropriately touched or even stalked.
Save the Children
Save the Children, came out with more data on the issue of girls‘ safety in public places by conducting an
online survey for people between 25 and 35 years of age. Only 13 % felt that girls are safe while travelling
alone using public transport and 95% felt that the biggest fear of girls in public places is sexual abuse.
India most dangerous for women
Why in news?
India has been ranked as the most dangerous country out of the world‘s 10 worst countries for women. India
is behind Afghanistan, Pakistan and Somalia, according to a poll conducted by the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. India was followed by Afghanistan, Syria, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan.
Reasons
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sexual violence and harassment
the danger women face from cultural, tribal and traditional practices
danger of human trafficking including forced labour, sex slavery and domestic servitude

An all-women expedition team has begun its journey to Mt. Manirang
Why in news?
The expedition was organized by Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF) to commemorate silver jubilee of
Indo-Nepalese women‘s Everest expedition of 1993 led by Bachendari Pal.
Mt. Manirang
Manirang is one of the highest mountains in the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. It lies on the border
between Kinnour and Lahaul and Spiti district. Mount Manirang (Altitude: 6593 mtr. / 21625.04 ft) is known
as the crown of the Spiti valley.
India‟s first gender-neutral hostel
Why in news?
After the historic verdict by the Supreme Court to scrap Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) that
criminalised homosexuality, India has become the first-ever country to have a gender-neutral hostel.
Where?
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) in Mumbai's Deonar has become the first campus in India to have a
gender-neutral hostel. The ground floor of an existing girls‘ hostel has been marked as a gender-neutral space,
and its rooms will be allotted to 20 students on a first-come-first-serve basis.
What is it?
It is a place for everyone but without the dysphoria of being segregated along the lines of gender.
Rainbow Alliance
A global student organisation advocating equal rights and inclusivity for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ+) and their allies.
Home Minister launches two portal to strengthen Women Safety
Why in news?
―cybercrime.gov.in‖ and National Database on Sexual Offenders were launched by the Ministry of Home
Affairs. ―cybercrime.gov.in‖- will receive complaints from citizens on objectionable online content related to
child pornography, child sexual abuse material, sexually explicit material such as rape and gang rape.
NDSO
NDSO- is a central database of ―sexual offenders‖ and it will be maintained by National Crime Records
Bureau for regular monitoring and tracking by the state Police; will assist in effectively tracking and
investigating cases of sexual offences; will have names, addresses, photographs and fingerprint details of
persons convicted on charges of rape, gang rape, offences related to Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, and stalking. NSDO- accessible only to law enforcement agencies.
Precedent
All states in the US have sex offender registries where information is available to the public online, except in
cases where the offenders are juveniles.
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Krishna Kutir
Why in news?
Krishna Kutir is a special home for 1000 widows set up by Ministry of Women & Child Development under
Swadhar Greh scheme of the Ministry and is the largest ever facility of its kind created by a government
organization.
Vrindavan home
Vrindavan home- will offer shelter and protection to the large number of helpless widows of Vrindavan.
Construction
Construction- on 1.4 hectare of land through National Building Construction Corporation (NBCC) at a cost of
57.48 Crores with 100 rooms/dormitories. 4 acres has been allocated near the home which will be developed
into a park and which can be used by the widows of the home.
Future Plan
WCD is to create a large facility in or around Lucknow where all orphaned children,
helpless/abandoned women in need of care and protection can be located in a community atmosphere. UP has
become the first State to link the women's helpline 181 to the One Stop Centres and has provided rescue vans
for women in distress in every district.
First Regional Conference on „Women in Detention and Access to Justice‟
Why in news?
Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D), Ministry of Home Affairs is organising the First ever
Regional Conference at Shimla on 'Women in Detention and Access to Justice' in collaboration with the
Prison Department, Himachal Pradesh
The following themes have been identified for discussions and deliberations:
1. Reproductive Health Rights of Women Prisoners: National and International Legal Norms
2. Health Needs of Women Prisoners
3. Health, Skill, Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Women Inmates and Their Children
4. Prison Reforms, Structural Managerial and Legal Issues with Focus on Women Inmates &
Comparison to Global Norms
5. Neuro-Criminology Program for the Offender
6. Transforming Prisons
Purpose
To provide a platform for the prison personnel of all ranks at the national level to share their candid views on
various operational as well as administrative issues not only with their counterparts, but also with other
experts of national repute in this field.
NCW Launches E-mail ID For Sexual Harassment At Workplace Cases
Why in news?
National Commission for Women has come out with a dedicated e-mail address to report instances of sexual
harassment at workplace after several such complaints were made to the body by women who have narrated
their ordeal under the ‗Metoo‘ movement on social media.
Purpose
Women can send their formal written complaints about their alleged harassers to ncw.metoo@gmail.com.The
#MeToo movement- started with actor Tanushree Dutta accusing another actor Nana Patekar of harassing her
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during the shooting of a Bollywood film in 2008. Journalist-turned-politician M J Akbar had to resign as the
Minister of State for External Affairs following a spate of complaints of alleged sexual harassment during his
tenure as editor of various media publications.
National Festival for Children of Child Care Institutions (CCIs)
Why in news?
National Festival for Children of Child Care Institutions (CCIs)- “Hausla 2018” of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development (MWCD).
Events
The inter-Child Care Institution festival is witnessing participation of more than 600 Children drawn from
CCIs from 18 states in the various events like painting competition, athletics meet, football, chess competition
and speech writing as part of the Festival.
Purpose
To provide a national platform for the children from CCIs across India to showcase their talent, to make them
realise the hidden talent they possess and to help take it forward in their life. The theme for the event
is ―Child Safety‖.
Organisers
CIF- CHILDLINE India Foundation- and National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child
Development (NIPCCD) are assisting the Ministry to organise the event. 43% of India's population below 18.
SHe-Box linkage
Why in news?
Ministry of Women and Child Development has linked SHe-Box, the online portal to report complaints of
Sexual Harassment at Workplace, to all the Central Ministries, Departments and 653 districts across 33
States/Union Territories.
How it works?
For prompt disposal of complaints on SHe-Box, each case goes directly to the central/ state authority
concerned having jurisdiction to take action in the matter.
Need
Till November 20, 2018, as many as 321 complaints have been registered with 'SHe-Box' out of which 120
are related to central ministries/departments, 58 are from state governments and 143 are from private
companies.
SHe-Box portal
It is an effort to provide speedy remedy to women facing sexual harassment at workplace.
Function
With the linking of the portal to central and state governments, once a complaint is submitted to the portal, it
will be directly sent to the section of the employer concerned. Through this portal, WCD as well as the
complainant can monitor the progress of the inquiry.
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International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (IDEVAW)
Why in news?
Despite the adoption of the Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) by the UN General Assembly in 1979, violence against women and girls remains a
pervasive problem worldwide.
Alarming Figures
● 1 in 3 women and girls experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime, most frequently by an
intimate partner
● Only 52% of women married or in a union freely make their own decisions about sexual relations,
contraceptive use and health care
● 750 million women and girls alive today were married before their 18th birthday; 200 million women
and girls have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM)
● 1 in 2 women killed worldwide were killed by their partners or family in 2012; while only 1 out of 20
men were killed under similar circumstances
● 71% of all human trafficking victims worldwide are women and girls, and 3 out of 4 of these women
and girls are sexually exploited
Definition
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women issued by the UNGA in 1993, defines violence
against women as ―any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.‖ 25th of every month has been designated as Orange
Day by the UN Women campaign Say No, UNiTE launched in 2009 to mobilize civil society, activists,
governments and the UN system in order amplify the impact of UNiTE to End Violence against Women.
Theme of 2018
2018 theme is Orange the World: #HearMeToo and like previous editions, the date marks the launch of 16
days of activism that will conclude on 10 December 2018, International Human Rights Day. ―Not until the
half of our population represented by women and girls can live free from fear, violence and everyday
insecurity, can we truly say we live in a fair and equal world." — UN Secretary-General António Guterres.
Mandatory Vehicle Location Tracking Devices and Emergency Buttons
Why in news?
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has mandated that all new public service vehicles except auto
rickshaws and eRickshaws, registered on and after 1st January 2019, will have to be equipped with Vehicle
Location Tracking (VLT) with emergency buttons. VLT device manufacturers would assist in providing the
back end services for monitoring.
Purpose
To ensure safety of passengers especially women, In case of older public service vehicles –those registered
upto 31"December, 2018, the respective State/ UT will notify the date by which these vehicles have to install
VLT Device and Panic Buttons.
Command and Control Centres
Command and Control Centres will be setup by the State or VLT manufacturers or any other agency
authorised by the State Government, and these centres will provide interface to various stakeholders such as
state emergency response centre, the transport department or Regional Transport Offices, Ministry of Road
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Transport and Highways and its designated agencies, device manufacturers and their authorised dealers,
testing agencies, permit holders, etc. will provide feed to the VAHAN data base or the relevant data base of
the State with regard to the over speeding, device health status.
Vahan - The Integrated Solution for Vehicle Registration
VAHAN is a highly flexible and comprehensive system that takes care of all the burdensome activities of
Vehicle Registration, leaving the Transport Department to deal with more important business issues. The
software enables the processes at RTO/DTO/MLO/SDM involving Vehicle Registration, Fitness, Taxes,
Permits & Enforcement to get computerized.
Odisha now has a lexicon for rare tribal languages
Why in news?
Odisha has come out with lexicons of 21 such languages.
Use
The bilingual tribal dictionaries will be used in multilingual education (MLE) initiated by the State at
elementary level in tribal-dominated districts. The bilingual tribal dictionaries for MLE and trilingual
tribal language proficiency modules in all the 21 tribal languages have been formulated by the Special
Development Council. Both will help in enhancing proficiency in tribal languages.
Tribal museum
The tribal museum had been upgraded as the Odisha State Tribal Museum. Odisha have maximum number of
Scheduled Tribe communities- 62 different tribal communities, including 13 particularly vulnerable tribal
groups. These tribes speak 21 languages and 74 dialects. Of the 21 tribal languages, seven have their own
scripts. However, Odia is used as the medium of communication in the dictionaries. The trilingual tribal
language proficiency module is a radical step to bring government functionaries closer to tribal communities.
„Mahila-E-Haat‟ for organic products of women entrepreneurs
Why in news?
Fifth edition of the 10-day ―Women of India National Organic Festival 2018‖ organised by the Ministry
of Women & Child Development in Delhi. Over the 10 days, women farmers and entrepreneurs from across
the country, participated with vast variety of organic products ranging from food and fabrics to wellness and
personal care participated in this annual festival. The participants also had the opportunity to enroll
themselves in Mahila-E-Haat.
Purpose
Serves as a platform to celebrate and promote women farmers and entrepreneurs from different corners of
India.
Mahila-E-Haat
It is an online marketing portal for unique organic products of the women farmers and entrepreneurs, besides
serving as an e-platform to bring them together and promote and celebrate their achievements.
No Religious Minority Tag to Lingayat/Veerashaiva Community
Why in news?
Union told Karnataka High Court that it has rejected the recommendation of the state to grant religious
minority status to Lingayat and Veerashaiva communities.
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Centre‟s stand
These communities are part of the Hindu religion and do not form another religion of their own.
Demand
Lingayats and Veerashaivas are demanding status of a separate religion for a long time. The Karnataka State
Minorities Commission constituted a seven-member panel to look into the demand for minority status and the
committee recommended in favour of the demand. Karnataka state cabinet decided to recommend to the
centre grant of religious minority tag for Lingayat and Veerashaiva Lingayat community.
Lingayats
They are followers of 12th-century social reformer Basavanna and his vachana (verses) philosophy while
Veerashaivas are a sub-sect of Lingayats who preceded Basavanna.
Veerashaivism
It has its roots in the Vedas and Agamas, and they do not worship any god other than Shiva. The sub-sect can
be found spread across states of Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
Basavanna
A 12th-century social reformer. It was Basavanna and his contemporary Sharanas who launched a very strong
spiritual, social and religious rebellion against Brahminical hegemony
Difference
Veerashaivas worship Lord Shiva, the one mentioned in Hindu mythology but the Shiva that Basavanna
referred to in his vachanas (verses) is not the Hindu god Shiva but the ishtalinga (formless God), which
people of the community wear around their neck.
Guidelines to ensure safety of children in hostels
Why in news?
Women and Child Development Ministry will formulate guidelines for children hostels, prescribing minimum
standards of care that includes adequate safety and periodic inspections.
Minister Maneka Gandhi said that "the children staying at hostels, including those attached to schools, are as
vulnerable as those at any other facility like child-care institutions (CCIs) and daycare centres."
Directive
Ministry has directed the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) to draft guidelines in
consultation with stakeholders and plan to have these guidelines notified under the Juvenile Justice Act or the
JJ Rules. As per Section 41 of JJAct 2015, registration of all CCIs is mandatory. The penalty of nonregistration is prescribed under Section 42.
Draft National Child Protection Policy
Why in news?
Ministry of Women and Child Development has placed the draft policy on its website and invited comments.
Background
Supreme Court directed CBI to investigate allegations involving 17 shelter homes for children, destitute
women, beggars and senior citizens in Bihar following the case of sexual abuse of more than 30 girls in a
shelter home in Muzaffarpur in the State. It asked the Centre to consider framing a national policy on
protection of children.
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Coverage
It covers ―all institutions, and organisations (including corporate and media houses), government or private
sector‖.
Draft policy
The draft policy recommends that all organisations must have a code of conduct based on ―zero tolerance of
child abuse and exploitation‖. It requires organisations to lay down that employees don‘t use language or
behaviour that is ―inappropriate, harassing, abusive, sexually provocative, demeaning or culturally
inappropriate‖. Institutions should also designate a staff member to ensure that procedures are in place to
ensure the protection of children as well as to report any abuse. Any individual who suspects physical, sexual
or emotional abuse must report it to the helpline number 1098, police or a child welfare committee. A policy
has four aspects — creating awareness, prevention, reporting and responding.
Jagannatha Ashrams- Haryana
Why in news?
Haryana announced to name all the Child Care Institutes being run in the state as 'Jagannath Ashrams.'
Why?
When all the Child Care Institutions have a similar goal of all-round development of the children then it
would be appropriate to give a single name to all. Chief Minister made this announcement while addressing
the people during a dance competition organised by women wing of All India Vaish Federation, in Karnal.
Fortified rice will be distributed through PDS
Why in news?
Fortified rice will be distributed through PDS. Also, prices of grains supplied through the PDS would not be
increased till June 2019. The food subsidy has increased by 26% since 2014. And the Centre is bearing the
bulk of the subsidy bill with very few States contributing to it. Rice is the world's most important staple food.
Fortified rice
Generally contains Vitamin A, Vitamin B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron and Zinc.
Why fortification
Many Micronutrients which are removed due to multi-level milling process can be restored. The
National Food Security Act, 2013 aims to provide subsidized food grains to approximately two thirds of
India's 1.2 billion people. It legally entitles upto 75% of the rural population and 50% of the urban population
to receive subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System.
Who is the head of the household?
The eldest woman of the household of age 18 years or above is mandated to be the head of the household for
the purpose of issuing of ration cards under the Act. Special provisions have been made for pregnant women
and lactating mothers and children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years, by entitling them to receive
nutritious meal free of cost.
Couples in live-in relations cannot adopt, says CARA
Why in news?
The nodal body for adoption has barred partners in live-in relationships from adopting a child.
Reason behind it
Cohabitation without marriage is not considered a stable family in India.
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Rules
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) permits a single woman to adopt a child of any gender, while
single men can adopt only boys. In case an applicant is married, both spouses must give their consent for
adoption and should be in a stable marriage for at least two years. Candidates must be physically fit,
financially sound, mentally alert and highly motivated to adopt a child, as per the Adoption Regulations 2017.
Legality- Supreme Court has on several occasions said that a live-in relationship is neither a crime or a sin. It
said that even the legislature recognised live-in relationships through the provisions under the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.
About CARA● a statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child Development.
● nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-country and
inter-country adoptions.
● Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the provisions of the Hague
Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 2003.
CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated
/recognised adoption agencies.
United Nations‟s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2018 report
Why in news?
United Nations‘s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2018 report, conflict is now one of the main drivers
of food insecurity in 18 countries. After a prolonged decline, world hunger appears to be on the rise again.
Key factors causing this reversal in progress
Conflict, drought and disasters linked to climate change, violent conflicts also led to the forced displacement
of a record high 68.5 million in 2017. Economic losses attributed to disasters were estimated at over $300
billion in 2017. South Asia
In South Asia child marriage rates plunge with a girl‘s risk of getting married in childhood dropping by 40%
from 2000 to 2017. Water stress levels for many countries in the region are above 70%, indicating fastapproaching water scarcity. More than nine out of 10 people living in urban areas around the world are
breathing polluted air, with southern Asia scoring the worst in this area. While electricity and sanitation
deficits in south Asia are still poor, the report noted efforts are being made to close the gap.
New health scheme flawed: IMA
Why in news?
Indian Medical Association (IMA) has demanded a review of the Centre‘s ambitious National Health
Protection Scheme, saying it has ―conceptual deficits and operational flaws‖.
What IMA said?
IMA said the rates quoted by the government for various procedures are abysmal and impractical and most of
them do not cover even 30% of the cost of the procedure. Money allotted for the Ayushman Bharat (ABNHPS) would have better served the country if every district hospital is strengthened with an infrastructure of
2 crores each. In addition to non-creation of new public sector hospitals, the government will lose around 400
crore to private health insurance companies which will manage the scheme. The insurance driven healthcare
is a failed experiment. Twenty States have signed MoUs with Health Ministry to implement NHPM, aiming
to provide a cover of 5 lakh per family annually to ten crore vulnerable families.
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Social security cover extended to 50 crore people
Why in news?
Social security cover has now been extended to around 50 crore people in the country, an increase of about 10
times since 2014.
Three aspects
The emphasis was on three aspects — opening the doors of the banks for the poor, or banking the unbanked;
access to capital for small business and budding entrepreneurs, or funding the unfunded; and a social security
cover for the poor and vulnerable, thus financially securing the unsecured. About 28 crore new bank accounts
have been opened under the Jan Dhan scheme.
Schemes
The government is promoting schemes like Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana and Atal Pension Yojana. There are about one crore subscribers of the assured
minimum pension scheme Atal Pension Yojana. The government is also promoting Pradhan Mantri Vaya
Vandana Yojana for citizens aged 60 years and above. About 3 lakh people have so far benefited from the
scheme.
Zero tolerance to violence against doctors and clinical establishment
Why in news?
The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has declared that its theme for Doctors' Day, being observed on July1,
is 'zero tolerance to violence against doctors and clinical establishment' and has decided to mark July 1 to 8 as
'Safe Fraternity Week'.
Reasons for violence against doctors
The reasons for violence against doctors are illiteracy, lack of knowledge about healthcare, diseases, natural
history of illnesses, unreasonable expectations, political backing for vested interests and anger against
government mismanagement of healthcare. Convictions should be done at utmost priority in special fast track
courts, and the act should be strong enough. IMA demands a minimum imprisonment of seven years in
healthcare violence.
Insurance regulator IRDAI has issued circular directing insurers to cover mental illness
Why in news?
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has directed all insurance companies
to make provision to cover mental illness in policies.
Mental Healthcare Act, 2O17
As per Sec 21(4) of the Act, every insurer shall make provision for medical insurance for treatment of mental
illness on the same basis as is available for treatment of physical illness. This will ensure a life of dignity to
those who have mental health issues.
Defining Mental Illness
A substantial disorder of thinking, mood, perception, orientation or memory that grossly impairs judgment,
behaviour, capacity to recognise reality or ability to meet the ordinary demands of life, mental conditions
associated with the abuse of alcohol and drugs.
Status of India
Nearly 1% to 2% of the country suffered from severe mental disorders such as schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder and nearly 5% of the population has suffered from depression and anxiety at the end of 2005
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Compensation for persons suffering disabilities in man-made calamities
Why in news?
Persons suffering disabilities in man-made calamities like terror and naxals attacks, rioting and bomb blasts
will be entitled to compensation ranging from Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh.
Order
As per a state GO, those suffering 25-39 per cent disability would get Rs 50,000 as compensation while those
becoming 40-60 per cent disabled would receive Rs 1 lakh. Those suffering a disability of over 60 per cent
will be entitled to a compensation amount of Rs 2 lakh, the order added. Rs 3,000 if the hospitalisation is for
three days, while for periods above three days, the amount would be Rs 1,000 per day. For a maximum of 14
days, the compensation amount would be Rs 14,000.
Sputum sample transportation Project
Why in news?
A pilot for utilising services of Department of Post for transport of sputum specimen for TB Diagnosis in
Karawal Nagar Delhi was launched by the Health Ministry.
Need
A significant proportion of patients are not tested because the specimen does not reach the laboratory due to
non-availability of specimen transport mechanisms. Transport of collected specimen also spares the patient‘s
from travelling to the reference laboratory. Prompt transport of specimen followed by efficacious testing will
enable appropriate management of the TB patients and reduced disease transmission.
Tamil Nadu govt. prohibits manufacture and sale of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS)
Why in news?
Clamping down on use of e-cigarettes, the Tamil Nadu government has issued a government order banning its
manufacture, sale and possession in the state. The government prohibits the manufacture, sale (including
online sale), of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS), knows as E-Cigarettes or by any other name or
component with immediate effect in Tamil Nadu. The ban covers distribution, trade, display, marketing,
advertisement, use, import and possession of e-cigarettes as well.
What are ENDS?
Electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS), also called electronic cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vaping devices, or
vape pens, are battery-powered devices used to smoke or ―vape‖ a flavored solution; often contains nicotine
Swasth Bharat Yatra national campaign
Why in news?
'Eat Right India' movement has been launched by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
Food safety
Food safety and healthy diets are critical for India's high burden of foodborne diseases, under-nutrition,
micro-nutrient deficiencies and growing incidence of obesity and non-communicable diseases (NCDs).
The 'Eat Right India' movement
It is a collective effort of key stakeholders and citizens and is aligned with Government's recent focus on
public health through its three key programmes, namely 'Ayushman Bharat', 'Swachh Bharat Mission', and
'POSHAN Abhiyaan'.
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Swasth Bharat Yatra
'Swasth Bharat Yatra', a pan-India Cyclothon, is a key element of the Eat Right India movement- would
provide the trigger for cascading the message of Eat Right India to every corner of the country; will be
flagged off on 16th October, 2018 (World Food Day) on six tracks from six different locations and cover
almost all States/UTs, culminating at New Delhi on 27th January, 2019. It will comprise of a team of 150
'Volunteer-Cyclists' and the convoy would include an 'Eat Right Mobile Unit' and a Mobile Food Testing
Unit. The Convoy would make 'stop-overs' in cities and towns and have transit 'halts' and activities in over
2000 locations spread over 100 days.
MedWatch
Why in news?
On the occasion of its 85th anniversary, the Indian Air Force has launched an innovative mobile health App
named `MedWatch' in keeping with the Prime Minister's vision of ‗Digital India'.
Developers
The concept and content of the App is by the Directorate General of Medical Services (Air) and it has been
developed in-house with zero financial outlay by the Directorate of Information Technology (DIT).
MedWatch
It is available on the IAF's AFCEL network, comprises a host of features that will provide authentic health
information to all IAF personnel. A Reminder Tool to enable timely immunization for the children of all Air
Warriors is an important component of the App. This will directly enable 'Mission Indradhanush' of the Govt
of India. ‗MedWatch‘, the first mobile health app in the three Armed Services.
National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) in Sehore district
Why in news?
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved, in partial modification of
the earlier decision taken on 16.05.2018, the establishment of National Institute of Mental Health
Rehabilitation (NIMHR) in Sehore District (Bhopal-Sehore highway) instead of Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh.
About NIMHR
It is first of its kind in the country in the area of mental health rehabilitation. It will serve as an institution of
excellence for capacity building in human resource and research in the area of mental health rehabilitation,
and also recommending body suggesting models/protocols for effective rehabilitation of persons with mental
illness.
Indian Health Fund
Why in news?
India Health Fund (IHF), a collaborative initiative led by the Tata Trusts, endeavours to leverage the power of
collective impact to eradicate tuberculosis (TB) by 2025 and malaria by 2030 from India.
About IHF
IHF supplements and augments Government‘s efforts to fight the epidemics. IHF incorporated as Confluence
for Health Action and Transformation Foundation, is a section 8 company registered under the Companies
Act 2013. It is seeded by Tata Trusts with strategic support from the Global Fund.
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TB and Malaria
TB and malaria, together, account for over 4.2 lakh deaths annually in India alone. With over 8.5 million TB
patients, the country accounts for 25 percent of the global TB burden. In 2016, a staggering 1.9 million TB
cases were reported including 0.8 million new infectious cases. The economic cost of TB to the Indian
economy has been pegged at US$3 billion (over Rs13,000 crore) annually. About 95 percent of India's
population resides in malaria-endemic areas. ~1.12 million malaria cases were reported in India in 2016,
according to the National Vector Borne Disease Control Program. The socio-economic burden due to malaria
is pegged at around $1.94 billion (Rs11,640 crore) annually. Tuberculosis and malaria are endemic diseases in
India accounting for over 4.2 lakh deaths annually.
Heli-Clinics‟ for remote areas
Why in news?
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh has mooted "Heli-Clinics" / Helicopter Clinics for remote areas, to provide
specialized medical care to people living in inaccessible hilly terrains of the States like Jammu & Kashmir
and Northeast.
Indian Health Summit 2018
Speaking at "India Health Summit 2018", organized by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Healthcare
Council, Dr Jitendra Singh observed that the Corporate Hospitals and the leading private sector medical
practitioners had mostly got concentrated in Tier-1 or big cities, while the rural and sub-rural areas, more so
the remote areas, had been left deprived. However, he said, the cities are almost reaching their saturation point
with overwhelming number of private practitioners.
How it works?
There are vast stretches of land, particularly in the hill States of India where the Corporate Hospitals, either on
their own or in a private-public participation mode, could provide helicopter-based super-specialty clinics. For
instance, each day of the week, one super-specialist doctor can, in turn, set up a Helicopter OPD along with
the requisite para-medical staff and medicines. On way back, he said, the same helicopter can also carry one
or two needy patients to the town or city for hospitalization.
Tele-Medicine
Tele-Medicine and e-Healthcare assume a special significance in a country like India to reach the patients in
inaccessible regions. Here too, the private sector can play a big role by supplementing the government efforts.
Dr Jitendra Singh referred to some path-breaking decisions in the last four years, which include opening of
Dialysis Centres in every district hospital, setting up of Wellness Centres and, above all, launch of
"Ayushman Bharat". He also emphasized the need to incentivize medical practitioners to go to remote rural
areas and to provide adequately satisfactory facilities for the government doctors to be able to serve in the
rural areas.
Guidelines for crèches at workplaces
Why in news?
Centre has prepared guidelines for setting up of crèches at workplaces, which prescribe trained personnel to
man the facility as well as infrastructure requirements and safety norms.
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Background
Parliament passed the Maternity Benefit Amendment Act, 2017, enhancing paid maternity leave from a
period of 12 weeks to 26 weeks. The law is applicable to all institutions with 10 or more employees. It also
makes it mandatory for every organisation with 50 or more employees to have a crèche.
The guidelines
● a crèche be either at the workplace or within 500 metres of it.
● Alternatively, it could also be in the beneficiaries‘ neighbourhood.
● The facility should be open for eight to 10 hours and if the employees have a shift system, then the
crèche should also be run accordingly.
● A crèche must have a minimum space of 10 to 12 square feet per child to ensure that she or he can
play, rest and learn. There should be no unsafe places such as open drains, pits, garbage bins near the
centre.
● The crèches should have at least one guard, who should have undergone police verification.
● There should also be at least one supervisor per crèche and a trained worker for every 10 children
under three years of age or for every 20 children above the age of three, along with a helper.
● no outsiders such as plumbers, drivers, electricians be allowed inside the crèche when children are
present.
● A crèche monitoring committee with representations from among crèche workers, parents and
administration should be formed. There should also be a grievance redressal committee for inquiring
into instances of sexual abuse.
The guidelines are not mandatory but are a yardstick for NGOs and organisations for setting up of creches.
Global Nutrition Report (GNR)
Why in news?
Global Nutrition Report (GNR) released in Bangkok, Thailand, notes that the global burden of malnutrition
―remains unacceptably high and progress unacceptably slow‖. It says that under-nutrition accounts for around
45 per cent of deaths among children under five in low- and middle-income countries.
Overweight and obesity
Overweight and obesity has led to around 4 million deaths and 120 million healthy years of life lost across the
globe, with around 38.9 per cent adults found to be overweight, the report says. Among children under five
years of age, 150.8 million are stunted, 50.5 million are wasted and 38.3 million are overweight; while 20
million babies are born underweight each year, it says.
The impact of malnutrition on global economy is close to US$3.5 trillion per year. The multi-sectoral nature
of stunting and differences between districts were a result of multiple factors, including gender, education,
economic status, health, hygiene, and other demographic factors.
India
India holds almost a third (31 per cent) of the global burden for stunting, the prevalence of which differs from
state to state; with the largest number of children who are stunted at 46.6 million, followed by Nigeria (13.9
million) and Pakistan (10.7 million). India again tops the list with most number of wasted children at 25.5
million, followed by Nigeria (3.4 million) and Indonesia (3.3 million). India is also among the countries with
more than a million children who are overweight.
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Global Nutrition Report
Global Nutrition Report came into existence following the first Nutrition for Growth Initiative Summit (N4G)
in 2013- devised as a mechanism for tracking the commitments made by 100 stakeholders spanning
governments, aid donors, civil society, the UN and businesses.
International Conference on Women‟s Health, Wellness and Empowerment organised in Kanpur
Organised
It was organised by the Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies of India and the Kanpur
Obstetric and Gynaecological Society.
Theme:
―Give her wings and let her soar.‖
Initiatives taken already
More than 3,000 Jan Aushadhi Kendras have been opened to sell and distribute quality medicines at reduced
prices. These are benefiting fellow citizens from low-income families. And 85 lakh expectant mothers and
3.25 crore children have been provided immunisation cover under Mission Indradhanush. As part of
Ayushmaan Bharat, 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres are being opened across India. These will provide
services to, among others, mothers and newborn babies.
Sulabh founder bags Nikkei Asia Prize
Founder of Sulabh International Bindeshwar Pathak was honoured with Japan‘s prestigious ‗Nikkei Asia
Prize for Culture and Community‘.
Efforts
It was given for his significant work in tackling poor hygiene and discrimination. Pathak was given the
honour for ―tackling two of his country‘s biggest challenges — poor hygiene and discrimination‖. Mr.
Pathak‘s two-pit pour-flush ecological compost toilets have provided cheap and environment friendly toilets
to millions.
The award
This award honours people in Asia who have made significant contributions in one of the three areas: regional
growth; science, technology and innovation; and culture and community.
Earlier recipients
Former PM Manmohan Singh and Infosys Chairman Narayan Murti
Dineshwar Sharma stays as Centre‟s Special Representative for J&K
Mr. Sharma, a former Intelligence Bureau Director was appointed in 2017 to ―initiate and carry forward a
dialogue with the elected representatives, various organisations and concerned individuals in the State
of Jammu and Kashmir.
Hours after she resigned as the State Chief Minister, Ms. Mehbooba Mufti, while addressing a press
conference in Srinagar, had said that a ―muscular policy‖ will not work in J&K.
Sikkim govt announces A.R. Rahman as its Brand Ambassador
Why in news?
Renowned music composer A.R. Rahman has been appointed as the Brand Ambassador of
the Sikkim government.
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Purpose
Mr. Rahman will promote and project the state‘s achievements nationally and globally. Sikkim, with its
natural and pristine beauty, has over the last two decades emerged as a world famous eco-tourism destination,
besides attaining a distinct identity as the first fully organic farming state of the country
Anjolie Ela Menon wins National Kalidas Samman
Person
Noted artist Anjolie Ela Menon, received the National Kalidas Samman for visual arts from the Madhya
Pradesh government.
Why?
The award was conferred in recognition of her insightful and sensitive portrayal of the identity and spirit of
women through her meaningful paintings in a variety of media.
About National Kalidas Samman
It is a prestigious arts award presented annually by the Government of Madhya Pradesh. It was first awarded
in 1980. It was initially conferred in alternate years in fields of Classical Music, Classical Dance, Theatre and
Plastic Arts. Some of the previous recipients are Pandit Ravi Shankar, MF Husain, Pandit Jasraj, Shambhu
Mitra, Habib Tanvir, Ebrahim Alkazi etc.
Anna Rajam Malhotra
Who is She?
India‘s first woman IAS officer after Independence, Anna Rajam Malhotra, who served in the Madras State
under then Chief Minister C. Rajagopalachari and at the Central government, died in Mumbai. She was 91.
Career
Ms. Malhotra joined the civil services in 1951 and opted for the Madras cadre. She also successfully executed
the construction of India‘s first computerised port Nhava Sheva (Jawaharlal Nehru Port) in Mumbai as its
chairperson. The officer worked under seven Chief Ministers and also with Rajiv Gandhi, when as an MP in
1982, he was in-charge of the Asian Games project in Delhi. Ms. Malhotra also accompanied former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi on an eight-nation tour and had served in the personnel section of the Union Home
Ministry.
PM Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron
PM Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron have been selected for this year's 'Champions of the Earth'
award.
Why were they selected?
They were selected for their pioneering work in championing the International Solar Alliance.
Contribution
India and France had together launched the ISA on sidelines of the UN climate conference (COP21) in Paris
in 2015. The ISA is an inter-governmental body of solar rich nations whose objective is to galvanise actions
for increasing solar power footprints in 121 potential member countries across the globe. The ISA is
headquartered in Gurugram near New Delhi in India.
Cochin International Airport
India's Cochin International Airport - the world's first fully solar-powered airport - is also selected for the
award. It is selected in the Entrepreneurial Vision category for its leadership in the use of sustainable energy.
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About 'Champions of the Earth' award

United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) established Champions of the Earth in 2005 as
an annual awards programme to recognize outstanding environmental leaders from the public and private
sectors, and from civil society. Typically, five to seven laureates are selected annually.
Atal Chowk
In Uttar Pradesh, the Iconic 'Hazratganj Chauraha' of Lucknow city will be renamed after former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee as 'Atal Chowk'. State Government has also announced to convert Vajpayee's
ancestral house in Bateshwar, Agra into a memorial and develop a tourist circuit there. This is the most
prominent and biggest intersection of Lucknow, which is also referred as the heart of the city. A draft for
developing a memorial for him named 'Atal Smriti Upvan' was prepared. In this memorial, it was planned to
place his statue along with his 51 poems, speeches and other memorabilia.
Vallabhbhai Patel
National Unity Day- Rashtriya Ekta Diwas- to pay tribute to Vallabhbhai Patel, who was instrumental in
keeping India united.
When?
It is celebrated on 31 October every year as an annual commemoration of the birthday of the Iron Man of
India Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
Purpose
National Unity Day "will provide an opportunity to re-affirm the inherent strength and resilience of our nation
to withstand the actual and potential threats to the unity, integrity and security of our country." During his
term as Home Minister, he is credited for the integration of over 550 independent princely states into India
from 1947-49 by Independence Act (1947). He is known as the "Bismarck of India". In 2018 it was celebrated
in Gujarat with the dedication of the Statue of Unity, which honors and depicts Patel. It is the largest statue in
existence.
182 metre statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
It offers a spectacular view of the Sardar Sarovar Dam, its reservoir, and the Satpura and Vindhya mountain
ranges. PM described the Statue of Unity as a symbol of the self-respect of the farmers who gave soil from
their land, and iron from their farming implements for the Statue. He said the aspirations of the youth of India
can be achieved only through the mantra of ―Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat.‖
Other recent Statues and memorials
Besides the Statue of Unity, he mentioned the museum dedicated to Sardar Patel in Delhi, Mahatma Mandir
and Dandi Kutir in Gandhinagar, the Panchtirth dedicated to Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar, the Statue of Sri
Chhotu Ram in Haryana, and the memorials of Shyamji Krishna Varma and Veer Nayak Govind Guru in
Kutch. He said work is in progress for the museum dedicated to Subhash Chandra Bose in Delhi, the Shivaji
statue in Mumbai, and tribal museums across the country.
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Prime Minister spoke of Patel‘s vision of a strong and inclusive India, and said the Union is working towards
making this dream a reality. He mentioned the efforts to provide a home to all, to provide electricity to all,
and towards road connectivity and digital connectivity. He also mentioned the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana. He said that efforts such as GST, e-NAM, and ―One-Nation, One-Grid‖ have also contributed to
integrating the nation in various ways.
Nahid Afrin of Assam
Who is he?
Popular singer Nahid Afrin of Assam has been appointed as the first 'Youth Advocate' of the north eastern
region by the UNICEF to fight for child rights.
Purpose
The UNICEF engages 'Youth Advocates' to harness their voice as agents of change in society. 17-year-old
Nahid was appointed as 'Youth Advocate' in the North East.
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